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County council mulls two tax hikes
Carolina Forest residents would face increases for recreation, waste management
BY CHARLES D. PERRY

CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM  

Horry County Council will
consider tax increases to
shore up the county’s cash-
strapped recreation and
waste management pro-
grams.
If approved, the hikes

would amount to 6.4 mills

or about $51 more per year
for an owner-occupied
home worth $200,000. How-
ever, those increases would
not impact all homeowners
in the county. The increase
for waste management
(about $24 per year) would
strictly affect the unincor-
porated areas while the
recreation hike (about $27

per year) would be paid by
residents countywide. Both
increases would impact Car-
olina Forest.
“That’s a lot,” said council

chairman Johnny Gardner,
who is in his first year in of-
fice. “But … it’s having to
deal with something that’s
been deferred for years now,
so it has to be addressed.”

Gardner is correct about
the delays. County staff have
repeatedly warned council
members that they could
not continually pay for
recreation and waste man-
agement services with re-
serve money. The county's
recreation account will go
into the red on July 1 with-
out additional revenue or

budget cuts. County staff
said the waste management
fund could be sustained for
another year before it is at
the same point where the
recreation account is now.
But the tax proposal,

which was discussed Tues-
day by the council’s infra-
structure and regulation
committee, marked a depar-

ture from the tone of the
council’s budget workshop
just four days earlier.
The I&R committee unan-

imously recommended
both tax increases. However,
the $524 million budget that
council members approved
on Friday did not include
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‘I don’t really know what our normal is now’

Chronicle editor wins S.C. Journalist of the Year honor
FROM STAFF REPORTS

INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Charles Perry, editor of the
Carolina Forest Chronicle
and the North Strand News,
was honored Saturday as
S.C. Weekly Journalist of the
Year by the S.C. Press Associ-
ation.
A Loris native, Perry grad-

uated from Conway Chris-
tian School and earned a
bachelor’s degree in mass
communication from
Winthrop University.
“I am overwhelmed with

gratitude,” Perry said.

“When they announced the
award, I was sitting at a table
with my parents and
coworkers. Other than my
wife Jennifer and my high
school journalism teacher
Margaret Locklair, I can’t
think of a group of people
who have done more for me
as a reporter and friend.
They’ve praised and criti-
cized my work and prayed
for me. When something
like this happens, you see
just how many shoulders
have been carrying you." 
Perry, 35, has written for

newspapers and magazines

across South Carolina.
About half of his career has
been spent with daily news-
papers and half with weekly
newspapers.
Perry has won nearly 100

journalism awards, includ-
ing national honors for in-
vestigative reporting, fea-
ture writing and community
service journalism 
He has covered hurri-

canes, floods, tornadoes and
ice storms. His profiles have
featured rodeo cowboys,
race car drivers and rappers.
In 2017, under his editor-

ship, the Chronicle received

first place for community
service from the National
Newspaper Association for
stories about police miscon-
duct.
Newspapers edited by

Perry have won the top prize
for general excellence in the
S.C. Press Association annu-
al news contest on four oc-
casions.
Judges for the journalist of

the year wrote: “Perry’s writ-
ing is outstanding. Carolina
Forest residents benefited
from his reporting and 
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BY VIRAJ NAIK

VIRAJ.NAIK@MYHORRYNEWS.COM  

Krisha Alewine’s purple
cast bears the names of her
two sons. It clings to her right
leg after an ankle fusion sur-
gery — one of multiple oper-
ations she’s undergone over
the last year.
“In some ways, it seems

like it’s been forever,” she
said of the disaster that
caused her injuries, which
happened one year ago this
week. “But in some ways, I
mean, it could’ve been yes-
terday.”
Alewine and her husband

Brian leapt from a third-
story balcony when their
Windsor Green condo build-
ing burned on April 12, 2018.
Their then-10-year-old son
was forced to do the same. In
desperation, Brian Alewine
threw his then-2-year-old to
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A year after
Windsor Green
fire, victims
still trying to

recover

JANET MORGAN | THE CHRONICLE

Chronicle editor Charles Perry receives the S.C. Weekly Journalist of the
Year award from S.C. Press Association Executive Director Bill Rogers.

VIRAJ NAIK | THE CHRONICLE

Krisha and Brian Alewine are two of the people who jumped from upper-story balconies when a Windsor Green condo building burned on April 12, 2018.
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