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Weather
High 78, mostly cloudy

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Low 64, mostly cloudy

THURSDAY

High 78, mostly cloudy

FRIDAY

High 82, partly sunny

SATURDAY

High 85, mostly sunny
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‘Class of 2020 Cruise the Town’ 

Proposed uses for Myrtle Beach Speedway property include hotels, townhouses
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Myrtle Beach Speedway’s
owner plans to close the track
in September, but what the
property will ultimately
become could be decided this
summer.
This week, the landowner

submitted a rezoning request
to Horry County Government
that, if approved, would clear
the way for the nearly 46-acre
site to be redeveloped. The
property sits near the inter-
section of U.S. 501 and S.C. 31
beside Tanger Outlets.
Speedway owner Bob Lutz

said he couldn’t discuss many
details of the proposal
because of a confidentiality
agreement with the developer
who plans to purchase the
property. But he stressed that
the track would not be turned
into a giant subdivision. 

“It will be great for the
community,” he said. “It’s not
just a housing complex. …
There’s a lot of different things
in there, a lot of things that
everyone will enjoy.”
The application submitted

to the county states that the
proposed uses for the proper-
ty include a hotel, townhous-
es, medical offices, senior liv-
ing space and warehouse
storage. Retail or office space
would also be on the site,
according to the application. 
David Schwerd, the coun-

ty’s director of planning and
zoning, said Monday that
county staffers are reviewing
the application and it’s sched-
uled to go before the planning
commission in July. Once a
project receives a recommen-
dation from the planning
commission, it then goes to
Horry County Council for a
decision on approval.

The property’s existing zon-
ing is highway commercial,

which allows more intense
development but does not

permit a mixture of residen-
tial and commercial projects,
Schwerd said. If the land
receives the requested rezon-
ing, the property could hold a
mixture of commercial and
multifamily development (for
example, townhouses).
Originally a dirt track, the

Myrtle Beach Speedway dates
back to 1958. Lutz was part of
a group called Shark
Investments, LLC that pur-
chased the property in 2012
for $2.5 million, according to
county records.
The track’s history includes

serving as a training ground
for some of the sport’s biggest
stars, including three genera-
tions of Earnhardts and four
generations of Pettys.

Final season
Speedway officials have

had to change their racing
schedule because of COVID-

19. They plan to resume rac-
ing on May 23, and Lutz said
there is ample room at the
venue for social distancing.
“We’ve got a large facility,”

he said. “We can accommo-
date 12,000 people. You know,
a regular Saturday night race
usually is between 200 and
400 people. There’s going to
be plenty of room for every-
one to spread out…and not
have to worry.”
The Speedway is also plan-

ning for the MB Nationals Car
and Truck Show June 12-14
and the track’s final monster
truck event June 20-21.
“This monster truck show

is going to be bigger and bet-
ter than any monster truck
show that’s ever been there,”
Lutz said. “This is going to be
a bigger, expanded course. It’s
going to have a lot more
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Jonathan Burrows of Lexington, South Carolina, takes his 1989
Mustang around the in the BF Goodrich Track Days at the
Myrtle Beach Speedway during the annual Mustang Week.

SCOTT HARPER / FOR THE LORIS SCENE

Seniors from Loris High School and Green Sea
Floyds High School enjoyed cruising Loris during

special events that were held over the weekend to
celebrate the Classes of 2020.

Old State Theater
Renovations receives
$20,000 boost 

Horry County
schools plan
for graduation

Cherry Hill traveler group
presents Lancaster Show
Trip and the Dutch Country
for six days, five nights
(Monday - Saturday) Aug.
24-29. Includes motorcoach
transportation, five nights
lodging including three
consecutive nights in the
Lancaster area; eight
meals: five breakfasts and
three dinners; admission to
the Queen Esther Show at
the Sight & Sound
Millennium Theatre;
Gettysburg National Park;
admission to the Amish

Experience and Jacob’s
Choice at the F/X Theatre;
guided tour of
Philadelphia; visit to
charming Kitchen Kettle
Village; and guided tour of
Lancaster. Departure:
Cherry Hill Baptist Church,
2020 Daisy Road, Loris at 8
a.m. and then City of Dillon
Wellness Center, 1647
Commerce Drive, Dillon at
9:30 a.m. Cost is $635.* $75
due upon signing. *Price
per person, based on dou-
ble occupancy. Add $189
for single occupancy. Final

payment due June 17. For
more information and
reservations contact Alvin
Jackson at 843-902-3366.

Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has
a Blessing Box available
each Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:30
p.m. This box contains non-
perishable food items and
individuals in need are
encouraged to come to the
box. It is located inside the
church.
Dogwood Hill Baptist
Church Food Pantry, 1040

Mt. Zion Rd., Loris, has a
food pantry the third
Saturday of each month
from 8 a.m. until 10 a.m.
This institution is an equal
opportunity provider.

The Loris Civitan Club meets
at 7 p.m. on the second and
fourth Tuesday evenings of
each month (except
December) at Backyard BBQ,
5107 Main St., Loris. For
more information call
Charles Webster at 843-756-
4300. CANCELED.
The Loris Area Lions Club

meets the first and third
Tuesday evenings of each
month from 7-8 p.m. at
Dale’s Seafood. For more
information call Lion Jim
Murph at 756-7900.
CANCELED

BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

High schools across Horry County
announced their graduation plans.
In most cases, graduates can participate in a

full-class ceremony on the school’s football
field or gym with two guests each, set an
appointment and have an individual gradua-
tion with up to eight guests, or choose not to
participate in the ceremonies at all and set up a
time to pick up their diploma.
The school board said at their meeting

Monday night that all participation in gradua-
tion ceremonies across the district would be
voluntary, and those wishing to not participate
may pick up their diploma at a to-be-sched-
uled time.
Early College High School, Scholars

GRADUATION, A3

BY SCOTT HARPER 
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Jamania Bennett is one of
the Loris High School seniors
who is graduating this year.
She and her family were just

some of the many families
who enjoyed an evening of
cruising the town during spe-
cial events that were held over
the weekend to celebrate the

Classes of 2020 from Loris
High and Green Sea Floyds
High.
Bennett and her family dec-

orated their car for the Friday
night event, geared at honor-
ing the LHS graduates. The
graduates from Green Sea
Floyds High cruised the town
Saturday evening.
Bennett, who is planning to

study nursing at Horry-

Georgetown Technical College,
said she was appreciative of
the efforts of those who organ-
ized the cruise nights for the
schools.
“My senior year, it has been

a year,” Bennett laughed. “I’ve
been through struggles and
tough times with work and all
that, but I got through it.”
As cars and trucks made

their way up and down Main

Street from 8 p.m. – 11 p.m.
the two nights, members of
the business community stood
on the sidewalk cheering and
congratulating the seniors on
their accomplishments.
Miss Loris Bog-Off Festival

Teen, sophomore Kaitlyn
Courtney, worked along with
the Loris Chamber of

Cruising Loris

BY SCOTT HARPER
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The Loris Historical Society -- the
group overseeing the renovations and
restoration of the former State Theater --
received a $20,000 donation from Horry
County.
The check was presented recently by

Horry County Councilman Paul Prince
to James Edward, president of the
Historical Society. The money comes
from the county’s Parks, Recreation, and
Community Benefits funds.
This is the largest single donation the

project has received since it began last
summer at 4149 Main Street.
Edwards said the money will be used

for phase two of the renovations to
transform the building into a Loris
museum.
The work completed so far includes
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