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Harold Elvington felt like
he was living in a dream the
night Marion County
authorities found his moth-
er’s body. She had gone
missing on March 28, a
Sunday. 
Family members knew

something wasn’t right.
“She was so calm,”

Elvington said of his last
phone conversation with his
mother, adding as he looks
back now, he is sure her
alleged kidnapper was in the
car with her.

* * *

Mary Ann Elvington, 80,
was the glue that held her
family together, teaching
her three children and five
grandchildren a strong work
ethic and the importance of
getting an education.
She was quick to give

advice, and oftentimes it
was through sayings like,
“This too shall pass” or
“Don’t be a stumbling block
for people” and “Lead by
example.”
An educator for about 30

years, Mary Ann found her
gift of teaching at a young
age. Her family says she val-
ued learning and the years
she spent at Lakeview
Elementary, Green Sea
Elementary and Green Sea
Floyds Elementary. Even
when she retired, she con-
tinued to find moments to
keep teaching her grand-
children, said her grand-
daughter, Courtney Lytton.
Harold Elvington will

never forget the stickler his
mother was about educa-
tion and not letting him play
hookie from school to go
fishing.
She was a fair person and

wanted everyone to do well
in life.
“She had the gift of gab

and she knew how to make
people feel special,” her only

daughter Margol Elvington
said.

* * *

The night both of Mary
Ann Elvington’s sons last
spoke on the phone with
her, she maintained she did
not know where she was.
“She was protecting us

from that situation,”
Harold Elvington said. “She
didn’t want us to know
where the car was or where

she was.”
Attempts to locate her

car’s location through
OnStar were unsuccessful.
A policy prevented the
location of her car from
being shared, Harold
Elvington said he was told
by the OnStar operator.
OnStar could not be
reached for comment in
time for press deadlines.
The locator app through

Mary Ann Elvington’s
phone had been disabled. 

* * *

Mary Ann Elvington grew
up in the Spring Branch
community in northwestern
Horry County. She lived on a
farm -- a century farm
called the H.G. Bullock
Farm, named after her
father. She graduated from
Floyds High School in 1959
and later attended Coker
College, graduating in 1964.
She never stopped teaching
and she never stopped

learning.
Mary Ann Elvington was

also the proud mother of
Harold, Margol and Hugh.
She was known as
“Grammy” --  like the
Grammy Awards -- to her
five grandchildren,
Courtney, Madison, Bailee,
Caroline and Hughes.
And she loved her two fur

babies, Charlie and Heinz.
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High 84, mostly sunny
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Low 61, partly cloudy
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Address Service Requested

The Loris Chamber of
Commerce will be hosting a
Big City Sale Saturday
beginning at 9 a.m. including
sidewalk sales, community
yard sale, vendors and Loris
Young Entrepreneur Fair.
The event will be held at the
‘Courtyard on Main.’  There
are spaces still available.
Contact the chamber at 843-
756-6030 with any questions.

The Friends of Loris Library
will sponsor a book sale at
the library on Friday, May 7,
9 a.m. until 5 p.m.  All pro-

ceeds benefit the Loris
Library.  The library is locat-
ed at 4316 Main Street,
Loris. Facemasks are
required in the library.  

Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has a
Blessing Box available each
Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
This box contains nonperish-
able food items and individ-
uals in need are encouraged
to come to the box. It is
located inside the church.

Dogwood Hill Baptist Church

Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion
Rd., Loris, has a food pantry
the third Saturday of each
month from 8 a.m. until 10
a.m. “In accordance with
Federal civil rights law and
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture
(USDA) civil rights regula-
tions and policies, the USDA
programs are prohibited
from discriminating based
on race, color, national ori-
gin, sex, disability, age or
reprisal or retaliation for
prior civil rights activity in
any program or activity con-
ducted or funded by USDA.

Persons with disabilities
who require alternative
means of communication for
program information (e.g.
Braille, large print, audio-
tape, American Sigh
Language, etc.) should con-
tact the Agency (state or
local) where they applied
for benefits. Individuals who
are deaf, hard of hearing or
have speech disabilities may
contact USDA through the
Federal Relay Service at 800-
877-8330. This institution is
an equal opportunity
provider.

Salem Baptist Church, 4008
Salem Road in Aynor, has a
Food Bank on the second
and fourth Wednesday of
each month from 9 a.m.-
noon. The mission: “We
serve Christ when we serve
people.”
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“We’ve got the rug down where he shot. There’s a hole there,” Courtney Ann Lytton said walking past generations of
photos on the way to her grandmother Mary Ann Bullock Elvington’s bedroom on April 23, 2021. On March 28, Elvington
was kidnapped from her home tucked on the Horry County side of the state line. Her body was found outside of a
church in Marion County. 

‘LEANING ON EACH OTHER’

Loris Fire Department receives
$31K grant for 'life-saving fire gear'
HANNAH STRONG OSKIN
HANNAH.OSKIN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The city of Loris Fire
Department was awarded a
$31,000 grant that will be used
to purchase life-saving fire
gear, the city announced April
20.
The Volunteer Strategic

Assistance and Fire Equipment
grant awarded to the city will
allow the fire department to
purchase 10 sets of interior
structure fire rated jackets and
pants, said city clerk Keith
Massey. The city applied for
the grant in November.
"This type of grant funding is

truly helpful for a small munic-
ipality like ours because it
helps to reduce the amount of

expenditures within our public
safety budget," Massey said.
"We strive to keep our firefight-
ers and police safe by continu-
ally updating their equipment
to enable them to continue
their life-saving duties."
Massey said the gear has

standards that have to be met
per the Occupational Safety
and Health Administration
(OSHA).
"These are really expensive,

which is the bulk of the cost to
safely outfit a certified fire-
fighter," he said.
The grant, through the South

Carolina Fire Marshal Office, is
a 100% non-match grant,
which means the city will not
bare any cost when purchasing
the equipment, Massey said.
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Loris Fire Department will use the $31,000 grant to purchase life-saving fire gear.
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Horry County
Council to
decide fate of
amphitheater
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Horry County Council
members took their first step
toward rezoning land for a
21,000-seat amphitheater
this week, but that project’s
approval remains far from
certain.
Councilman Danny

Hardee, whose district
includes the proposed site,
asked the council to post-
pone voting on the project
earlier this year when the
panel was not holding tradi-
tional public hearings
because of COVID-19 proto-
cols. With those hearings
expected to begin next
month, he brought the issue
back to council Tuesday. A
public hearing is expected to
be held in May. Hardee also
wants the developer behind
the project to show neigh-
bors detailed plans for the
amphitheater, specifically
what would be done to alle-
viate traffic and noise con-
cerns.
“I’m going to do what the

people want to do,” Hardee
said, adding that the
amphitheater developers will
have drawings to show resi-
dents. “The people behind
this, they’ll do their presenta-
tion at public input [at a
council meeting]. … Then
the people will have a chance
to come to the podium and
say they want it or don’t want
it.”
The proposed venue, ten-

tatively dubbed the Myrtle
Beach Grand Amphitheater,
is planned for a site just
north of the S.C. 905/S.C. 22
intersection. Representatives
for the organization behind
the project said they intend
for the site to attract some of
the most recognizable names
in music, including Drake,
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Horry County family looks ahead after beloved mother is murdered
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