
Wednesday 

NOVEMBER 16, 2022 

 
VOL 28, No. 09 

 

843-756-1447 
 

Waccamaw Publishers, Inc. 
2510 Main St., Conway, SC 29526 

Attn: Delivery
 
 

50¢

POSTAL PATRON

 

PRESORTED 

STANDARD 

U.S.POSTAGE 
PAID 

CONWAY, S.C. 

PERMIT NO. 44

Address Service Requested

© 2021 Waccamaw Publishers, Inc.

Weather 
WEDNESDAY  

High 97, Few Cloudy 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 

Low 73, Few Clouds 

THURSDAY 

High 95, Mainly Sunny 

THURSDAY NIGHT 

Low 73, Few Clouds 

FRIDAY 

High 92, Partly Cloudy 

FRIDAY NIGHT 

Low 72, Scattered Storms 

SATURDAY 

High 90 Mostly Cloudy

| OUTSIDE |

BY LARRY C. TIMBS JR. 
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 

Fellowship and a delicious 
Thanksgiving meal with turkey and 
all the trimmings will be available 
to the public — free of charge — at 
a Loris Main Street diner on 
Thanksgiving Day. 

The meal will be served from 11 
a.m. until 2 p.m. on Thanksgiving at 
Ernie’s Diner/Sunshine Pancake 
House, 3944 Main St. in Loris. 

It’s being offered to anyone who 
is hungry, lonely or just wanting to 
spend Thanksgiving with a kindred 
soul.  

Or maybe you’re simply wanting 
to share a laugh or a good story 
while you partake in the joy of the 
big holiday. 

Whatever the reason, come to 
Ernie’s Diner on Thanksgiving Day 
in Loris and you’ll get a blessing, 
said Carol Reichert, coordinator for 
the nonprofit organization Open 
Hearts Community Outreach.   

Last year, Open Hearts served 
upwards of 500 free Thanksgiving 
meals at the same diner. That num-
ber might well be eclipsed this year, 

according to Reichert, who noted 
the downturn in the economy and 
inflation as factors making it tough 
for folks to afford groceries.  

She said it’ll be first come, first 
served until all the food is gone on 
Nov. 24. Takeouts will be available 
but likely not as many will be 
offered as last year. Still, however, 
takeouts will be delivered to the 
Loris Garden Apartments and to 
the Watson Apartments in Loris. 

And all the scrumptious food will 
be provided courtesy of donations 
from local churches, individuals, 
professionals and business people 
in Loris. 

The menu includes turkey, dress-
ing, mashed potatoes, green beans, 
corn, macaroni and cheese, cran-

berry sauce, desserts and iced tea 
or coffee. 

All served on real dishes on table-
cloths by volunteers in an approxi-
mately 75-seat diner. 

“It’s set up real lovely. We go all 
out. We want it nice for the people 
that come,”  Reichert said. “It’s all 
volunteers. If anybody gets any tips 
or anything at all, it goes back to 
Open Hearts.” 

She noted that volunteers and 
planners have been working to 
make this big event happen for 
many weeks. (Reichert’s husband 
Tom is the director of Open Hearts 
Community Outreach). 

Friends at a church started it 
years ago before Open Hearts was 
in existence, and Reichert was 

involved even then. The free 
Thanksgiving dinner has continued 
under the Open Hearts banner for 
the past 10 years.  

“We just try to help people when 
we can,” she said. “It’s a wonderful 
thing and we want people to know 
about it. . . Ernie lets us use his 
diner. He’s very generous.” 

But why the free Thanksgiving 
dinner in the first place? Why all the 
detailed work, all the meetings and 
planning and sacrifice and working 
with the dozens of volunteers—all 
at no pay whatsoever for anyone— 
to pull off such a huge community 
undertaking? 

“We do this because we know 
there’s people that are lonely on 
Thanksgiving, or people don’t have 
a family” or they’re strapped finan-
cially, Reichert said. “People look 
forward to it. They’ve asked way 
before Thanksgiving if we’re doing 
it again this year.” 

For more information on the free 
Thanksgiving dinner in Loris, go to 
the Open Hearts Community 
Outreach Facebook page, call 843-
361-5986 or email openheart-
sofloris@yahoo.com.

Free turkey dinner will be served in downtown Loris on Thanksgiving
“We just try to help people when we can. It’s a 

wonderful thing and we want people to know about 

it.” 

Carol Reichert 
Open Hearts Community Outreach 

BY CHARLES D. PERRY AND TOM O’DARE 
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 

Parents and school staff sounded off 
Monday night about Horry County Schools' 
new process for choosing the books in 
school libraries.  

Last week, the school board decided that 
a special committee would decide which 
new books and materials are available on 
each school’s shelves. That task had tradi-
tionally been the responsibility of the 
school’s librarian. 

“If this committee simply encouraged 
more input from school members and par-
ents, that would be very, very welcomed,” 
said Meredith Ritchie, the school librarian 
at Blackwater Middle School. “However, 
having a school-level library media adviso-

ry committee that has to approve every 
book purchase is harmful to the betterment 
of the library collection and is a bit belit-
tling to your school librarians who work 
very hard to know the student population 
as a whole and try to make the collection as 
strong as it can be.” 

For each school, the new library media 
advisory committee will include the school 
library specialist, an administrator, a 
teacher representing core content, an 
instructional coach and four parents who 
are serving on the Parent Council, Advisory 
Board, School Improvement Council or 
PTO Board. The school principal will select 
the committee members. 

The committee will review the needs of 
the library, approve materials before they 
are placed in the library and provide input 

annually on the school library/media cen-
ter. 

The discussion about school library 
books in Horry County comes amid a 
national conversation about the content of 
school materials and censorship. 

Earlier this year, the nonprofit PEN 
America released a report that described a 
growing national movement to ban books 
in schools. The report’s data came from the 
2021-2022 academic year and found more 
than 1,600 instances of titles being banned. 
Of those, 41% specifically dealt with 
LGBTQ+ themes and 21% addressed race 
and racism. 

Nationwide, PEN America identified at 
least 50 groups advocating for book bans. 
The “most banned” books of the 2021-2022 
school year included “Beloved” by Nobel 

laureate Toni Morrison, according to the 
nonprofit's report. 

Closer to home, last year Gov. Henry 
McMaster called for the removal of Maia 
Kobabe’s "Gender Queer: A Memoir" from 
public school libraries. The book focuses 
on gender identity. 

“The concern about book banning we 
have here in Horry County follows other 
concerning reports the ACLU has received 
of library censorship efforts happening 
elsewhere,” said Nick Mercer, an Horry 
County resident and staffer with the 
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU). 

“Removing books from the shelves of the 
school library is a concerning encroach-
ment on the students’ First Amendment  

 
SCHOOL LIBRARY, A2 

Protecting students or unnecessary censorship?

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Ken Coleman urges the board to get back to basics during a public discussion about books being allowed in school libraries during the Horry County Schools board meeting on Monday.

Horry County school board’s new library policy draws criticism, praise

http://myhorrynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=74a53589-03ca-5535-bf20-bfec8bc8a955

