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Weather
High 80, mostly sunny

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Low 60, rain 80%

THURSDAY

High 74, mostly sunny

FRIDAY

High 74, sunny

SATURDAY

High 79, sunny

| OUTSIDE | | HAPPENINGS |

Address Service Requested

Cherry Hill presents
Beautiful Maine tour for
seven days, six nights
(Sunday – Saturday) June
14-20. Includes motorcoach
transportation, six night
lodging including four con-
secutive nights in Maine, 10
meals: six breakfasts and
four dinners, guided tour of
Portland, Maine’s largest
city-by-the-sea, guided tour
of quaint Kennebunk and
Kennebunkport, tour of his-
toric Victoria Mansion, guid-
ed tour of Pineland Farms, a
picturesque working farm,

visit to Boothbay Railway
Village, including a vintage
train ride, and visit to the
Seashore Trolley Museum
and countryside trolley ride.
Departure: Cherry Hill
Baptist Church, 2020 Daisy
Road, Loris at 8 a.m. and
then City of Dillon Wellness
Center, 1647 Commerce
Drive, Dillon at 9:30 a.m.
Cost is $699.* $75 due upon
signing. *Price per person,
based on double occupancy.
Add $225 for single occu-
pancy. Final payment due
April 7. For more pictures,

video and information visit:
www.GroupTrips.com/Cherr
yHill. For more information
and reservations contact
Alvin Jackson at 843-902-
3366.

Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has
a Blessing Box available
each Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:30
p.m. This box contains non-
perishable food items and
individuals in need are
encouraged to come to the
box. It is located inside the
church.

Dogwood Hill Baptist Church
Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion
Rd., Loris, has a food pantry
the third Saturday of each
month from 8 a.m. until 10
a.m. This institution is an
equal opportunity provider.

The Loris Civitan Club meets
at 7 p.m. on the second and
fourth Tuesday evenings of
each month (except
December) at Backyard BBQ,
5107 Main St., Loris. For
more information call
Charles Webster at 843-756-
4300. CANCELED.

The Loris Area Lions Club
meets the first and third
Tuesday evenings of each
month from 7-8 p.m. at
Dale’s Seafood. For more
information call Lion Jim
Murph at 756-7900.
CANCELED
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Oscar Chavez evens out a row while his wife Michele works on an irrigation line and Niko balances on dirt clods at their Microledon Farm outside of Conway. 

Delayed market openings challenge Horry farmers
BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Although local farmers  typi-
cally sell at area farmer’s mar-
kets agree that delaying the
market openings is the safe
thing to do, many of them are
scrambling to get fresh pro-
duce to their customers and
keep their businesses afloat.
Oscar Chavez and his family

at Microlodon Farms in
Conway said he understands

why the market isn’t opening
yet, but it still stings. 
About 80 percent of

Chavez’s business previously
came from selling microgreens
to local restaurants. The gover-
nor’s ban on sit-down dining
has impacted his livelihood. 
“When a lot of them pulled

out, that kind of hurt,” he said.
“So we’re trying to figure out a
way to do this."
Last year was his first time

with Conway Farmer’s Market,

and he had big plans for this
year’s crops.
“We got ramped up,” he

said. “We hoped to hit the
ground running this year with
the market. Now with the mar-
ket just sending the message
that they are extending start-
up, I thought ‘Aw, come on!’”
His operation started with

an urban garden behind a
house he rented, but he
recently moved to a larger five-
acre property off S.C. 905. 

They have salad greens and
root crops such as beets and
carrots. They are also non-
tractor based, meaning they
use hand tools and have a
walk-behind, self-propelled
plow. 
A 60-foot greenhouse for his

property is in the works as well
for more indoor growing.
“It’s crazy this is our first

true year on this piece of prop-
erty,” Chavez said. "It couldn’t
have happened at a worse

time."
He has reached out to other

area farmers to see if they
could put together a produce
box to sell with “all different
goodies” and hopes that
comes to fruition.
Chavez has been offering

home delivery of his goods
within a certain radius. People
can pay online, and he will
drop it off with no contact. His
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South Carolina businesses scrambled to secure billions for their employees
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@ MYHORRYNEWS.COM

South Carolina stands to
get about $4 billion in the
next week or ten days to keep
small business employees
working and the state’s econ-
omy afloat.
That’s the estimate of how

much is headed to the
Palmetto State through the
new Payroll Protection
Program (PPP) after banks
jumped on the task of sub-

mitting applications so the
state’s businesses could get
their share of the $350 billion
stimulus program. 
The PPP was designed by

the federal government to
help compensate employees
for the money that’s been lost
through the COVID-19 pan-
demic and resulting business
slowdown.
Demand for the money

was so high, in fact, that it ran
out early Thursday morning,
slightly ahead of what some

experts were predicting.
Wayne Wicker, chairman

and chief executive officer of
South Atlantic Bank, said his
staff stayed late into the night
Wednesday because they
knew the money was about
to run out, and they wanted
their customers to get their
share of the first-come, first-
serve funds.
During the two weeks

when applications were being
taken, Wicker’s bank
processed more than 650

applications, accounting for
about $75 million in loans,
and that was with only about
one week to prepare for the
onslaught.
Banks had ten days to close

their loans and distribute the
money.
“We got hundreds of them

day one and over the week-
end. We started working
seven days a week as soon as
the program started,” Wicker
said, taking off only for Easter
and a little family time.

One of the early problems
was constant changes being
made to the program by the
government.
“They were kind of build-

ing the plane as they were fly-
ing it, so to speak,” he said.
Fred Green, president and

CEO of the S.C. Bankers
Association, reported that as
of this past Monday at 2 p.m.,
$220 billion had already been
allocated, with about $2.8 bil-
lion of that headed to South
Carolina. By noon on

Wednesday, 20,000 PPP appli-
cations had been approved
for South Carolina for a total
of $3.8 billion. However,
Green said Friday that when
the final numbers are tallied,
he believes that figure will
exceed $4 billion.
The bad news is: now that

the money is gone, it’s gone.
Frank Smith, vice president

and communications project
manager with First Citizens
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County schools

decide to

consider

graduation

alternatives for

Class of 2020
FROM STAFF REPORTS
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

After hearing from
many parents and stu-
dents, Horry County
Schools announced
Thursday night of this
past week that the dis-
trict is considering
other options for gradu-
ations besides virtual
ceremonies.
"Horry County

Schools is committed to
celebrating the Class of
2020. The Horry County
Board of Education, the
District and school lead-
ers appreciate all the
seniors and parents who
reached out to us," the
release said.
"Graduation options
and suggestions that are
similar to those that are
being discussed across
the country will be
taken into considera-
tion."
The decision to hold

virtual graduations was
announced after Gov.
Henry McMaster said
schools would be closed
for the remainder of the
semester because of
COVID-19. Horry
County Schools
Superintendent Rick
Maxey initially said
graduations in the dis-
trict would be virtual
this year, with further
details to come from
each high school at a
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Committee discusses spring sports, beautification and more
BY SCOTT HARPER 
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

As the City of Loris begins
to try to get back to some type
of normal during the contin-
ued COVID 19 pandemic, the
Community Programs
Committee held a virtual
meeting Monday.

Building Official / Code
Enforcement Officer Brandon
Harrelson said there is hope
for some sort of spring sports
season if the governor lifts the
state of emergency in mid-
May as currently planned.
Before the coronavirus

pandemic hit, plans were in
place for the city to host up to

22 baseball and softball tour-
naments this year in a new
partnership with Top Gun
Sports USA.
Top Gun is a company that

organizes baseball tourna-
ments.
Teams competing in the

tournaments will come not
only from South Carolina but

also from surrounding states
and even other parts of the
country.
Plans were in place to also

host tournaments from
USSSA (United States
Specialty Sports Association).
Harrelson said if action can

begin sometime in May, it is
still possible to host as many

as 12 tournaments during
and between late spring and
early fall.
“We know the kids are itch-

ing to play ball but we have to
follow the social distancing
guidelines,” he said.
He said Dixie Sports is

expected to make an
announcement by May 11 on

what can be expected the rest
of this year.
“We hope to salvage at least

some of the season. We want
to do something so these kids
can have some sort of enjoy-
ment.” Harrelson said.
He said if it is eventually

CITY COUNCIL, A3

http://myhorrynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=6a2fbc6b-11fb-5ed4-8ec4-0b65a51a9d9c
http://myhorrynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=6a2fbc6b-11fb-5ed4-8ec4-0b65a51a9d9c
http://myhorrynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=6a2fbc6b-11fb-5ed4-8ec4-0b65a51a9d9c
http://myhorrynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=6a2fbc6b-11fb-5ed4-8ec4-0b65a51a9d9c

