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Q. When will work begin
on Riverfront Tennis Cen-
ter restoration?
How long will it take to

finish the project? 
A. Conway’s public infor-

mation officer Taylor
Newell answered your
questions.
“We don't have a date on

when the restoration will
begin. Therefore, we also
don't know for sure when it
will be completed. They are
in the design phase right
now. We won't have a real
timeline until that process
is finished and a contractor
is hired.”
When asked this same

question at a recent meet-
ing, City Administrator
Adam Emrick gave the an-
swer of no time soon be-
cause there’s much that
needs to be done before
work can begin on the ten-
nis complex that is being
designed by the U.S. Tennis
Association.
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The S.C. Department of
Transportation is seeking
nearly $9 million in federal
money to raise the roadbed
of U.S. 501 near the Wacca-
maw River.
DOT officials began dis-

cussing the idea last year after
Hurricane Florence’s flood
threatened to cut off highway
access to the Grand Strand.
During the flood, parts of S.C.
22, S.C. 9 and S.C. 905 were
underwater. DOT crews
worked with the National
Guard and the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers to build a
temporary dam to keep U.S.
501 open. In May, the DOT
submitted a grant application
for elevating that road.
“We thought it was the

most critical lifeline,” said Le-
land Colvin, the DOT’s
deputy secretary for engi-
neering. He noted the appli-
cation was the only one the
DOT made for this type of
grant (related to Hurricane
Florence). 
DOT officials said a deci-

sion about funding the $11.6
million project will likely be
made early next year. If ap-
proved, 75 percent of the
project will be covered by the
federal government and the
remaining cost will be paid
by the DOT. 
Most of the grant, about

$9.6 million, would pay for
the construction. The plan is
to raise the roadbed two feet,
Colvin said.
About $2 million would

pay for studies that will look
at not only the benefits of
raising the road, but also

placing culverts beneath it to
prevent water from being
dammed on the downtown
side of the highway.
The flow of the floodwater

was an issue during Florence
last year. At one point, Con-
way City Council considered
filing an injunction to prevent
the DOT from building the
temporary dam. They feared
the barrier would cause more
homes to flood on the down-
town side. They said the
road’s design already exacer-
bates the city’s flooding chal-
lenges because it holds water
on the north side of the high-
way.
Conway’s concerns about

501 remain. City officials said
they did not know about the
DOT grant application until
contacted by
myhorrynews.com. They
were pleased to learn culverts

are part of the discussion, but
they don’t support elevating
the road without them.
“The City of Conway has

been plagued by many is-
sues, storms, [and] chal-
lenges, but we’ve been
blessed by so many graces
and individuals who call us
home,” Conway Councilman
William Goldfinch said via
text. “We’ll continue to pros-
per and persevere, however
we need our state Partners by
our side. Let us seek solutions
that will reduce future flood-
ing; let us not encourage
practices like raising estab-
lished highways that serve as
dams just so that we can con-
tinue to usher folks to the
beach.”
Some Horry County Coun-

cil members also said they
didn’t know about the DOT's
grant request until they re-

ceived media calls. 
Councilman Johnny

Vaught said he remembers a
discussion about raising the
road coming up last year, but
he didn’t realize the DOT had
decided to pursue federal
funding for that project.
Like city officials, Vaught

supports carving openings
beneath the existing road to
hasten the flow of floodwater.
But in recent weeks, he’s
championed a different infra-
structure proposal, the Lake
Busbee Bypass, which calls
for linking U.S. 701 South
with S.C. 544 via a new road
and bridge project. Busbee
Bypass supporters maintain a
new bridge will relieve traffic
congestion in Conway and
speed up evacuation if a hur-
ricane comes. The Conway

SCDOT pursuing federal money for raising
U.S. 501; project would cost $11.6 million
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Council trial begins with chilling video
BY VIRAJ NAIK
VIRAJ.NAIK@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 

A chilling video played to
the jury Tuesday shows a
suspect shooting CresCom
Bank employee Donna
Major in 2017 before dash-
ing through different parts
of the bank.
Brandon Council’s jury

trial began this week. The
North Carolina man is
charged with gunning down

Major and Katie Skeen dur-
ing a robbery at the bank on
Aug. 21, 2017. Council has
been indicted on two
counts in connection with
the double homicide. Major
and Skeen both worked at
the bank on 16th Avenue in
Conway.
Jurors must first decide if

Council is guilty. If he is
convicted, the jurors will
decide if they want to pur-
sue the death penalty,

which prosecutors are seek-
ing.
In his opening statement,

Assistant U.S. Attorney
Nathan Williams referenced
the solar eclipse on Aug. 21,
2017, a day that was sup-
posed to be special.
While Major, the head

teller at the bank, and
Skeen, the branch manager,
were working, Council was
planning and plotting at the
nearby Conway Express Inn,

Williams said.
He was coming up with a

scheme to shoot whoever
was in the bank, take
money and flee using a get-
away car, his bags having al-
ready been packed in
preparation.
Major and Skeen were the

only employees at the bank
at the time of the incident,
prosecutors said.
A third employee, Kristy

Johnson, had left to take her

lunch break around 12:45
p.m. She testified Tuesday
that she left at that time to
avoid potential rain having
seen a dark cloud. She said
when she returned police
were already investigating
the scene.
Council walked in with a

gun tucked in his waistband
that afternoon, Williams
said, and talked to Major,
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Presidential candidate

visits Conway, promises

disaster recovery reform
BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Hundreds of Horry County citizens turned out at
the Conway Riverwalk Tuesday morning to show
their support for Pete Buttigieg, mayor of South
Bend, Ind., and a democratic candidate for President.
“He’s a very refreshing candidate,” said Ashley

Thomas of Myrtle Beach. “I like what he represents.
We need to get back to some sort of moderation. Not
so far to the left or the right.”
Paul and Vicki Smink of Conway brought along

their son William to see what Buttegieg had to say.
“I think it’s great that someone from the LGBTQ

community is taking a shot at the White House,” the
younger Mr. Smink said.
Murrells Inlet resident Pat Andrews made the drive

to Conway to hear Buttigieg speak.
“I love to listen to someone intelligent, respectable,

and who actually served in the military,” Andrews
said.
Mayor Barbara Blain-Bellamy introduced Mayor

Buttigieg, and gave him a key to the city.
“I’ve given out many keys, but rarely receive one,”

37-year-old Buttigieg said with a smile.
The main reason Buttigieg presented at the River-

walk was to address more extreme weather, storms
and flooding.
In his first 100 days as President, he said he wants

to start a disaster commission “on how we do re-
sponse and recovery.”
He said he wants to streamline the application

process for flood assistance.
“The last thing a flood survivor needs is more pa-

perwork,” Buttigieg said. “You should not be losing
time having to navigate a bureaucratic maze.”
He also plans to reform catastrophic flood plans

and update flood maps “so they reflect reality,” which
was met by uproarious applause from the crowd.
Those who are reservists for FEMA will also be en-

sured that if they leave to help during a disaster, their
job will be secure and waiting for them when they get

KATIE POWELL / THE HORRY INDEPENDENT

South Bend, Ind., Mayor Pete Buttigieg, 37, took questions from the crowd after his speech at the
Conway Riverwalk Tuesday morning.

In the wake

of DUI arrest,

Heniford

resigns from

school board
FROM STAFF REPORTS
INFO@STAFFREPORTS.COM

Horry County School
Board Member Holly
Heniford resigned from
office Monday, the same
day North Myrtle Beach
officials released a video
of her arrest on a DUI
charge. 
The 55-year-old was

elected to the school
board in 2014 and repre-
sented District 1, which
includes Little River and
North Myrtle Beach.
“After much contem-

plation and soul search-
ing over the past week, I
came to the conclusion
that my resignation from
the board was the proper
action for me to take so
that the important work
of the Board members in
providing excellent edu-
cational opportunities
for our students will not
be distracted from by my
personal situation,”
Heniford wrote in a letter
to School Board Chair-
man Ken Richardson.
"My number one goal as
a board member for Dis-
trict One has always
been to put the needs of
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