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State employees haven’t seen
a raise in at least 12 years, ac-
cording to S.C. Senator Katrina
Shealy (R-Newberry).
“That’s why we can’t retain

good employees,” Shealy said.
Shealy said that there is a pro-

posal in the works to give state
employees a 5 percent pay in-
crease next year. It would in-
clude public school teachers,
but it would not include state
agency directors or tenured pro-
fessors whose salaries are al-
ready at $100,000 or above. 
The total dent that would

make in the budget is as of yet
undetermined, according to
Shealy. S.C. Senator Greg Hem-
bree, R-28, estimated the price
tag could be around $200 mil-
lion.
“We hire employees, train

them and then they go some-
place else. The Department of
Social Services, the Department
of Corrections – turnover is
huge,” Shealy said. “We need
good employees, we don’t pay
enough when they start. They
work hard, they deserve a pay
raise. We need to do it. It’s some-
thing we’ve let go on too long
without.”
Hembree agrees, and esti-

mated that there’s approxi-
mately half a billion dollars of
recurring money available to
hopefully make this happen.
“We’re just not competitive

with the private sector,” Hem-
bree said.
He said the idea was dis-

cussed at a caucus meeting last
week, and he emphasized that
most of the versions of the pro-
posal kept the $100,000 cap. 
“Here’s the problem…you

give someone making $170,000
a 5 percent raise, that gets to be a
lot, you could have given 10
other people making below that
a raise,” Hembree said. “I’m a lot
more interested in providing
help to those who are really in
that sort of working poor/mid-
dle class wage. I’m not saying
they don’t deserve it, but our
problem is recruitment. I want
to focus on getting that money
at the lower end…with starting
salaries.”
Hembree said that overall

there was interest in the pro-
posal, some with immediate
“I’m in!” exclamations, he said,
but not everyone was onboard.
“There were some mixed feel-

ings about it,” Hembree said. 
Hembree hopes to give the 5

percent raise this year, then 2.5
percent the following year, and
2.5 percent the third year, for a
total of a 10 percent raise. 
“We haven’t run the numbers

on that specific proposal, so I’m
not sure how much of that sur-
plus that would eat up,” Hem-
bree said. 
According to Horry County

School District spokesperson
Lisa Bourcier, teachers could see
a 2.5 percent step increase this
year. 
“The difference here, some-

times they might get 2 percent
but they might not. Year to year
it goes up and down, sometimes
they get zero,” Hembree said.
“This way by doing it in a three-
stage process, you’re guarantee-
ing a 10 percent raise over a
three-year period. They can say
‘I know I’m getting this much
next year, and I know I’m getting
it the next year,’”
Shealy said she’s confident it

will be discussed more in Janu-
ary, and the proposal can be
amended as needed. 
“There are people out there

doing the job every day who
haven’t gotten a raise in a long
time. We want to keep those
people,” Shealy said. “You can’t
keep good employees if you
don’t pay them.”

BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The Grand Strand’s top
industry recruiter insists
that new Horry County
Council Chairman Johnny
Gardner did not try to ex-
tort money from her
agency for his political con-
sultant.
But the matter is now

under investigation by the
State Law Enforcement Di-
vision.
SLED spokesman Thom

Berry confirmed that Horry
County Administrator Chris
Eldridge asked the state po-
lice to look into the allega-
tions this past week. The
case has been assigned to
SLED's Pee Dee Regional
Office.
At issue is a recent meet-

ing Gardner had with
Sandy Davis, president of
the Myrtle Beach Regional
Economic Development
Corp. (EDC). Davis said a
story on a popular political
blog -- and the memo on
which that story is based --
do not accurately describe
her meeting with Gardner,
who was sworn in Thursday
afternoon.
“I never felt threatened

or felt like I was told to hire

anybody,” she said. “I guess
everybody interprets things
differently.”
The five-page confiden-

tial memo was written by
Horry County Government
attorney Arrigo Carotti and
published on the blog Fit-
snews.com Thursday
morning under the head-
line "Horry County Govern-
ment Rocked By Recording
of Alleged Extortion At-
tempt." Myhorrynews.com
has also obtained a copy of
the memo, in which Carotti
writes about information
he said Davis relayed to
him during a meeting in his
office on Dec. 5. Carotti
wrote that he started typing
the memo on Dec. 14 be-
cause “memory fades over
time, and this debacle is
broadening.”
The memo describes how

Gardner and his associate
Luke Barefoot met with
Davis. 
During the meeting,

Barefoot threatened to have
Grand Strand Daily blogger
Paul Gable write a dis-
paraging story about Davis’
lack of education unless the
EDC hired political con-
sultant Donald Smith for
the organization’s public
relations work, according
to the memo. Smith could

provide those services for
$30,000 or $40,000.  
“Sandy told me proudly

that she told him to tell
Paul Gable to go ahead and
print the article as she had
a degree she could show
everyone,” Carotti wrote,
adding that he told Davis
he was pleased with her for
standing up for herself.
The EDC receives more

than $1 million in public
money each year to recruit
companies to the county.
The agency offers incen-
tives to these businesses as
well as to local firms look-
ing to expand. In exchange
for receiving those perks,
these companies hire work-
ers here. Gable has been a
frequent critic of the EDC. 
The memo states that

one of Davis’ colleagues,
Sherri Steele, the EDC’s di-
rector of investor relations,
was also at the meeting
with Barefoot and Gardner

and she recorded the con-
versation on her phone.
When Carotti asked

Davis for a copy of the
recording, she said she
wouldn’t release it and she
didn’t want to get anyone in
trouble, according to the
memo. He said Davis told
him this is not what she
signed up for and that she
wasn’t going to press
charges.
Davis was promoted to

EDC president in October.
Despite the existence of a

tape, there is disagreement
about what transpired at
the meeting between the
EDC leaders and Barefoot
and Gardner.
Davis told myhor-

rynews.com that she
wanted to speak with the
EDC board’s executive
committee before offering
any specifics about what
she believes is inaccurate in
the memo, though she

stressed the extortion nar-
rative about the meeting is
false and the tape reflects
that.
“A lot of it’s fabricated,”

she said. 
The memo does state

that Carotti spoke with
EDC board chairman Neyle
Wilson, who told him Davis
had not expressed the same
concerns to him about the
Barefoot-Gardner meeting.
Carotti also wrote that on

Monday he received a re-
quest from attorney Scott
Bellamy to meet with him.
The memo states that Bel-
lamy told Carotti he repre-
sented the political
consultant Smith and that
Smith had nothing to do
with the Gardner meeting
and could not control what
someone else said. Bellamy
then told Carotti he didn’t
want Eldridge to say any-
thing more to county coun-
cil about the matter
because it could affect his
business, according to the
memo.
Bellamy also provided

Carotti with a copy of an
email Eldridge had sent to
EDC leaders about the
issue.
In the email, Eldridge

said Barefoot’s comments
to Davis at their meeting
“could be viewed as unethi-
cal and possibly illegal” and
that it was widely known
Smith had run Gardner’s
campaign for council chair-
man.
“Asking for thousands of

dollars to be funneled to
him is very concerning,” El-
dridge wrote, adding that
the fact that the conversa-
tion was recorded is even
more worrisome.
“Something of this na-

ture can’t be ‘brushed
under the rug,’” Eldridge
wrote.
On Wednesday, some

EDC and county officials
met to listen to the record-
ing. 
Carotti wrote that he told

the group he was upset
about being pulled into the
situation because of his job
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A house fire in Conway
claimed the life of one per-
son on Dec. 25, according
to city officials. 
Glenn Singleton, 69, of

Conway, died in the Tinker-
town Avenue fire, according
to Horry County Deputy
Coroner Michelle McSpad-
den.
City of Conway

spokesperson Taylor Newell

said the call came in around
6:25 p.m. on Christmas
night.
Newell said it was a gas-

fed fire, and gas had to be
cut off to part of the neigh-
borhood. 
The official cause of the

fire is still under investiga-
tion, she said.
Officials said the fire was

under control by 9 p.m.
News partner WMBF

News contributed to this re-
port.

Christmas day fire
results in a death
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The City of Conway Fire Department had the blaze under control by 9 p.m., officials said.

“I never felt threatened or felt like I was

told to hire anybody. I guess everybody

interprets things differently.”

Sandy Davis
MBREDC president
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New Horry County Council Chairman Johnny Gardner was officially sworn in last Thursday.
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