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Q. Is there a group or or-
ganization around Conway
or Horry County that takes
old and used cell phones
and uses them or reuses
them for a worthwhile pur-
pose? If so, where can I
take my phones? I’ve got
several of them.
A. We’ve really put an ef-

fort into finding a local
group that wants your
phones, but so far we’ve
been unsuccessful. How-
ever, we did find an alterna-
tive that you might like.
Big Sky Recycling isn’t

local, but it does refurbish
phones and put them, or
the profits it gets from sell-
ing them, to good use. All
profits are donated to three
types of nonprofit causes:
one is military, another is
environmental and the
third is humanitarian, ac-
cording to a company
spokesperson.
If you have five or more

phones, the group will
cover the cost of shipping
and provide a shipping
label for you. If you have
fewer than five phones, the
group will ask you to pay for
shipping.

You can go online to the
group’s website and find a
link to print your shipping
label. The group promises
to get back to you within an
hour, sending you all the in-
structions to schedule a
pickup or find a post office.
You don’t even have to

leave your home if you’re
donating five or more
phones.
Check info@bigskyrecy-

clng.com or call (971) 373-
6217.
You might also want to

check out info@cellphones-
forsoldiers.com. Here again,
there is no local drop-off
place. Your phones will
have to be mailed.
Anyone who knows of a

local group that collects
used cellphones for a chari-
table cause can call Kathy
Ropp at (843) 488-7241.

Q. What are the rules re-
garding how close to a
stream trees can be har-
vested?
A. Holly Welch, manager

of the S.C. Forestry Com-
mission’s environmental
program, answered your
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County Council scraps local mining regulations
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Horry County Council
gave up any local control of
the mining industry Tues-
day, leaving that responsi-
bility solely in the hands of
state health officials.
By an 8-3 vote, the coun-

cil approved a series of or-
dinances drafted by mining
industry lawyers. It’s a pol-
icy that emerged after a
federal judge ruled that
mining regulations are the
purview of the state De-
partment of Health and En-
vironmental Control
(DHEC). The judge did say
the county could maintain
some control over mining
through zoning, but the
council opted to turn over
all mining regulations to
DHEC.
“We are giving in effect a

blank check to the mining
industry,” said Horry
County Councilman Gary
Loftus, who along with
councilmen Danny Hardee
and Harold Worley cast the
votes opposing the policy.
The county began rewrit-

ing its mining regulations

after an April 15 order from
U.S. District Judge Sherri
Lydon, who ruled that the
local permitting process
could not preempt state
law. Lydon took issue with
the county’s mine permit-
ting ordinance, which the
council used in 2017 to
block a proposed limestone
mine in the Red Bluff com-
munity after a group of res-

idents there raised environ-
mental concerns about the
project.
Red Bluff Rock, LLC, the

company behind the mine,
then sued the county, alleg-
ing in court documents
that county council’s deci-
sion cost the business tens
of millions of dollars.
After Lydon’s order, the

county settled the case and

began the process of
rewriting its mining rules.
Initially, the county pro-
posed removing the mine
permitting policy and cre-
ating new regulations that
would include a “mining
floating zone.” This would
have let property owners
whose land wasn’t in a dis-
trict that allowed commer-
cial mining to pursue
rezoning for that activity.
Under this proposal, these
zones would not have been
within 500 feet of residen-
tial structures or close to
business districts. The in-
tent of the policy was to
place mines near similar
land uses.
But after that ordinance

was proposed, the council
scrapped it and went to a
policy developed by the at-
torneys who successfully
sued the county in the Red
Bluff case. That package of
three ordinances received
final approval Tuesday.
“We have taken an ordi-

nance that we had, that
staff worked hard on, and
what happened to it?” Lof-
tus asked. “Instead, we

A request for a local mining permit was rejected by
Horry County leaders in 2017 after continued backlash
from Red Bluff residents
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Neighbors worried about CMC's new plans for Carolina Forest hospital
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

When Daniel and Tina Fla-
herty built their house in The
Farm in 2006, they chose a lot
that backed up to trees and
wetlands.
Other neighbors also picked

Picket Fence Lane for its prox-
imity to nature. This is a street
where the stars are clearly visi-
ble at night and it’s not unusual
to hear owls or see deer, foxes

and occasionally bears.  
“It’s like living in the woods,”

Tina Flaherty said. “We love it.”
Yet neighbors have become

increasingly concerned about
what would happen here if a
hospital is built on the tract be-
side their quiet community.
Conway Medical Center is

seeking a rezoning to accom-
modate a 50-bed facility on In-
ternational Drive. The county’s
planning commission will dis-
cuss the project next month

and make a recommendation
on the rezoning, which will
then go to Horry County Coun-
cil for a final decision.
The property being consid-

ered for the hospital is zoned
residential, meaning a subdivi-
sion could be built there now
and no one could stop it. But
the county’s future land use
plan states that the acreage
should be designated as scenic
and conservation land. The
proposed hospital has already

faced pushback from the state
Department of Natural Re-
sources (DNR), which objected
to building a medical facility
near two large tracts of public
land that will be periodically
burned for wildfire control.
In response to DNR’s con-

cerns, CMC redesigned the fa-
cility and moved it away from
the preserve land. But the new
layout shifted the medical cen-
ter closer to the developed end
of International Drive — the

one that includes The Farm.
“The biggest concern that

we’re going to have here is the
noise that it’s going to bring to
this neighborhood,” said Rich
McAndrew, who has lived at
the end of Picket Fence Lane
for over five years. “When all
these folks here bought [their
homes], it was because it’s a
beautiful neighborhood, it’s a
beautiful area, it’s very quiet. …
Everybody knew that that over
there, that piece of land over

there, was zoned strictly for
residential. So no worries. The
worst that’s going to happen is
we’re going to have another de-
velopment over there. Now
overnight, all of a sudden they
want to change that and we
could have a hospital there.”
About 15 neighbors met at

McAndrew’s house Sunday
night to discuss the hospital
and launch a petition drive.
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The Third Annual Rivertown Regatta was a huge success
Saturday night with crowds filling the Conway Marina and
riverwalk. This year’s parade had 18 brightly-lit boats deco-
rated with Christmas themes sailing from the Savannah
Bluff Landing to the railroad trestle and back to the ma-
rina. Organizer Rhonda Hardee said boats that participated

in the event came from North Myrtle Beach, Murrells Inlet,
Myrtle Beach, Conway and Dillon. Money collected from
the event will be donated to the Oak Tree Farms. Hardee is
already looking forward to next year’s parade, saying peo-
ple who want to enter can call her at (843) 902-8653. 

BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Although Conway City Council usually
rides in a city fire truck in the annual
Christmas parade, this year they’ll climb
into a train built by city employee Darrell
McDowell for the Christmas light show.
City Administrator Adam Emrick

sounded excited Monday night as he
talked about this year’s light show and

the enthusiastic people that it has al-
ready attracted.
After motorists looking for the Christ-

mas spirit view the free light show along
Marina Drive, they head to Laurel Street
to the site of the former Conway Police
Station for food and more fun that in-
cludes a free train ride.
Emrick estimates that this past week

from Thursday to Sunday about 1,000
people rode the train.

He said he’s heard nothing but good
comments about this year’s lights that
cover Downtown Conway. Viewing the
lights along Marina Drive is free this year
and excited Christmas lovers can go
through as many times as they want.
He said he helped work with the train

ride a little this past week and was im-
pressed with the enthusiasm he saw

City Council excited about this year’s light show 

BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

After four years of working
as Conway’s city attorney
and municipal prosecutor,
Sanford Graves has been se-
lected to succeed Jane
Mackey as the city’s associ-
ate judge.
“I always say that I’m fol-

lowing her and not replacing
her because there’s a huge
difference, she’s irreplace-
able,” the new associate
judge said.
Grave says Mackey is leav-

ing behind a great team that
she’s assembled, along with
Judge Andy Hendrick. The
other two members of the
court staff are Nikki Gold-
man and Kayla Fleming. 
Mackey plans to retire

next month after 33 years
with the city.
“She’s left the court in a

good position,” he told Con-
way City Council Monday
night, adding that he feels a
lot of love for Conway and
has dedicated a lot of time to
it.
Graves began his new po-

sition Dec. 1 after being
sworn in by Conway Mayor
Barbara Blain-Bellamy.
The associate judge signs

arrest warrants and search
warrants, maintains court
records, levies fines and

penalties as they are brought
before the court. The Con-
way Municipal Court holds
court every week and sets
bonds daily.  
He said Judge Hendrick is

definitely the leader of the
court, so it’s the associate
judge’s job to make sure
everything is ready to go
when Hendrick needs it.
“If for some reasons he

was unavailable, the associ-
ate judge is empowered to
fill in that role,” Graves said.
He expects to spend some

time learning the job from
great teachers and when he
feels like he’s caught up,
there may be some modifi-
cations they’d like to make in
the court.
“But, absolutely, if some-

thing’s working really well,
you don’t want to get too cre-
ative, especially when you
don’t know everything about
it, so once I get past my
learning curve I’ll talk with
Judge Hendrick and see if
there’s anything that he’d like
to do different to try to make
things better for the city,”
Graves said. 
In a prepared statement,

City Administrator Adam
Emrick had strong words of
praise for Graves.
“In my time with the City

LEGAL STAFF, A3

Graves sworn in

as associate judge
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