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By the end of the month,
Horry County, Myrtle Beach
and North Myrtle Beach
leaders plan to vote on pro-
posals to pledge millions of
dollars to the construction
of I-73.
Two court actions — the

settlement of the local hos-
pitality fee lawsuit in April
and last week’s dismissal of

environmentalists’ federal
lawsuit over I-73 construc-
tion permits — set the stage
for a potential funding
agreement. The week before
the permit lawsuit ended, a
group of elected officials,
county and city administra-
tors, and government fi-
nance officials met to
discuss ways to provide

local money to I-73.
“It seems like the stars are

starting to align for us,” said
S.C. Rep. Case Brittain,
chairman of the National I-
73/74/75 Corridor Associa-
tion, who attended that
meeting. “Something I’ve
been trying to say over and
over here lately is every step
forward is a step in the right

direction. We’re not going to
get it all in one fell swoop
where we’re just going to all
of a sudden have I-73. …
The goal is the important
thing, and working with
each other is the easiest way
to get to the goal.”
The target amount for a

local contribution is $250
million, Brittain said. Local

leaders have discussed put-
ting hospitality fee revenues
toward the project, though
Brittain stressed that those
decisions would have to be
made by each local body.
So far, elected officials

from Myrtle Beach, North
Myrtle Beach and Horry
County have said they plan
to present the I-73 funding

options to their respective
councils.
Myrtle Beach Mayor

Brenda Bethune said she ex-
pects that city council will
vote on a resolution this
month.
“Our council would be

very committed to partici-
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County, cities eye $250M funding package for I-73
Vote on funding plans could come by month’s end

FUNDING, A2

This building, long known to Conwayites as the “Spivey Building”, is set for
a restoration with the goal of its upper floors becoming short-term rental
units. Council gave its first okay Tuesday night for the building to be classi-

fied as an historic structure that will give its developer Robert Lewis some
desirable tax breaks. See related story on A3.
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McLeod
development
moves forward
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Although Conway City Coun-
cil didn’t completely approve all
of the issues related to McLeod
Hospital’s request to rezone
property between El Bethel Road
and Dunn Shortcut Road, it did
unanimously approve the rezon-
ing of 62.75 acres, with some
conditions.
Although nothing specific

about what McLeod plans to
build has been released, officials
have said it will be a “campus
with numerous facilities.”
No one commented on the

proposed development during a
public hearing held by Conway
City Council Tuesday night.
City staff’s previous concern

had been flooding, but Planning
Director Allison Hardin said the
city is suggesting now that
McLeod build only on the prop-
erty’s high land.
An issue paper given to coun-

cil said more than half of the par-
cel is zoned conservation
preservation because of its near-
ness to Crabtree Creek tributary
that runs across the property
southwest from Crabtree Creek
and splitting the area between
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HCS superintendent: Contact state
leaders about COVID-19 policy changes
BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Horry County Schools
Superintendent Rick Maxey
released a video Tuesday in
which he urged parents to
take their concerns about
the school district's COVID-
19 policies to state lawmak-
ers.
"If you want to effect

change — your desire for
change in these laws is be-
yond the scope and author-
ity of the Horry County
Board of Education," he
said in the recording. "Your
many emails and calls to us
are not falling on deaf ears.
We just do not have the
local control to do anything
about it."
Maxey addressed some of

the questions the district
has faced recently, but he
maintained that regardless
of what the school district
may want to do in helping
to prevent the spread of the
virus, their hands are tied.
He said the district and

school
board,
which has
lost two
representa-
tives to
COVID-19
this year,
are doing all
they can to
address the
issues to the extent state
law allows.
Maxey explained the dis-

trict cannot enact a mask
mandate because it would
be illegal according to Pro-
viso 1.108, which was
signed by Gov. Henry Mc-
Master and says that no
South Carolina school dis-
trict can use state funds to
mandate masks.
If they do, their state

funds could be pulled. 
Regardless of what other

districts have done, includ-
ing the City of Columbia,
which recently lost its battle
in the S.C. Supreme Court
over a mask mandate,
Maxey said HCS plans to

stick to the law.
HCS received $247 mil-

lion in state funds this past
school year to help fund op-
erations. If these funds were
denied, Maxey said the dis-
trict would be in a difficult
spot. 
"Where would we get a

quarter of a billion locally
to operate our schools?"
Maxey said. "Given the [S.C.
Supreme Court's] ruling, we
do not think it is logical, ad-
visable or even legal for the
school district administra-
tion or board to enact a face
mask mandate in our
schools."
Maxey said there's also

been confusion about the
$5 million worth of plexi-
glass that the district in-
stalled and then removed
from the schools. He said
the plexiglass went up after
the Centers for Disease
Control and the S.C. De-
partment of Health and En-
vironmental Control shared
data suggesting physical
barriers would help reduce

the spread of the virus.
Later in the spring, those

same entities shared new
science saying that the virus
was spread via aerosols in
the air, and those barriers
would not be effective. So
they were removed. 
The plexiglass was recy-

cled and a refund of
$164,202 was returned to
the district's general fund,
HCS spokeswoman Lisa
Bourcier said last month.
Now the district is mov-

ing forward with installing
bipolar ionization filters in
every school throughout
the district to improve air
quality.
Maxey said many parents

have asked why the hybrid
schedule was not an option
this year, as it was a good
way to help reduce the
spread as well. 
He agreed that it might

be a good idea, but he said
state law prohibits the dis-
trict from offering a hybrid

Maxey
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Hardee completes slate
for city council seats
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

A Conway electrician be-
came the seventh and final
candidate in the upcoming
race for three seats on the
Conway City Council.
Danny R. Hardee, 61, who

grew up in Conway and lives
now in the Pecan Grove sub-
division on Conway’s south-
side said he’s wanted to run
for a seat for sometime now,
but every time an election
neared something came up
and he had to wait.
This time, he said, he just

decided he wasn’t going to
make another yomment on
the council’s actions if he
didn’t get involved.
However, he said, he does-

n’t have a particular com-
plaint with the major or
council.
As a businessman he just

wants to work for small busi-
nessmen.
“I just wanted to get my

perspective and my opinion
in there,” he said.
Hardee says he knows lots

of Conway people through

his work and church,
Jamestown Baptist, and “I
felt I’d just throw my hat in
there and see what comes
up.”
He said there are seven

good people running, “so
Conway can’t lose.”
Hardee believes he can

bring a different perspective
to council due to his contact
with local businesses and
local contractors.
“I see a lot of stuff as far as

developments. I see some
things I’m happy with, some
things I’m not happy with,”

Hardee
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