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Weather
High 77, Rain 80%

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Low 71, Rain 80%

THURSDAY

High 79, Rain 90%

FRIDAY

High 76, mostly cloudy

SATURDAY

High 69, mostly sunny

| OUTSIDE | | HAPPENINGS |

Address Service Requested

OHCO Annual Thanksgiving
Dinner will be held Thursday,
Nov. 26 at Ernie’s Diner /
Sunshine Pancake House, 3944
Main St., Loris, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Dinner is free and dine-in or
carry-out is available. For
more information call 843-
361-5986.

Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has a
Blessing Box available each
Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
This box contains nonperish-
able food items and individu-
als in need are encouraged to

come to the box. It is located
inside the church.
Dogwood Hill Baptist Church
Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion Rd.,
Loris, has a food pantry the
third Saturday of each month
from 8 a.m. until 10 a.m. “In
accordance with Federal civil
rights law and U.S. Dept. of
Agriculture (USDA) civil rights
regulations and policies, the
USDA programs are prohibit-
ed from discriminating based
on race, color, national origin,
sex, disability, age or reprisal
or retaliation for prior civil
rights activity in any program

or activity conducted or fund-
ed by USDA. Persons with dis-
abilities who require alterna-
tive means of communication
for program information (e.g.
Braille, large print, audiotape,
American Sigh Language, etc.)
should contact the Agency
(state or local) where they
applied for benefits.
Individuals who are deaf, hard
of hearing or have speech dis-
abilities may contact USDA
through the Federal Relay
Service at 800-877-8330.
Additionally, program infor-
mation may be made avail-

able in languages other than
English. To file a program
complaint of discrimination,
complete the USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint
Form, (AD-3027) found online
at: http://www.ascr.usda.
gov/complaint_filing_cust.htm
l and at any USDA office, or
write a letter addressed to
USDA and provide in the let-
ter all of the information
requested in the form. To
request a copy of the com-
plaint form, call 866-632-9992.
Submit your completed form
or letter to USDA by:

(1) Mail: USDA office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil
Right, 1400 Independence Ave.
SW, Washington, DC 20250-
9410. (2) Fax: 202-690-7442 or
(3) Email:
program.intake@usda.gov
This institution is an equal
opportunity provider.

BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Phyllis Richardson’s sib-
lings and cousins always
called her Chicken Little
when she wouldn’t jump the
“canal-sized” ditch with them
in front of their Galivants
Ferry home.
“They always jumped

across it. I was always scared.
But I promise you I jumped it
that night,” Richardson said.
Richardson jumped that

ditch at age 12 in December
1972, when she followed her
father out of the house after
two military planes crashed
in mid-air above Horry
County, and it seemed likely
the fiery remnants of the large
aircraft were headed straight
for their home.
“He hollered to my mama

to get us out,” Richardson
remembers, referring to her
and her three siblings that
ranged in age from six
months old to ten years old.
Thirteen men died in the

December 5, 1972 crash,
when according to an Air
Force incident report, an F-
102 interceptor based out of
McEntire Air National Guard
base near Columbia collided
in mid-air with a C-130 trans-
port plane out of Pope Air
Force Base in North Carolina,
crashing to the ground near
the Bayboro area off Joyner
Swamp Road.
Horry County Council

plans to hold a memorial for
the victims of that crash on
December 5 at 2 p.m. in
Berea Baptist Church on
Joyner Swamp Road.

Councilman Al Allen said that
a memorial headstone and
historical roadside marker
were going to be installed in
their honor.
“The accident occurred on

a night combat profile mis-
sion, referred to as a CORO-
NET SIERRA mission,
designed to test the various
options and capabilities of
the … aircraft,” the Air Force
incident report read, noting it
was a training mission.
Questions still remain

about the cause and details of
the crash, and according to
Jamie Thompkins of the
Horry County Historical
Preservation Society, the
highly-redacted incident
reports were not released
until the late 2000s. Allegedly
the mission was a secret,
highly-classified endeavor.
According to a December

13, 1972 article in Conway’s

Field and Herald newspaper,
at around 7:25 p.m. a fireball
in the air was seen by people
driving on U.S. 701, as well as
some on U.S. 501 in Marion.
“It lit up the entire Earth. It

was the brightest light you
could imagine,” Richardson
said of the crash landing after
the mid-air hit. “We didn’t see
the collision in the air, but we
heard it. It shook the house
awful hard.”
As she followed her father,

who had her baby sibling in
his arms, she saw her mother
and siblings in the doorway,
where her mother seemed to
be frozen in fear.
“I do remember looking

back and seeing my mama. I
was crying, knowing in my
mind I might not see them
again [if the plane were to hit
their house],” Richardson

Greg Tyler holds a piece of propeller his family found on their land in the time following a
1972 midair military plane collision where the wreckage landed near their homes. 

Greg Tyler of Galivants Ferry shows a piece of the military
plane that crashed onto his family’s land that was found in
the years after the 1972 midair collision and subsequent
crash near his home when he was 10 years old. The service-
men lost in the crash will be memorialized with a historical
marker and headstone on Dec. 5 in a special ceremony.

‘He hollered to my mama to get us out’

The day in 1972 that rocked Galivants Ferry
Airmen killed in crash to
be honored with memorial

Plexiglass installations for grades
K-5 to get underway next weekend
BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Elementary schools can
expect to have plexiglass
installed around their class-
room desks by November 22,
according to Horry County
Schools officials.
The phased $4 million

installation, which was paid
for by the South Carolina
Department of Education,
will begin at the elementary
level on November 13, with
most of the work being done
on the weekends.
The use of plexiglass,

according to new guidance
from the S.C. Department of
Health and Environmental
Control, says that students
could safely be three feet
apart instead of six, while still

wearing masks.
In early October,

Superintendent Rick Maxey
said that plexiglass would
enable HCS to get more chil-
dren in a classroom together
safely, but that the installa-
tion would not serve as a
substitute to mask-wearing.
The plexiglass will sur-

round three edges of the stu-
dents’ desks and extend a
foot above the child’s head -
there is no plexiglass behind
the child's chair, as the back
is open.
“We want to do everything

we can to get them in school,
but get them in school in a
safe environment,” Maxey
said in October.
According to Daryl Brown,

chief officer of support serv-
ices with HCS, the district has

already received more than
half of the expected plexiglass
frames, and the district will
be receiving two to four
truckloads per day for the
next ten days.
“There will be roughly

22,000 of those setups when
we’re done,” Brown said, not-
ing there would be roughly
110,000 pieces of plexiglass
and frames.
The district has also part-

nered with a different com-
pany for the portion of the
plexiglass frames that needed
to be configured differently
due to some schools using
different table setups. These
setups will begin to be
installed around November
16, Brown said.
“Once we get done with

elementary, we will immedi-

ately go into middle and
high. One at a time,” Brown
said, and hopes middle and
high schools can begin instal-
lation before the holidays.
Maxey said last month that

the district analyzed some
area classrooms and estimat-
ed that without plexiglass,
some classrooms could safely
hold only 14 students and
keep social distancing regula-
tions intact.
DHEC guidelines for the

use of plexiglass in schools
can be found at https://scd-
hec.gov/sites/default/files/m
edia/document/Plexiglass%2
0Use%20in%20Schools_10.5.
20.pdf
The district decided on

Oct. 19 to use their own

This plexiglass example was set up to show the Horry
County Board of Education at their work session Monday
night how the plexiglass would look once installed in the
elementary schools. The district hopes to have all elemen-
tary school desks outfitted before Thanksgiving. 
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