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Weather
High 70, sunny

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Low 46, mostly clear

THURSDAY

High 72, sunny

FRIDAY

High 75, mostly cloudy

SATURDAY

High 74, mostly cloudy

| OUTSIDE | | HAPPENINGS |

Address Service Requested

Loris Baptist Church, 3117
Main St., invites you to
Judgment House, a Christian
alternative to Halloween and
the “notorious haunted
house”. Judgment House is a
seven-scene walk-through
drama, effectively presenting
the gospel through a rele-
vant and gripping story.
Bring your church youth and
their unchurched friends to
Loris on one of the following
nights: Oct. 24 from 6 p.m.-10
p.m., Oct. 26 and 27 from 4
p.m.-10 p.m. The experience
takes about an hour and

groups of 25-30 enter every
20 minutes. There is a sug-
gested donation of $5 per
person. Call (843) 877-2206 to
make your reservations.
Walk-ins are welcome
through 10 p.m. each
evening. Please, no children
under the age of 8.

The Needham Cox Family
Reunion will be held
Sunday, Oct. 27, at 12:30
p.m. at Mt. Vernon Baptist
Church Fellowship
Building, 4301 Red Bluff
Rd., Loris.

Bethany Baptist Church, 3160
Hwy. 45, Loris, will hold its
annual Homecoming service
Sunday, Oct. 27 at 10 a.m.
Special singing will be pro-
vided by Christy Jacobs. The
message will be delivered by
Pastor Robert Lewis. A cov-
ered dish meal will be served
following the service. All past
and present members are
encouraged to attend. For
more information call 843-
756-6611.

Dogwood Hill Baptist, 1040
Mt. Zion Rd., Loris, will cele-

brate their Harvest Day on
Sunday, Nov. 3. with Sunday
School at 9:45 a.m., Worship
Service at 10 a.m. Special
guest will be The Unity
Quartet. A covered dish lunch
will be served at noon.

Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has a
Blessing Box available each
Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
This box contains nonperish-
able food items and individu-
als in need are encouraged to
come to the box. It is located
inside the church.

Dogwood Hill Baptist Church
Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion
Rd., Loris, has a food pantry
the third Saturday of each
month from 8 a.m. until 10
a.m. This institution is an
equal opportunity provider.

Here’s how to make your voice heard as Horry County develops a flood resilience plan
BY VIRAJ NAIK
VIRAJ.NAIK@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Horry County will host a
series of public meetings next
week to seek resident input
about how the community can
become better prepared for
floods.
The meetings are part of the

response to the destruction
Hurricane Florence brought to
communities such as Conway,
Socastee, Bucksport and Longs
last year.
Many residents — including

those whose homes have
repeatedly flooded in recent
years —have grown frustrated
by the constant deluge, and

county officials want to hear
from them. During each meet-
ing, the public is invited to
share photos illustrating the
flooding in their community.
“Our goal right now is to get

people, especially people who
have been impacted, to these
meetings to take part,” said
Courtney Kain, director of
Horry County’s Community
Development Office. “We don’t
want anyone in the community
to be excluded.”
Kain expects the full plan to

include policy recommenda-
tions for planning and zoning,
suggestions for infrastructure
and road projects, and details
about using resources.

“This is really designed to
leverage itself into action,” Kain
said.
April O’Leary with the

Facebook group Horry County
Rising has been helping flood
victims stay informed about the
county’s response to flooding. 
“My goal is to empower

them, engage them and make
sure their voices are heard,” she
said. 
Last year, the Conway

woman’s own Busbee Street
home flooded.
O’Leary said she supports the

county’s efforts in getting the
public involved, and the
resilience plan itself can help
the county identify the best way

to use federal funds. As the
county has multiple unmet
needs, O’Leary said she hopes
officials will pursue additional
funding sources.
The county received a grant

from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) to
pay for consultants to help craft
the resilience plan.
Because the county has seen

flooding in 2015, 2016 and this
past year, the plan seeks to
address recovery and mitigation
hand-in-hand. The policy ideas
that come from the plan will
help county leaders make deci-
sions going forward.
Additionally, proposals from

the resilience plan could result

in pilot programs, where differ-
ent initiatives are tested in cer-
tain areas and monitored.
O’Leary hopes the plan focuses
on pockets of the community
that have repetitively flooded
and are considered the most
vulnerable.
Horry County Government is

working with a team of consult-
ants led by Tom Jost of
Sherwood Design Engineers.
Also on the project team are
ONE Architecture, West
Carolina University’s Program
for the Study of Developed
Shorelines and CASE
Consultants International.
“It’s definitely a collaborative

effort,” Horry County spokes-

woman Kelly Moore said.
In the aftermath of Florence,

Gov. Henry McMaster formed a
state floodwater commission
that is tasked with coming up
with recommendations to alle-
viate and mitigate flood
impacts. O’Leary has suggested
setting up a regional task force
or coalition that looks at flood
mitigation throughout the year,
and not only catastrophic flood
events.
County officials said they are

considering many proposals
when developing the plan.
“The first task is twofold, so

the engineers and design team
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Congratulations to the
winners of the 40th
Annual Loris Bog-Off
Festival cooking contest.
Winners were Murphy
Skipper, first place; Kevin
Edge, second place; and
Douglas Doyle, People’s
Choice winner.

Chicken Bog
cooking
contest
winners

COURTESY

Election for mayor, council seats set for Nov. 5
BY SCOTT HARPER
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Coming up in two weeks,
voters in Loris will go to the
polls to vote for a mayor and
people to serve on four city
council seats.
In the race for mayor, incum-

bent Todd Harrelson faces
Councilman Michael Suggs in a
rematch of the June special
election to fill the unexpired
term of Mayor Henry Nichols
who died in February.
A runoff was required in that

race after Harrelson won the
original election by only one
vote. In the runoff two weeks
later, Harrelson received 270
votes while Suggs garnered 237.

Council seats
There are three council seats

expiring this year.
They belong to Joan Gause,

Lewis Hardee and Jan Vescovi.

All three of the incumbents will
be on the ballot.
The only newcomer who

filed to run against the incum-
bents is Veda Nichols, the
widow of Mayor Henry Nichols.

Unexpired council seat
An election will also be held

to fill the unexpired term of the
council seat vacated by
Harrelson when he was elected
mayor.
That seat will expire in 2021.

Two people filed to run for that
position.
Carroll D. Padgett Jr., a retired

probate judge who has also
served as Loris city attorney will
face local businessman Richard
(Ricky) Dew. He is the owner of
Dew’s Sugar Shack and The
Back Porch food truck.

Candidates Forum
All the candidates have been

invited to participate in a forum

that will take place next week.
It is sponsored by the Loris

Women’s Coalition and the
League of Women Voters.
The public will be allowed to

submit written questions which
will be read by a moderator.
The forum starts at 6 p.m.

Monday, Oct. 28 at the Center
for Health and Fitness.

Questions for Candidates
Since the media is not

allowed to ask questions at next
week’s forum, last week, we
submitted a list of questions to
the candidates. Most of them
responded and returned their
answers. These are their
answers verbatim:

If elected, what are three
things you feel need to be
addressed in the year 2020 in
Loris?

Harrelson: I think that com-

munication between council
members should be better. We
get the information ahead of
time and we should do our jobs
and go over it so we can be
more effective in the position
we were elected to serve in. This
will help the entire city to get
ahead across the board.
Downtown planning,

Economic Development &
Affordable housing go hand in
hand, and we should do every-
thing we can to push these to
the top of the drawing board.
Last but not least, safety cov-

ers many different areas and we
should do our best to get all of
the education on new polices
and ideas for everything from 1)
hurricane prep. – drainage;  2)
police department involvement
in all of our neighborhoods -
Being available, playing with
children, enforcing laws from
speeding to drugs, making all
people aware of our polices, are

all major parts of being effective .

Suggs:Delinquent audits.
The city must get the audits
completed.  Without audited
financial statements, it is diffi-
cult, if not impossible to borrow
money, receive financing or
obtain grants. Furthermore,
until we get the audits up-to-
date the state will continue to
withhold funding from the city.
2.  Maintenance and repair of

city infrastructure and facili-
ties...for example, the city
should continue working to
keep the drainage ditches and
culverts clear to allow the free
flow of stormwater; work to
keep our recreational facilities
in excellent condition and get
city hall and the community
building at Watson Park back in
operation.
3.  Public safety...our resi-

dents deserve to feel safe and
secure.  Therefore, city council

should work with our police
and fire departments to deter-
mine what, if any, additional
equipment, training and pro-
grams may be needed to allow
them to better serve our com-
munity.   

Gause: If elected, my goals
for 2020 will be: 1. Repair
Watson Park Community build-
ing.  2. Repair potholes, side-
walks and paving on the follow-
ing streets: Church, Dewitt,
Lewis, Spring and adjoining
streets.  3. Repair and or demol-
ish dilapidated buildings in the
city, primarily the Old Loris
High School building on Broad
Street.

Hardee:We need to get the
council committees put back
together the way they are sup-
posed to be with three council
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