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Weather
High 67, sunny

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Low 44, mostly clear

THURSDAY

High 72, mostly sunny

FRIDAY

High 72, mostly cloudy

SATURDAY

High 76, partly sunny

| OUTSIDE | | HAPPENINGS |

Address Service Requested

Loris Chamber of Commerce
will have the Loris
Community Annual Easter
Egg Hunt Sunday, April 14.
Entertainment will begin at
2:30 p.m. and the hunt at 3
p.m. in the Loris Nature Park.
Bring your own basket. Ages
0-12 to hunt. Lots of prizes,
free drinks and hot dogs. Call
843-756-6030 for more infor-
mation.

Dogwood Hill Baptist Church,
1040 Mt. Zion Rd., Loris, will
have spring revival April 7 –

10. The Young Guns of Gospel
speakers will be Sunday, 6
p.m., Billy Phillips; Monday, 7
p.m., Nate Watts, Tuesday, 7
p.m., Benji Hutson, and
Wednesday, 7 p.m., Lloyd
Phipps. There will be special
singing nightly and a nursery
will be provided. 

A Niagara Falls and Toronto
trip is planned for Sunday
through Saturday, Sept. 22-28,
$625 per person based on
double occupancy. Leaving
from 2020 Daisy Rd., Loris, the

trip will include motorcoach
transportation, six nights
lodging including four consec-
utive nights in the Niagara
Falls area, 10 meals: six break-
fasts and four dinners, guided
tours of Niagara Falls and
Toronto, a visit to Casa Lomaj
(Canada’s most magnificent
castle), a visit to Niagara-on-
the-Lake and Queen Victoria
Park, and a journey to the
falls on a ‘Hornblower
Niagara Cruise’. A valid U.S.
Passport or U.S. Passport Card
is required for the tour. For

more information call Alvin
Jackson at 843-902-3366.

Mt. Vernon Baptist Church,
4301 Red Bluff Road, Loris,
will have their Spring Revival
beginning Sunday, April 14
thru Wednesday, April 17,
with a special guest speaker
each evening. Sunday servic-
es, 11 a.m. and 6 p.m., Lanier
Singleton; weeknight services
at 7 p.m. Monday, the Rev.
Brandon Jones; Tuesday, the
Rev. John Holmes; Wednesday,
the Rev. Rick Weidman. Easter

Egg Hunt will be Sat., April 20
at 11 a.m. Easter Sonrise
Service and Breakfast will be
Sunday, April 21 at 7 a.m.
Sunday school will follow. For
more information visit our
website at www.mtvernon-
baptist.org

Two charged

in shooting

death of

Loris teen 
BY VIRAJ NAIK
VIRAJ.NAIK@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Police have arrested
two 18-year-olds who
are charged in connec-
tion with the shooting
death of a Loris teen
whose body was found
Monday of this past
week, authorities said.
Martrellyiz Vereen,

18, was found deceased
around 6:15 p.m. off
Flag Patch Road, said
Horry County Chief
Deputy Coroner
Tamara Willard in an
email. The road is
located in the Loris
area off of S.C. 9.
Vereen was shot

shortly before his body
was found, Willard said.
Officers were called

to Flag Patch Cemetery
off of Wayside Road
around 6:30 p.m. fol-
lowing reports of a per-
son face-down beside a
vehicle, a release said.
An officer on scene

saw a silver vehicle
parked in the back of
the cemetery with a
body lying "face up"
behind it, according to
an incident report.
"Upon arrival, offi-

cers and EMS con-
firmed that Vereen had
passed, and an investi-
gation was launched,"
the release said.
Aaron Vereen is

charged with voluntary
manslaughter and pos-
session of a weapon
during a violent crime,
according to a news
release sent out this
past week. Horry
County Police spokes-
woman Mikayla
Moskov said he is not
related to the victim.
Arrest warrants said

that Aaron Vereen and
Martrellyiz Vereen
argued on Wednesday
at the St. Stephen AME
Church cemetery.
The argument turned

into a physical alterca-
tion, warrants said,
which led to Aaron
Vereen producing a
handgun.
"[Aaron Vereen] then

shot the victim several
times, causing the vic-
tim's death," warrants
said.
Tyshon Clifton is

charged with obstruc-
tion of justice.
A warrant said

Clifton "intentionally
withheld key informa-
tion regarding a homi-
cide investigation" to
conceal another per-
son's involvement in
the crime. He provided
the information later
on, the warrant said,
"after being confronted
with the fact that he
did in fact know what
had taken place."

Properties annexed and baseball
discussed during council meeting 

BY CHASE BAKER
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The debate over offshore
drilling came to Loris
Saturday.
Stop Offshore Drilling in

the Atlantic (SODA), a vol-
unteer organization
opposed to the practice,
made its case at the Loris
Library, saying the U.S.
does not need to explore
for oil or gas in the Atlantic

Ocean for both environ-
mental and economic rea-
sons.
“Offshore drilling jobs

will not be local,” said Peg
Howell, a petroleum engi-
neer who was the main
speaker at the event. “Some
onshore support jobs may
be created, but they will be
few in number, low-paying,
high-risk, and/or tempo-
rary.”
During the event, SODA

officials said anyone who
lives near the coast should
be opposed to drilling,
regardless of their political
views. Formed in 2015,
SODA is not affiliated with
a political party. The
group’s mission is “to pre-
vent offshore seismic air
gun surveys and drilling for
oil and gas in the Atlantic.”
Howell’s presentation

focused on the negative
effects of seismic air gun

surveys and drilling. She
said she knows the oil
industry inside and out. A
petroleum engineer, she
graduated from Marietta
College and worked as a
drilling rig supervisor in the
Gulf of Mexico. Howell has
worked for Mobil, Chevron,
and Marathon.
During her presentation

Saturday, Howell disputed
many common pro-drilling
arguments. For example,

she said the U.S. does not
need to explore for oil or
gas in the Atlantic because
the U.S. is the world’s
largest natural gas and oil
producer, with an 80-100
year supply.
She also said the claim

that tens of thousands of
high paying jobs would be
created by local drilling is
false because those posi-

Miss Loris pageants to be held
for the first time since 2015
BY SCOTT HARPER
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

A new Miss Loris will
be crowned next month.
It will mark the return

of the Miss Loris Pageant
that has not taken place
for several years. The
most previous Miss Loris
was Breanna Barfield,
crowned in 2015.
There are nine different

categories in the pageant:

Baby Miss - 0-11
months; Mini Miss - 12-
23 months; Wee Miss – 2-
3 years-old; Tiny Miss - 4-
6 years-old; Little Miss –
7-9 years-old; Junior Miss
– 10-12 years-old; Young
Miss - 13-14 years-old;
Teen Miss – 15-17 years-
old; and Miss – 18-24
years-old.
The pageants for the

youngest contestants will
begin at 10 a.m., May 11.

The contests for the older
contestants begins at 3
p.m. at Loris High
School.
Samantha Norris, exec-

utive director of the Loris
Chamber of Commerce,
said there is still time to
sign up to be a part of the
pageants. The deadline is
April 26. Contact Norris
at 843-756-6030 to regis-
ter and for more informa-
tion. 

SODA highlights dangers of offshore drilling

FILE PHOTOS

Easter Egg hunt
The Loris Chamber of Commerce will have the Loris
Community Annual Easter Egg Hunt Sunday, April 14.
Entertainment will begin at 2:30 p.m. and the hunt at 3 p.m.

SODA, A2

BY SCOTT HARPER
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

A request to annex a piece
of property into the City of
Loris will have to wait at
least two weeks longer than
expected so that the process
can be done in the proper
way.
During Monday night’s

Loris City Council meeting,
there was a matter before
the board to give annexation
approval to a parcel of land
on Fox Bay Road -- owned

by Thomas C. Johnson.
Before the matter was

called to a vote, a concern
was expressed by City
Councilman Michael Suggs.
He said the petition to
annex the property had
never been approved by city
council.
When someone wants to

annex property into the City
of Loris, they must present a
petition to city council.
Then the annexation itself
can be considered.
So, instead of approving

the annexation Monday
night, council agreed to
approve the petition for
annexation. That means the
annexation vote will take
place at council’s next meet-
ing.
Suggs said council was

supposed to consider the
petition in January but the
document had not been
signed by the landowner
which caused the delay.
Two other parcels of prop-

erty did receive approval to
be annexed into the city.

One is located east of U.S.
701 along Bay Circle Drive. It
is owned by Evie Griego.
The other is on Suggs

Street and is owned by
Wilbert Lewis and Renee
Lewis.

Time to Play Ball
Loris Administrator

reminded council the city’s
recreational baseball and
softball season begins
Thursday evening.
A couple of games that

needed to be fit into the

schedule took place Monday
evening.
Loris Recreation Director

Tom Cocke said Thursday’s
festivities will begin at 5:30
p.m. with the opening cere-
mony and the “first pitch.”
“All of our teams are get-

ting to play,” he said. To
make that happen, some
games against Aynor had to
be played Monday night.
The first round of games

start at 6 p.m. Thursday. The
second round begins at 7:30
p.m.
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