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CCU student conducting virtual international internship with epidemiologist in South Africa

Photo courtesy of CCU  | The Business Journal  

Aurion Cox is currently working a virtual
internship with Kaya Responsible Travel. 

From a news release

Aurion Cox, a public health major from An-
drews, S.C., is the first Coastal Carolina Univer-
sity student to hold a virtual international in-
ternship during the 2020 Fall semester. The in-
ternship is being conducted in cooperation
with Kaya Responsible Travel, which offers
volunteer and internship placements with
more than 150 sustainable community devel-
opment and environmental initiatives in
Africa, Asia, and Latin America.
During Cox’s three-month internship, she is
working closely with Takiyah White Ndwanya,
Ph.D., an epidemiologist based in South
Africa. The internship exposes Cox to a broad
scope of the health issues and underlying chal-
lenges faced by vulnerable communities in
South Africa with COVID-19 being at the fore-
front.

“This internship will 100 percent complete
my college experience and push my major,
public health, to new levels globally and na-
tionally,” Cox said. “I anticipate that I will be
more than ready for the public health career
field and have the basics and knowledge for
any other career when I graduate because of
this remote abroad internship.”
Laura Smith, Kaya’s university relations
manager, said: “South Africa is a diverse envi-
ronment to gain firsthand experience of the
challenges faced by vulnerable populations in
health and, in particular, infectious diseases.
The HIV/AIDS epidemic has disproportion-
ately affected sub-Saharan Africa compared to
other countries globally. The World Bank con-
siders South Africa as an ‘upper-middle-in-
come’ economy, but many of its citizens con-
tinue to live in abject poverty. South Africa
hosts many non-governmental organizations

working to eliminate health disparities and co-
morbidities of HIV/AIDS and TB and now the
emergence of COVID-19, making it an ideal
place for a public health internship.”
According to Darla Domke-Damonte, CCU’s
associate provost for global initiatives, in light
of COVID-19 and the suspension of education
abroad programs this year, virtual internation-
al internships have become a pathway for CCU
students to experience high quality interac-
tion, engagement, and experience in their dis-
ciplines in cooperation with organizations and
institutions around the world.
For more information about internships at
CCU, contact Robert Bulsza, director of intern-
ships and service learning, at 843-234-3450 or
rbulsza@coastal.edu. 
For more information about global initia-
tives at CCU, contact Domke-Damonte at 843-
349-2129 or globalengagement@coastal.edu.

From a news release

Myrtle Beach Area Cham-
ber of Commerce and Con-
vention & Visitors Bureau
(MBACVB) has been present-
ed with a 2020 Readers’
Choice Award from Conven-
tionSouth. 
MBACVB is one of 380
CVBs, meeting facilities and
hotels across the South to re-

ceive this year’s award and
one of only 19 in the state of
South Carolina. 
This is the ninth time
MBACVB has received this
award since the award’s in-
ception in 2001.
Nominations for the Read-
ers’ Choice Awards are made
by meeting professionals
based on who they believe
provides exemplary service

for group events, and the win-
ners are selected by votes
from meeting professionals
and fans.
“This award highlights the
important work of our group
sales division to bring large
events such as conventions,
meetings, reunions and sport-
ing events to our destination,”
said Karen Riordan, MBACVB
president & CEO. “Their work

largely goes unnoticed by the
general public but it’s a very
important part of tourism
promotion.”
MBACVB’s group sales divi-
sion, led by Bob Harris, exec-
utive vice president of group
sales, routinely travels to con-
ventions in the U.S. and Cana-
da to promote the Grand
Strand to meeting and event
planners. They also bring

event organizers to the Myrtle
Beach area throughout the
year to showcase the exciting
amenities the Grand Strand
has to offer through familiar-
ization tours and site visits. 
The CVB sales team is cur-
rently working on meeting
and convention leads for
events from 2021 to 2024, as
well as last minute bookings
for 2020.

Other Myrtle Beach area
businesses who received the
2020 Readers’ Choice Award
are Breakers Resort; Embassy
Suites Myrtle Beach-Ocean-
front Resort; Hampton Inn &
Suites Oceanfront, Myrtle
Beach; and Myrtle Beach
Convention Center.
For more information, visit

MyrtleBeachAreaChamber
.com.

MBACVB receives 2020 Readers’ Choice Award from ConventionSouth


