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PROJECT HEADS TO HORRY 

COUNTY COUNCIL, A8

BY CHARLES D. PERRY 

CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
Frustrated by beavers damming 

up ditches and clogging stormwa-
ter systems, some Horry County 
Council members have proposed 
a new idea for removing the ro-
dents. 

They want local hunters to take 
them out. 

“Why do we not just put a boun-
ty on beavers and turn Horry 

County’s hunters 
loose?” Horry 
County Council-
man Johnny 
Vaught said. “Say, 
‘Go out there, find 
a beaver and send 
it to beaver heav-
en.’” 

Council mem-
bers said they’ve 

heard from residents who blame 
beavers for causing some of the 

flooding in their communities. The 
county contracts with the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture to remove 
nuisance beavers, but some coun-
cil members question if they could 
save money by simply paying local 
hunters for killing the rodents. The 
county spends $210,000 annually 
on beaver removal services. 

“I guarantee you if you [pay] $25 
a beaver, you wouldn’t have no 
more beaver problems in Horry 
County,” councilman Danny 

Hardee said. 
The topic emerged during the 

council’s spring budget retreat last 
week. Council members are con-
sidering increasing the county’s 
stormwater fee by $45 per year, 
making it $89.40 for a house in the 
unincorporated areas. Part of that 
increase would help pay for four 
additional beaver trappers. 

Council members asked county 
attorney Arrigo Carotti to research 
the legality of a beaver “bounty” 

program. County administrator 
Steve Gosnell said the council’s In-
frastructure and Regulation Com-
mittee would discuss the issue in 
the future. 

“Our contractors are sending 
them to beaver heaven anyway,” 
Vaught said. “What difference does 
it make if we pay hunters out there 
$15, $20, $30 or whatever per 
beaver? You know we’re going to 
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A ‘bounty’ for beavers? County officials look for unusual solution to rodent problem

Vaught

BY CHARLES D. PERRY 

CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM  
 
Lance Shuford doesn’t risk 

biking to The Hulk often. 
A math teacher who lives 

in Carolina Forest, he’s found 
River Oaks Drive unaccom-
modating for cyclists. A driv-
er once threw a full beverage 
cup at him, and other cars 
have drifted way too close to 
his handlebars. 

“People do some nutty 
stuff,” he said. “I’ve ridden on 
main roads like that before 
and it always makes me 
nervous, but River Oaks … 
they’re close.” 

The lack of bicycle infra-
structure is one reason Horry 
County officials plan to 
begin constructing a set of 
bike paths later this year that 
will connect the new multi-
purpose paths on Carolina 
Forest Boulevard with bike 
paths on River Oaks Drive. 
The county will build the 
paths all the way to The 
Hulk, the nickname for the 
Horry County Bike and Run 
Park, a seven-mile trail net-
work spread out over 72 
acres between Carolina For-
est and the Intracoastal Wa-
terway. 

David Schwerd, the coun-
ty’s director of planning and 
zoning, said state transporta-
tion officials just approved 
the construction plans for 
the bike path project.  

He said the county has 
been waiting to begin con-
struction on the paths until 
the Carolina Forest Boule-
vard widening is finished. 
That project includes an 
eight-foot-wide multi-use 
path on each side 
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CONNECTING CAROLINA FOREST
Horry County preparing for $1.5 million bike path project

With summer coming, Grand Strand businesses face worker shortage
BY CHRISTIAN BOSCHULT 

CHRISTIAN.BOSCHULT@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
These are unprecedented times 

for Damon’s Oceanfront Grill in 
Myrtle Beach. 

 Never before has the restaurant 
had a policy of hiring workers on 

the spot.  And never before have 
they been closed on Mondays. 

 But with a severe worker short-
age clashing with a projected 
record tourism season, the restau-
rant had to make changes. 

 “I could hire 50 people walking 
in the door right now,” said general 

manager Brian Pennington, who’s 
been with the ocean-front restau-
rant in Myrtle Beach for the 27 
years it’s been open. “We’re living 
in a different time and a different 
country right now. Why work 
when you can get all of the above? 
Give ‘em more stimulus, give ‘em 

this, let ‘em ride unemployment 
more, put more incentive on there 
not to come to work.”  

There are other reasons for the 
worker shortage in the hospitality 
industry, including competing in-
dustries and fewer J1 Visa workers, 
but the extra $300 a month in un-

employment benefits is a com-
mon target, and without a doubt 
contributing to the labor deficit 
that’s causing longer wait times at 
restaurants and “help wanted” 
signs all over the Grand Strand. 
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JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
Horry County officials are discussing connecting the bike paths in Carolina Forest with the East Coast Greenway and The Hulk, formally known as the Horry County Bike and Run Park.
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