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“The average man will bristle if you say his
father was dishonest, but he will brag a little if
he discovers that his great-grandfather was a
pirate.” 
So said English philosopher Bernard

Williams, and the North Myrtle Beach Histori-
cal Museum’s executive director Cathy Altman
agrees.
“There’s a little bit of romance about pirates,

and they’re part of our history,” she said. 
“It’s important that not only our community,

but visitors to our area know more about
them.”
Altman grew up hearing, not her great-

grandfather, but an uncle, tell that he was con-
vinced the infamous Blackbeard buried treas-
ure off Calabash and Little River in the chan-
nels and the Intracoastal Waterway.
And with a City of North Myrtle Beach’s A-tax

grant, Altman’s brought the traveling exhibit,
‘Pirates, Privateers, and Buccaneers of the Car-
olinas,’ from Columbia to the museum.
Detailed scrolls depict what kinds of

weapons those pirates used, what they ate, the
clothes they wore, and what the various flags
on their ships meant.
They educate about female pirates such as

Anne Bonny and Mary Read, and they tell
where dozens of pirates were hanged when
they were finally captured.
“It’s awesome that we have this information

from the 1700s and 1800s,” Altman said. 
The exhibit includes replicas of pirate ships

from the 1500s to the 1700s, built by local arti-
san Jimmy Frost, and a huge statue depicting
Blackbeard in the museum’s lobby.
Another new exhibit at the museum honors

Gene “Swink” Laughter, an artist who was a
lifeguard in the area in the 1950s.
He pitched the idea of a reunion of ‘50s folks

to the NMB City Council years ago, but was
met with less than enthusiasm.
As Altman tells it, he went to a local bar to

drown his sorrows, and met another patron
who offered him $50 for the iconic Snoopy
shorts he was wearing. 
Turns out the other patron was a retired pilot

who owned the Oak Tree Inn which is now the
Maritime Beach Club.
A friendship developed and SOS – the Socie-

ty of Stranders – met at the Oak Tree Inn short-
ly after. With 500 guests optimistically hoped
for, 2,000 showed up.
SOS now meets at various venues and is

open to anyone who shagged, watched others
shag, or fondly remembers the ‘50s.
Laughter’s exhibit includes his hat, his whis-

tle, his vest, his lifeguard buoy, and a very spe-
cial piece of artwork.
His painting of his wife Nadine was lost in

1957 during Hurricane Hazel, and just last year,
it was donated to the museum in almost pris-
tine condition.
The NMB Historical Museum, at 799 2nd

Ave. N., NMB, is open Tuesday through Satur-
day from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Admission is $5 for adults, and $4 for stu-

dents, military personnel and those 60 and
older.
Children from 5-12 years old are $3, and chil-

dren under 5 are free.
The website is www.northmyrtlebeachmu-

seum.com and the phone number is 843-427-
7668.
The museum, which is available for field

trips, has a gift shop featuring the work of local
artisans and crafters.
It also has an event room perfect for bridal

and baby showers, wedding receptions and
meetings.
The North Myrtle Beach Sea Turtle Patrol

holds a program at the museum on Wednes-
days through September.
And, the Music Makers program for babies

and toddlers is also held Wednesdays from
9:30 – noon.
Also new at the museum is the display of a

plank of longleaf pine used in the making of
turpentine.
The trunk is scored at the base to extract the

pine gum.
Developers discovered the tree the plank

comes from in Little River on the present site of
the Glen Dornach Gold Course.
In addition to the pirate, Gene “Swink”

Laughter and longleaf pine exhibits, on-going
exhibits include those depicting rural life

which includes antique tools, the history of the
local fishing industry, river life, recreation and
leisure through the years, and the growth of
technology,  
Also included is an educational display that

includes the history of Chestnut School, the
progression of beach life along the Strand, vin-
tage postcards from the personal collection of
the late Russel R. “Doc” Burgess, and of course,
a tribute to shagging which includes a mural
painted by Lee Bivens of Atlanta, Georgia.
Coming soon to the museum is current

drone photography to compliment the collec-

tion of work by local photographer Jack
Thompson. 
Also coming soon is a traveling exhibit Alt-

man is working on, showing the history of
shagging.
“Other museums don’t have any information

about our state dance,” she said. 
“The work of collecting never ends,” Altman

said about the education the local museum of-
fers. “People need to know where they come
from. It’s part of the road they’re taking in life.” 
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Pirates, Society of Stranders among new exhibits at NMB Historical Museum
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A big-as-life statue of Blackbeard greets visitors in the lobby of the North Myrtle
Beach Historic Museum.
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