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The S.C. Court of Appeals
has overturned the 2015 con-
viction of a Conway woman
who shot and killed her hus-
band in their home on Old
Reaves Ferry Road two years
earlier.
Heather Causey Sims, 37,

was convicted of voluntary
manslaughter and sentenced
to 25 years in jail, reduced to
10 years in jail and five years
probation, but the court jus-
tices say Judge J. Cordell
Maddox Jr. erred when he al-
lowed the jury to consider a
charge of voluntary
manslaughter, along with the
charges of murder, self-de-

fense and involuntary
manslaughter.
At the time of trial, defense

attorneys argued more than
once that neither voluntary
nor involuntary manslaugh-
ter should be charged, but
Maddox responded that in
his mind it was appropriate.
The court’s ruling says that

it is possible that the jury
thought it was finding a
lesser charge than murder,
but more a serious one than
involuntary.
The justices pointed out

that the jury marked not
guilty on its verdict form for
murder and involuntary
manslaughter, so they
opined that she cannot be
tried again on either of those

charges because that would
constitute this country’s laws
against double jeopardy or
being tried twice for the
same crime.
However, yesterday’s rul-

ing does not mean that Sims
will be released from jail im-
mediately or even if before
her sentence is served out,
because there is a process
that must be followed before
her case is final. She has
been in jail since Nov. 25,
2015, and is serving now in
Graham Correctional Center
in Columbia. The state’s in-
mate search lists her pro-
jected release date as May
14, 2024, without the possi-
bility of an earlier parole.
That, of course, was before

yesterday’s ruling.
The nurse anesthetist has

been working in prison as a
teacher’s aide, and has no
recorded disciplinary ac-
tions.
Defense attorney Morgan

Martin said, “We’re happy
with the Court of Appeals
ruling. It vindicates her and
we just look forward to the
completion of the process.”
About midday, he had al-

ready spoken with Sims’ fa-
ther, Ronnie Causey.
“They’re elated,” he said.

“He’s obviously elated and
hopeful that this ruling will
stand. I think we were right
and I’m just happy for

Thursday

FEBRUARY 28, 2019

VOL XXXIX, No. 48

843-248-6671
www.myhorrynews.com

$1.00

CYAN MAGENTA YELLOW BLACK

Horry Independent’s
weekly edition 

S.C. Court of Appeals overturns Sim’s conviction

KATHY ROPP / THE HORRY INDEPENDENT

A big Tiger hug
Easton Smith, a one-and-a-half year old from Missouri, en-
joyed fist bumping and high fiving the Conway Tiger mas-
cot before giving in to a big hug. Easton was one of the
visitors on the streets of Downtown Conway Saturday

morning enjoying Conway’s first Hometown Heroes event.
Conway Downtown Alive folks say they plan to do it again.
See more pictures on P. B1.

Former CHS student files lawsuit against Chuck Jordan 
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

A former Conway High
School student has filed a
lawsuit against the school,
former football coach
Chuck Jordan and the Horry
County School District
claiming that he has suf-
fered physical, mental and
emotional damage by an in-
cident that led to Jordan’s
termination in 2017.
Since then Jordan has

been hired to work with the
football program at Coastal
Carolina University and has
been named to the S.C. Ath-
letic Administrators Associ-
ation Hall of Fame, the S.C.
Athletic Coaching Associa-
tion Hall of Fame and the
S.C. Football Coaches Asso-
ciation Hall of Fame. 
Much of the lawsuit is

based on a letter written to
Jordan by Horry County
Schools Superintendent

Rick Maxey informing Jor-
dan that he would be
placed, with pay, on admin-
istrative leave until his con-

tract ran out and then he
would not be rehired. A
copy of the letter is included
in Friday’s filing. 

The lawsuit, filed by
Charleston attorneys Car-
son Reed Parker and Carl
Everette Pierce, says
Ka’Brian Javar Hickman, a
minor under 18-years-old at
the time, suffered from “cer-
tain learning disabilities
and behavioral disorders.”
It says Jordan mishandled

an incident with Hickman
at the school on May 26,
2017. The lawsuit claims
that the school did not have
a sufficient policy and/or
guidelines governing the
conduct of employees, fac-
ulty or staff to appropriately
deal with disciplining stu-
dents, and with students
with learning disabilities
and/or behavioral disor-
ders.
It recalls the meeting be-

tween Jordan and Hickman
as happening this way. Jor-
dan left his office without

Chuck Jordan
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Developer Tripp Nealy is
moving through the City of
Conway’s approval process as
he works toward creating a
restaurant on the city’s river-
front, now carrying the name
“Under the Bridge”.
His two most recent re-

views have been with the
city’s Community Appear-
ance Board, whose members
offered a few minor sugges-
tions, but gave Nealy’s plan
for the 265-seat restaurant its
first approval yesterday.
CAB chairman Heather

Whitley said, “I think what he
was offering, if it turns out the
way that he says, will be nice.
Like we all said we hate that
the warehouse will be torn
down, but I don’t think we
were really aware that the
warehouse was condemned.”
She finds it commendable

that he’s interested in keeping
the integrity of the building as
much as he can, although it
will no longer be on the Na-
tional Register of Historic
Places.
South Carolina preserva-

tionist Virginia Harness said

the changes will not impact
the historic warehouse dis-
trict.
Whitley pointed out that

the CAB doesn’t approve
building plans or designs. Its
members look only at the
aesthetics.
Although the CAB was told

that the building had been
condemned, there is some
question about that.
Robert Cooper became the

city’s building inspector after
city officials dealt with the
Lower River Warehouse,
sometimes referred to as the
Jerry Cox Warehouse.
He recently went back and

reviewed the records of for-
mer building inspector Billy
Joe Sawyer and found that
there was no actual stamp of
condemnation on the build-
ing.
He says now that Sawyer

just sat down with then
owner Egerton Burroughs
and together they agreed that
the building would not be
used in its deteriorating con-
dition. That was before Hurri-
cane Florence.
Cooper says he has not

CAB give Nealy’s
‘Under the Bridge’
its first approval
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Teen applauded for
Conway helping Conway
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Through the power of
technology, a Conway Chris-
tian School student in Con-
way, Ark., was honored by
the Conway, SC, Rotary Club
this past week for helping
Conway hospital employees,
city workers and 117
flooded-stricken homeown-
ers get financial help.
Conway Rotarians de-

cided to honor Jacob Bow-
man by making him a Paul
Harris Fellow, a coveted title
with the service club. In his
honor, the South Carolina
club donated $1,000 to Ro-
tary International that will
be used in club projects in-
cluding Happy Feet that
buys shoes for disadvan-
taged children and donates

dictionaries to school-age
children.
Conway Rotary Club Pres-

ident Kim Sauls said the
Conway, SC, group hopes
the designation will beef up
Bowman’s resume helping
him to enter the college of
his choice or secure a job he
wants.
However, Jason Carson,

president and CEO of the
Conway, Ark., Christian
School, said Bowman is one
of the school’s “great seniors”
with a stellar GPA and grade
on his ACT.
He is also a valued mem-

ber of the school’s baseball
team able to toss a 90 mph
fastball and a member of
Washington Baptist Church.
Bowman learned about

JORDAN, A2

SIMS, A3

CONWAY, A3

Heather Causey Sims

http://myhorrynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=4eeb4ee5-6bae-50c9-b7a6-91ae8ab2c032
http://myhorrynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=4eeb4ee5-6bae-50c9-b7a6-91ae8ab2c032
http://myhorrynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=4eeb4ee5-6bae-50c9-b7a6-91ae8ab2c032
http://myhorrynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=4eeb4ee5-6bae-50c9-b7a6-91ae8ab2c032

