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‘A real person sounding Taps’

BY LARRY C. TIMBS JR. 

INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
Nearly every day at dusk, 

the sad, enchanting sound of 
“Taps” emerges from Lash 
Bragan’s backyard. 

Bragan, the bugler playing 
the solemn song, picked up 
the instrument for the first 
time last year. Before that, he 
had never played anything 
other than a recorder in the 
fourth grade. But the 54-
year-old U.S. Army veteran 
wanted to honor service men 
and women with a serious, 
authentic sound. 

“For those of us who 
served our country, we de-
serve a real person sounding 
‘Taps,’ not a recording,” said 
Bragan, who lives in the 
Southwood neighborhood 
between S.C. 544 and U.S. 17 
Bypass. 

It’s called “sounding Taps” 
when someone’s actually 
playing the tune through the 
bugle. This is the forlorn, 
captivating melody that’s 
often played by a single 
bugle or trumpet and heard 
at military funerals, wreath 
laying services and memori-
al ceremonies. 

Bragan served in the Army 
for four years in the late 
1980s and was part of a secu-
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Lash Bragan's musical experience was limited to playing a recorder as a child. But he asked his family for a bugle so he could learn to play ‘Taps’ in honor of veterans. He found a 
trumpeter online and asked for help. “I called him and talked to him about three or four times, he helped me out, but it’s a lot of practicing,” the U.S. Army veteran said.

He wanted to 
honor veterans, 
so he learned to 
play the bugle

rity detail for a mobile nu-
clear missile unit in Ger-
many. His bugling began 
after he went to the 30th re-
union of his Army outfit. 
That’s where he discovered 
that five of the soldiers he 

had served with had passed 
away. He also learned that 
many renditions of “Taps” 
played at funerals come 
from a digital bugle.  

“The person on the honor 
guard is holding up a fake 

bugle,” Bragan said. “There’s 
a speaker inside it, and that’s 
the sound that’s playing the 
‘Taps.’ … I thought, wait a 
minute.  That’s not right. So I 
made up my mind. I said, 
‘I’m going to learn how to 

sound ‘Taps.’ . .  At least 
those five people that I 
served with that are gone, I 
can sound ‘Taps’ in their 
honor.  They would have a 
person sounding ‘Taps’ for 
them and it’s not a record-

ing.” 
Bragan's family gave him 

a bugle as a Father's Day gift 
last year. With the help of a 
booklet that came with the 
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Myrtle Beach officials want to 

get out of the campground leasing 
business by selling about 145 acres 
inside Lakewood Camping Resort 
and PirateLand Family Camping 
Resort. 

But the sale could cost Myrtle 
Beach International Airport mil-
lions of dollars. The proposal upset 

county officials, 
who remain con-
cerned about the 
impact of the 
city’s decision on 
the airport. 

“It’s absolutely 
needed,” Horry 
County Council 
Chairman Johnny 
Gardner said of 

the airport funding. Gardner ques-

tions whether the city should even 
be selling the property. And if that 
happens, should the city split the 
proceeds of the sale with the coun-
ty? “You better believe that we’re 
going to be talking about it.” 

In the first of two required ap-
provals, the Myrtle Beach City 
Council voted Tuesday to sell the 
land to the owners of the two 
campgrounds for $60 million. The 
five-year deal begins with $10 mil-

lion being paid by the end of the 
year and the remaining $50 mil-
lion paid over the next five years. 

City Manager John Pedersen 
said there are 700 privately-owned 
structures that sit on city-owned 
land inside the two campgrounds. 

Currently, the city leases the land 
to the two campground owners 
with a take of $3.6 million annual-
ly. In a deal struck in 2004, the city 
agreed to send 75% of the lease 

revenue, or $2.7 million, to the 
county to be used at the airport. 

Pedersen said the county’s cut is 
not addressed in the sale agree-
ment. But, he said, the split applies 
only to lease revenue. 

“We believe it does not apply to 
proceeds of the sale,” he said. 

County officials disagree. 
On Nov. 6, Horry County  
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County objects to Myrtle Beach’s plan to sell campground land, cut airport funding

Gardner
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Dr. Radley Short talks about Grand Strand’s new Carolina Forest 
emergency department. Officials broke ground at the site Monday.

New Carolina Forest emergency department opening in 2021
BY CHARLES D. PERRY 

CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
Construction crews broke ground 

on Grand Strand Medical Center’s 
Carolina Forest emergency depart-
ment this month. 

The 11,000-square-foot facility is 
expected to be finished by the sum-
mer, and Grand Strand staff hope to 
begin serving patients there in August 
or September. The building will have 
10 beds and will operate 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. 

“We are thrilled to expand our 

emergency care to meet the needs of 
one of our fastest-growing communi-
ties,” said Dr. George Helmrich, 
Grand Strand’s chief medical officer, 
in a prepared statement. “We are ded-
icated to ensuring that our families in 
Carolina Forest and beyond receive 
the highest quality of care they need, 

close to home, to quickly recover and 
return to their daily life. The experi-
ence with our physicians, nurses and 
other clinicians is just one of the rea-
sons families across the region 
choose Grand Strand Health for their 
emergency care.” 

At a groundbreaking ceremony 
Monday, Grand Strand staff talked 
about the healthcare needs of the 
rapidly growing Carolina Forest 
area. More than 10,400 additional res-
idential units are planned for the 
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Building will have 10 beds 
and will operate 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week
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