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The building that collapsed on Laurel Street is gone, but yesterday workers were still cleaning it up and checking on the building that once adjoined it.

DHEC: No asbestos in collapsed Conway building,

but owner needed state license to clear the site
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

State health officials did
not find any asbestos in the
rubble of a Conway build-
ing that collapsed last
week, but they did instruct
the building’s owner to ob-
tain a state license before
hauling off the remainder
of the debris.
The crumbled brick

building at 209 Laurel St.

belongs to Conway City
Councilman Tom Ander-
son. It suddenly collapsed a
week ago after engineers
say some trusses failed.
Anderson obtained a

demolition permit from the
city last week, but he said
he didn’t know he needed a
permit from the state De-
partment of Health and En-
vironmental Control
(DHEC) to remove the
crumbled mess. He said
city officials asked him to

clear the area quickly. 
“This wasn’t something

that was planned for,” An-
derson said. “Nobody is try-
ing to hide anything.”
Anderson said DHEC of-

ficials told him they had re-
ceived an anonymous
complaint about his fallen
building and were required
to investigate whether the
structure, which was built
in the early 20th century,
contained asbestos. A
DHEC inspector went to his

property and collected
samples. Anderson said
DHEC told him the site was
cleared Tuesday afternoon.
DHEC spokeswoman

Laura Renwick confirmed
that state tests did not re-
veal asbestos, but she said
Anderson would still need
to obtain state permission
to clear the rest of the site. 
“With the building col-

lapsed, a demolition li-
cense from DHEC is
required for plans to dis-

pose of the building de-
bris,” she said via email.
Facing criticism
No one was inside the

structure when it suddenly
collapsed around 2:45 p.m.
on July 23 and no injuries
were reported. An engineer
hired by the city blamed
the crash on faulty trusses.  
Since his building fell,

Anderson has faced sharp
criticism from Barbara
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The City of Conway now owns this property located beside
the Bonfire Restaurant. Conway Mayor Barbara Blain-Bel-

lamy said she likes the idea of being able to control devel-
opment on Conway’s riverfront.

City purchases

riverfront land
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Although the City of Con-
way closed on the purchase
of 25,000-square-feet of
property in Downtown Con-
way June 27, it has only this
week confirmed the pur-
chase.
Conway Mayor Barbara

Blain-Bellamy said Monday
that Conway paid the Bur-
roughs Company $400,000
for the four parcels of prop-
erty using money that was
in its budget this past year
set aside for downtown de-
velopment.
“That is such a unique

property and so central to
downtown and the future
expansion of the riverwalk,
and all those things, that it
just seemed to me that this
was a great opportunity,”

Blain-Bellamy said.
One of the parcels, that

measures 10,000-square-
feet beside the Ocean Fish
Market, was on the way to
becoming the site of a 39-
unit apartment building in
2016 when the idea died
along with developer Van
Watts.
Since then the Mayor said

at least one other person
has spoken very seriously to
city officials about the prop-
erty, but talk about the
property’s future slowed
after Hurricane Florence. 
“All of us believe that it’s

just prime property that is
going to make a big differ-
ence in Downtown Conway
and its future develop-
ment,” the Mayor said.
Blain-Bellamy said coun-
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Candidates
step up to
replace
retiring
judge
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Two men with Conway
connections hope they’ll
be selected to step up
when Circuit Judge Larry
Hyman steps down from
the bench June 30, 2020;
one of them is his son
and the other is Con-
way’s city attorney.
Alex Hyman and San-

ford Graves are among 13
candidates for the At-
large, Circuit Court Seat
13. Typically, no one runs
against a sitting judge
who wants to keep his or
her job, but it does hap-
pen.
In this case, however,

Hyman announced far in
advance that he plans to
retire June 30, so the can-
didates have stepped up
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Horry County

preparing for

population

boom
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Horry County's popu-
lation will nearly double
over the next 20 years,
according to the latest
projections from county
planners.
That information was

included in their presen-
tation of IMAGINE 2040,
the new comprehensive
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