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Lois Eargle confirmed
Monday that she will not
seek re-election as Horry
County auditor.
Eargle, who is recovering

from open heart surgery per-
formed earlier this month,
has held the post for the past
28 years.
“I’ve decided I am going to

retire because it’s time and I
have to think about my
health,” Eargle said.
She added with a chuckle,

“If I’d run again, my girls
would have beaten me.”
Eargle said she will serve

out her term of office, which
ends June 30, 2021.
The 83-year-old said she is

feeling good after surgery to
repair a leaking heart valve.
She plans to be back on the
job in a couple of weeks.
Eargle said she is proud of

the accomplishments that
have been made in the
Auditor’s Office since she was
first elected. 
“We have made some big

strides in organizing the
office and ushering in a new
era with new computer sys-
tems,” she said. “We’ve done
away with filing cabinets in
the personal property tax
division of the office. It took
some adjusting, but the
results have been wonderful
for the taxpayers.”
The Auditor’s Office han-

dles the county’s tax billing.
Under Eargle's supervision,
the Auditor’s Office cracked

down on out-of-state peo-
ple sending their children to
Horry County schools with-
out paying property taxes,
going so far as to have her
agents stake out public
school campuses.
She has also strongly

advocated for the state’s
homestead exemption pro-
vision.
“We’ve been able to get

more than $4 million a year
that comes back to the
county through homestead
exemptions,” she said. “In
28 years there has not been

one error made in that cate-
gory.”
Eargle has a long history

of public service.
She spent two terms in

the S.C. House of
Representatives and served
on President Ronald
Reagan’s Committee on
Mental Retardation. She
was assistant to S.C.
Secretary of State Jim Miles.
“I’ve had a wonderful

career and God has tremen-
dously blessed me," Eargle
said. "I have enjoyed every
minute of it."

Eargle said she feels sure
someone working in the
auditor’s office will run for
her seat in the next general
election.
Last August, Myrtle Beach

accountant Clark Parker
announced his intentions to
run for auditor.
Filing for the seat opens

in March. A primary and
general election will be held
in 2020, but the next auditor
will not be sworn in until
after June 30, 2021 (the end
of the fiscal year). It is a
four-year term. 
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There will be an evening to
remember to celebrate
what God is doing through
the Buckners in Zambia.
There will be a meal, door
prizes, a presentation by
Ken and Karen Buckner, a
silent auction and a regular
auction at The Center for
Health and Fitness auditori-
um, 3207 Casey St., Loris,
Saturday, Feb. 22, 2020, 5
p.m. – 8 p.m. Tickets for the
meal are $20 per person.
(Only 200 tickets available.
Cash and checks accepted.)
Door prizes will be given.

Special guest and emcee
will be Ed Piotrowski and
the auctioneer will be Dale
Shelley. Some of Ken’s origi-
nal wildlife prints will be
available at the auction, as
well as many other great
items. All proceeds will go
toward purchasing a bus for
the ministry in Zambia.
Come early to view the
items up for bid. Contact
Frances Gregory at 843-283-
4662 if you would like to
purchase tickets or for more
information.

Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has
a Blessing Box available
each Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:30
p.m. This box contains non-
perishable food items and
individuals in need are
encouraged to come to the
box. It is located inside the
church.

Dogwood Hill Baptist Church
Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion
Rd., Loris, has a food pantry
the third Saturday of each
month from 8 a.m. until 10
a.m. This institution is an

equal opportunity provider.

The Loris Civitan Club meets
at 7 p.m. on the second and
fourth Tuesday evenings of
each month (except
December) at Backyard BBQ,
5107 Main St., Loris. For
more information call
Charles Webster at 843-756-
4300.

The Loris Area Lions Club
meets the first and third
Tuesday evenings of each
month from 7-8 p.m. at
Dale’s Seafood. For more

information call Lion Jim
Murph at 756-7900.

St. Paul Missionary Baptist
Church, 3449 S.C. 65, will dis-
tribute food on the second
and fourth Fridays of each
month from 11 a.m. until all
food has been distributed. 

The best of Loris honored at annual Chamber of Commerce banquet
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Frankie Blanton, right, received the Lifetime Achievement Award at the annual Chamber of Commerce banquet this past week with Johnny Shelley pre-
senting the award. Nancy Blanton, Frankie’s wife, stands proudly with her husband and Johnny.

BY SCOTT HARPER
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The Loris business com-
munity came together this
past week for the annual
Loris Chamber of
Commerce Awards Banquet
at the Center for Health &
Fitness.
Chamber of Commerce

Executive Director
Samantha Norris said the
banquet -- emceed by Jack
Murphy -- is an important
event that has been taking
place in Loris annually
since 1970.
“It is a way for us to give

back to the community and
showcase the merchants
and citizens,” she said.
Several awards were

handed out during the ban-
quet:

Outstanding Youth
Award -- Jacob Black --
presented by Justin King,
Jacob’s uncle.
This award is given each

year to a young person who
contributes to the commu-
nity in the form of leader-
ship or volunteer work.
King said Jacob is cur-

rently number two in his
class at Loris High and has
been accepted to attend
Clemson University to
study engineering.
His goal is to develop

prosthetics to help others.

Longtime Horry County auditor announces retirement

Horry County auditor Lois Eargle is pictured in this file photo with former S.C. Secretary
of State Jim Miles.
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Green Sea Floyds football
coach Kiefer steps down
BY IAN GUERIN 
IAN@IANGUERIN.COM

Donnie Kiefer developed
Green Sea Floyds into the
monster of Class A football
in South Carolina.
And now the man with a

pedigree for rebuilding foot-
ball programs is going to try
to do it again elsewhere.
Kiefer announced to local

media Friday afternoon that
he is leaving Green Sea
Floyds. He did not specify
which job that was for.
However, earlier in the
week, sources informed
MyHorryNews.com that
Kiefer was offered the posi-
tion at Charleston’s West
Ashley High School. 
West Ashley announced

Keifer's hiring Friday after-
noon.
It effectively ends Kiefer’s

three-year run in Horry
County, one that produced
Green Sea Floyds’s best
stretch in school history, 28
victories and, of course,
back-to-back Class A state
championships. 
“My time at [Green Sea

Floyds] has been a blessing,”
Kiefer wrote in the text mes-
sage. “I will not be immedi-
ately available for com-
ments.”
On Wednesday, Kiefer

told MyHorryNews.com
that he had been offered
another position, but that
he hadn’t accepted any-
thing. He said that if he did,

he would inform his players
first.
That happened Friday,

and Kiefer’s text message
followed shortly after.
West Ashley will be

Kiefer’s 11th stop since he
became a head coach for
the first time in 1986. He left
all but one of those with a
winning record, but he
never stuck around for more
than five seasons at any of
them. Kiefer eclipsed the
250-win plateau during the
2019 playoffs.
West Ashley, a Class 5A

school, was 2-8 last fall. It
has never had a winning
season since opening in
2000.
Green Sea Floyds Athletics

Director Derek Martin did
not immediately return
messages seeking comment.
As of 2 p.m. Friday, Kiefer’s
job had not been posted
through the Horry County
Schools’ employment por-
tal.

Kiefer
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