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CCU alumna receives presitigious State Department scholarship
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Hannah Hamelman, a 2018 CCU graduate, has been awarded a U.S. Department of State
Critical Language Scholarship to study the Russian language in Georgia this summer.

From a news release

For the fourth consecutive season, The CW21 (WWMB) will broadcast select Myrtle Beach Peli-
cans home games. 

The Sinclair Broadcast affiliate will televise every Pelicans Saturday home game throughout the
2019 season. The first of 10 broadcasts is set for 6 p.m. on Saturday, April 6, when the Birds host
the Lynchburg Hillcats, affiliate of the Cleveland Indians.

"We are excited to once again be the exclusive television partner of the Myrtle Beach Pelicans
Baseball during the 2019 season,” stated WWMB CW21 General Manager Bill Ballard. “Pelicans
Baseball is one more example of how WWMB CW21 & WPDE ABC15 are committed to local
sports in our community. Not only will we air Pelicans games, we'll also air ACC Basketball, ACC
Football, the South Carolina High School Basketball Championships, High School Football
Championships and this fall we will continue to air High School Football games. Our commit-
ment to local sports remains far and above any other broadcaster in the area."

Each Pelicans broadcast will begin at 6 p.m. for the 6:05 p.m. game. The complete channel list-
ing for The CW21 is as follows:

21.1
16 (HTC)
816 (HTC)
1212 (Spectrum)
1213 (Spectrum Surfside)
8 (Spectrum)
21 (DirecTV Local & DishNet Local)
7842 (Dish Network)
Zach Bigley begins his first season as the Pelicans’ lead broadcaster after serving in an assistant

role in 2018 and will handle the play-by-play on all CW21 telecasts. He will be joined in the booth
by a variety of color commentators, including Myrtle Beach High School head baseball coach Tim
Christy.

A radio broadcast for all 140 Pelicans games is streamed at MyrtleBeachPelicans.com/Broad-
cast, the MiLB First Pitch app and TuneIn, which is a free download on all mobile devices.
MiLB.tv, a subscription-based service, offers a video stream for all 70 home games and select road
games.

The Pelicans' 2019 season kicks off on April 4 against the Lynchburg Hillcats. Season tickets are
available now. For more information or to purchase tickets visit myrtlebeachpelicans.com or call
843-918-6000.

ABOUT THE PELICANS: The Myrtle Beach Pelicans are the Class A-Advanced affiliate of the
Chicago Cubs and play their home games at TicketReturn.Com Field at Pelicans Ballpark in Myr-
tle Beach, South Carolina. 

Since being acquired by a group led by Chuck Greenberg during the 2006 season, the Pelicans
have repeatedly set team attendance records and become known as one of Minor League Base-
ball’s most innovative and creative franchises. 

The team and its employees have been dedicated to making a difference in the Myrtle Beach
community, specifically giving back over $2 million in donations, fundraising proceeds, in-kind
services and community service since launching the Pelicans Play It Forward Community Initia-
tive in 2013. TicketReturn.Com Field at Pelicans Ballpark has ranked in the top eight in all of
Minor League Baseball by Stadium Journey in six of the last seven seasons. The same publication
also placed the Pelicans in the Top 100 Stadium Experiences and the best in the Carolina League
for six of the past seven seasons.

In June 2017, the Pelicans won the 2017 TripAdvisor.com Certificate of Excellence award. 
On the field, the team has won four Mills Cup Championships, including claims to back-to-back

titles in 1999 and 2000, and again in 2015 and 2016. 
The Pelicans have made 11 postseason appearances behind 13 half-season Southern Division

championships, including the first half of the 2015 season, second half of 2016 and first half of
2017. 

For more information on the Myrtle Beach Pelicans, please contact the Pelicans at 843-918-
6000 or email Info@MyrtleBeachPelicans.com.

Myrtle Beach Pelicans Saturday

home broadcasts return to CW21

From a news release

Hannah Hamelman, a 2018 Coastal Carolina
University graduate, has been awarded a U.S.
Department of State Critical Language Schol-
arship to study the Russian language this sum-
mer at Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State Univer-
sity in Tbilisi, the capital of Georgia.

The Critical Language Scholarship (CLS)
program is an intensive overseas language and
cultural immersion program for American stu-
dents. It’s part of a government initiative to ex-
pand the number of Americans studying and
mastering foreign languages that are critical to
national security and economic prosperity. 

CLS plays an important role in preparing stu-
dents for the 21st century’s globalized work-
force and increasing national competitiveness.

Hamelman, a history major with minors in
political science and in languages and intercul-
tural studies, focused on Soviet/Russian histo-
ry at CCU. 

She studied abroad in Kazakhstan for the
Spring 2018 semester and participated in a
conference at Ilia State University in Tbilisi,
Georgia, the following summer.

Participants in the CLS program are selected
based on their commitment to language learn-
ing and plans to apply their language skills to
their future academic or professional pursuits.

“Active training in the Russian language is a
vital learning strategy for me if I am to become
an expert in my field,” said Hamelman, who

plans to pursue a career in public diplomacy. 
She will live with a host family in Tbilisi for 10

weeks from early June to early August 2019.
“Russia’s history, culture and traditions

grabbed my attention like no other regions of
the world,” said Hamelman, a native of La Paz,
Bolivia, who grew up in Conway, S.C., “particu-
larly its political and cultural importance in in-
ternational relations.”

CLS awardees are fully funded to participate
in intensive overseas language and cultural im-
mersion programs in one of 15 designated crit-
ical languages, according to Gary Schmidt,
professor and chair of CCU’s Department of
Languages and Intercultural Studies, which of-
fers courses in three of the designated lan-
guages: Arabic, Chinese and Russian. 

“Hannah is CCU’s first award recipient of the
Critical Languages Scholarship. Her experi-
ence is a great example of how CCU is focused
on developing students with a global perspec-
tive,” said Darla Domke-Damonte, associate
provost for global initiatives. “We celebrate her
commitment to learning that promoted a suc-
cessful application and the dedication of her
mentors who have supported her in the
process.”

The highly competitive program is spon-
sored by the U.S. Department of State with
funding provided by the U.S. government and
administered by American Councils for Inter-
national Education.


