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POSTAL PATRONTOM RICE EXPLAINS WHY 

HE VOTED TO IMPEACH 

DONALD TRUMP, A6

BY CHARLES D. PERRY 

CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
Conway Medical Center’s plans 

for a Carolina Forest hospital will 
again be put on hold while county 
leaders and CMC staff try to ad-
dress environmental concerns 
over the proposed location for the 
facility. 

Horry County Council on Tues-
day voted to defer any votes on 
CMC’s rezoning request until the 
council’s Feb. 2 meeting. The first 
of the three votes needed to ap-

prove the rezoning had been 
scheduled for Tuesday night. In-
stead, county officials said they 
planned to meet with CMC lead-
ers on Thursday to discuss the ob-
jections raised by the state De-
partment of Natural Resources 
(DNR). That meeting was sched-
uled to take place after press 
deadlines. Check myhorrynews-
.com for updates. 

“There are three different loca-
tions that that footprint [for the 
hospital could] actually sit on,” 
said Horry County Councilman 

Johnny Vaught, who planned to be 
part of the discussion Thursday. 
“We’ve got to come up with one 
that satisfies everybody.” 

Along with county staff and 
CMC leaders, Vaught hoped to 
have representatives from DNR 
and a nearby subdivision at the 
meeting. 

 Residents of The Farm neigh-
borhood have raised concerns 
about lights and noise from the 
hospital disrupting their 
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Horry County Council delays rezoning vote for Carolina Forest hospital

BY CHRISTIAN BOSCHULT 

CHRISTIAN.BOSCHULT@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
Gov. Henry McMaster urged South Carolina 

hospitals to speed up vaccination efforts dur-
ing a Tuesday visit to Conway Medical Cen-
ter’s Socastee location as patients received 
doses of the vaccine downstairs. 

“The main point is we have allocations 
from the federal government, but the hospi-
tals need to speed the line more quickly,” Mc-
Master said. “We need to have more people 
coming in and giving more shots. Some of the 
hospitals have not been asking for all that 
they’re allowed to ask for. We’re expecting all 
hospitals to use up the first dose and second 
dose that they get at different times during 
the week, to use them up and be empty. Use 
all of them.” 

But over the weekend, hospitals were 
sounding the alarm for more vaccines.  

On Friday, the South Carolina Hospital As-
sociation said that its members would be get-
ting fewer vaccine doses this week than they 
requested. “The state expects to receive the 
same amount of Pfizer vaccine next week that 
we have been getting, but hospital requests 
this week totaled four times that amount,” the 
SCHA said. “Hospitals will receive 100% of the 
second doses they requested but only 20-25% 
of the first doses they specified. 

“We will continue to do everything in our 
power to accelerate the distribution of these 
vaccines as part of the state’s vaccination 
plan,” the association added. “We need more 
vaccines from Washington in order to get the 
job done.” 

MCMASTER, A2 

BY JANET MORGAN, IAN LIVINGSTON BROOKING 

AND CHARLES D. PERRY 

INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
John Rhodes, the folksy-but-

frank former mayor who guided 
Myrtle Beach for a dozen years, 
died early Sunday at Grand 
Strand Medical Center after 
struggling with COVID-19. 

He was 77 years old. 
“He truly loved Myrtle Beach,” 

said Chad Smith, who helped 

Rhodes run the Beach Ball Clas-
sic basketball tournament. 
“Some may have liked him, 
some may have not. But he 
loved Myrtle Beach.” 

Rhodes built his reputation in 
the hospitality industry, manag-
ing the Yachtsman and Ocean 
Dunes resorts and running the 
Gullyfield Restaurant. The latter 
role lasted more than two 
decades. He also shepherded 
the Beach Ball into becoming 

one of the country’s premier 
high school hoops tourna-
ments. 

Rhodes served as the city’s 
mayor for three terms (2006-
2017). Under his leadership, the 
city built the Myrtle Beach 
Boardwalk, developed The Mar-
ket Common and Savannah’s 
Playground on the former Myr-
tle Beach Air Force Base, and 
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Horry County 
Council opted to 

delay voting on a 
rezoning request 

for a Carolina 
Forest hospital 

until Feb. 2. 
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Former mayor dies after struggle with COVID-19

Hospitals urged to move faster

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
Responding to reports that show some facilities are bogarting Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccines, Gov. Henry McMaster visited the Socastee Conway Medical Center 
campus on Tuesday. McMaster said he expects all facilities with vaccines to give them out to patients as soon as possible or the state will “help.” See 
myhorrynews.com for more photos.

Hospitals ask for more 
vaccines, but governor 
says to use what’s there

Former Myrtle Beach 
Mayor John Rhodes 
died Sunday after 
struggling with 
COVID-19. He was 77 
years old. 
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COVID -19 VACCINE
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