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Weather
High 67, mostly cloudy

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Low 48, mostly cloudy

THURSDAY

High 67, mostly cloudy

FRIDAY

High 65, mostly cloudy

SATURDAY

High 70, mostly cloudy

| OUTSIDE | | HAPPENINGS |

Address Service Requested

The Cedar Branch
Community Center presents
a trip to the Ark Encounter
located in Kentucky (Noah’s
Ark reconstructed) May 13-
18, 2019. The trip is six days,
five nights and cost is $585.
To make arrangements call
Linda Hemingway at 843-
455-7242.

Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has a
Blessing Box available each
Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
This box contains nonperish-

able food items and individ-
uals in need are encouraged
to come to the box. It will
located inside the church.

Dogwood Hill Baptist Church
Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion
Rd., Loris, has a food pantry
the third Saturday of each
month from 8 a.m. until 10
a.m. This institution is an
equal opportunity provider.

The Master's Table has its
monthly food giveaway
every fourth Saturday of

each month from 8 a.m.
until noon. Must present
proper ID and is an equal
opportunity provider. The
store is open Tuesday
through Saturday 9 a.m. – 4
p.m. Any group that would
like to help with the pass
out, call Barry Long at 843-
902-9078.

The Loris Area Lions Club
meets the first and third
Tuesday evenings of each
month from 7-8 p.m. at
Dale’s Seafood, 100 South

US Highway 701 Bypass,
Tabor City, N.C. For addition-
al information on our meet-
ings and or the Lions Club’s
organization, call Lion Jim
Murph at 756-7900.

The Loris Civitan Club, an all
volunteer service organiza-
tion organized in 1938
where men and women
have an organized way of
approaching community
problems through service
and fund raising activities,
meets at 7 p.m. on the sec-

ond and fourth Tuesday
evenings of each month
(except December) at
Backyard BBQ, 5107 Main
St., Loris. For additional
information call club presi-
dent Charles Webster at
756-4300.

Family Justice Center raising money for domestic violence shelter
BY VIRAJ NAIK
VIRAJ.NAIK@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Domestic violence victims have
no shelter in Horry County, but
there’s an effort to change that.
The Family Justice Center of

Horry and Georgetown Counties is
working to raise money with the
hopes of acquiring a safehouse for
domestic violence victims in Horry
County. A safehouse is a place with
no listed address for those individu-
als who would be able to seek refuge
from imme-diate danger.
“It’s desperately needed,” Fred

Nesta, who works as the Horry
County volunteer fundraising chair-
man with the nonprofit, said.
Through a public-private partner-

ship and other means, the center is
working toward raising $1.5 million

dollar in order to purchase or rent a
shelter in the county, officials said,
with the goal of opening the safe-
house as soon as possible.
“Everybody understands the

severity of the problem and should
everybody get involved, we’ll save
lives,” Nesta said. “Not only of
women or children, but of police
officers.”
Nesta explained the figure would

pay for the acquisition of the shelter
as well as one year of op-erations
($750,000.) It would also include
retrofitting the building to keep up
with the standards of how a domes-
tic shelter should be laid out, along
with security.
“A domestic violence shelter has

to be constructed a certain way,” co-
executive director Vicki Bourus with
the Family Justice Center said,
adding it would need to have an
alarm system built in, and be tai-
lored for group living with multiple
families staying there at a time.
“We’re in a continual fundraising

mode to raise money in many differ-
ent ways,” Bourus said. “It’s expen-
sive … and requires lot of support.
The problem of domestic violence
in Horry County is really serious so
the need is there and we don’t want
anybody to be hurt or killed when
they could be safe in our shelter.”
Horry County Police Chief Joseph

Hill previously said domestic vio-
lence victims often have to be trans-

ported by an officer to the
Georgetown County line where a
Georgetown County depu-ty picks
them up, straining resources and
time. Nesta said Myrtle Beach police
often have to do the same.
“In many cases, women lose their

jobs because they can’t get back …
to work,” Nesta said.
Nesta said a safehouse in the

county is necessary because of its
lack of one.
As such, he came up with an idea

for participating local businesses to
have a card included with patrons’
checks that asks if one would like to
donate money for a domestic vio-
lence shel-ter in Horry County. 
A specific dollar amount could

then be added to their total bill in
different increments if they chose to
donate, Nesta explained.
The participating businesses

would also have a thermometer
graphic, which would keep track of
funds donated to a total of $10,000,
he said.
The cards and thermometers

should be in place by the first week
of March, Nesta said.
Nesta said though discussions are

still in the early stages, the organiza-
tion is working to speak with Myrtle
Beach and Horry County officials to
see if they’d like to pitch in funds to
help with the shelter. 

Figure would pay for the acquisition of shelter as well as one year of operations ($750,000)
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Republican Rep. Tom Rice visited Shorty’s Grill in Loris this past Wednesday to talk with residents to find out about their concerns.

Some Horry County
councilmen upset
about $5,200 price
tag for budget retreat
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Horry County Council’s out-of-
town budget retreat will cost about
$5,200.
But some council members

would rather see the council save
some of that money by holding the
planning session locally instead of
at Santee Cooper’s waterfront con-
ference center in Pinopolis.
Although the retreat wasn’t on the
council’s Tuesday night agenda,
Councilman Tyler Servant brought
up the issue near the end of the
meeting.
“This is a perfect example of a

waste of taxpayer dollars, especially
when we have so many pressing
needs and we can do it free right
here in Horry County in Conway,”
he said. “Like my grandfather
always said, Mr. Chairman,
‘Nothing beats free.’”
Although the retreat technically

wouldn’t be free — the county pays
for the councilmen's meals anyway
— the local price tag would obvi-
ously be lower than the cost of the
Wampee Conference Center, an
isolated facility on a former planta-
tion overlooking Lake Moultrie.
The center is popular with local
governments. Councils from
Conway, North Myrtle Beach and
Myrtle Beach have all held budget
retreats there.
The $5,200 bill covers the cost of

three meals per day and two nights’
lodging for council members and
key county staff, said county coun-
cil clerk Pat Hartley. It also includes
the rental fee for the center’s meet-
ing room. 
Council members said they

started booking the center every
other year as a way to allow new
council members to become better
acquainted with their peers. But
critics have argued that holding the
budget retreat 90 miles from the
county seat prevents residents
from attending important meet-
ings, public meetings where coun-
cil members discuss how they
should spend more than half a bil-
lion dollars.
“All I would say is I just cannot

BUDGET RETREAT, A2

Shorty's packed to hear Tom Rice 
BY SCOTT HARPER 
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Shorty’s Grill was overflowing
this past Wednesday evening as
Republican Rep. Tom Rice made
a stop to talk to residents and
find out about their concerns.
The meeting was set to begin

at 5 p.m. but Rice arrived much
earlier and spent that time chat-
ting one-on-one with people in
the restaurant before the town
hall-type session got underway.
Kevin Gause, a very active

member of the Loris Recreation
Department, asked Rice if there
is anything Washington can do
to help with some of the recre-
ation needs in the city.
“I am looking for help any-

where I can get it,” Gause said.
Rice told Gause, “we will help

you look for any kinds of grants
that may be available.” He
referred Gause to his assistant
who took down his contact
information.
Rice talked about the role he

says Congress has played in
helping to reduce the unemploy-
ment rate nationwide, and local-
ly. He said two years ago the job-
less rate in Marion County was
9.6-percent.
“It is now 5.2-percent. In a

year-and-a-half. That is awe-
some,” he said. “We still have a
lot of work to do. There are way
too many people who are still on
the sidelines.”
He said “every person we get

off the welfare role and on the
job role is a win. It is a win for
them. It is a win for their family.
It is a win for their neighbor-
hood. It is a win for the county,
and state, and country.”
Rice said he will “not stop

pushing” until as many people
as possible have jobs.
Rice then opened the floor for

questions from others.
One man wanted to ask about

what can be done about the
gridlock in Washington.
“It appears a lot of people’s

energy is spent on what they are

against rather than how they can
get things done,” the man said.
He asked Rice what can be

done to find common ground
among lawmakers.
“Things you see on TV tend to

be all negative. Because that is
what sells the commercials,”
Rice responded. “Today, in this
big digital world with all of these
different news outlets, every-
body can pick whatever team
they want to and listen to that
team and not even hear the
other team. That causes us to
separate.”
Rice said another problem is

airplanes.
He said in days gone by, mem-

bers of Congress from both par-
ties would get together after-
hours in Washington and do
things together. That socializing
would help them work together
on the issues.
But, now -- because of the

speed of jet airplanes -- as soon
as the session ends for the week,
they all get out of Washington

and back to their homes as fast
as possible.
“Back then, you lived in

Washington and raised your kids
there and Democrats and
Republicans went to church
together…That led to a certain
level of trust,” he said. “Now,
they limit the time we are in
Washington and we cram it all
in. We are working at break-neck
pace from 8 in the morning until
10 at night. That leaves no time
to get together and do bipartisan
things.”
Rice was also asked about

term limits. He said he supports
term limits but will only agree to
do it to himself if it becomes a
practice throughout Congress.
“I am not going to self-impose

term limits on myself,” he said.
“I will only do it if the rules apply
to everybody else. Why is that?
Because, if I go to Washington
and say I am only going to serve
three terms, they will not put me
on any good committees. That
hurts you guys.”
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