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Students will begin the
first day of school on Sept.
8 with the hybrid instruc-
tional model, according to
Horry County Schools.
"We are excited to wel-

come our students back
both to our school build-
ings and our virtual
schoolrooms," said
Superintendent Dr. Rick
Maxey in a call to parents
on Monday. "Enjoy the last
few days of your summer
break and know we look
forward to beginning the
new school year with
you..."
The hybrid schedule

indicates that students will
attend two days in-person,
and three days distance
learning. 
Maxey also said that stu-

dent schedules will be
available Sept. 2 no later
than 5 p.m., and students
will also discover with
which split schedule group
they will attend. Having
students attend on differ-
ent days of the week will
help reduce the number of
students in the classrooms
at once.
HCS said last month that

a programmer well-versed
in the Powerschool student
data system was able to

split the school’s popula-
tion in a way that put sib-
lings attending school on
the same day, to make
scheduling a bit easier for
families.
The long-awaited deci-

sion stems from today’s
S.C. Department of Health
and Environmental
Control’s Disease Activity
Report, which looks at a
number of data details,
including the two-week

cumulative incidence rate,
the percentage of positive
test results in the county,
and whether that data is
trending up or down.
The two-week incidence

rate is 120 per 100,000 peo-
ple, which is in the medi-
um range of 51-200 people,
and the percent positive is
still in the high range at 15
percent positive. The rate
will need to be below 10
percent to be closer to five-

day, in-person learning. 
Each Monday, HCS will

examine the DHEC’s
updated reports, which
analyze the prior two
weeks of data, to deter-
mine how the following
week of school will look.
Most schools began giv-

ing out student devices last
week and continue to do
so throughout this week, in
preparation for next
Tuesday’s first day of

school since March 13.
On Thursday and Friday,

schools opened up to their
professional staff for the
first time to begin readying
for however students
would be attending.
At North Myrtle Beach

Middle School, signs are
already on the walls to
remind students to wash
their hands, and arrows on
the floor help them remem-
ber to continue to social

distance and stay at least six
feet apart from other stu-
dents.
NMBMS teacher Sharon

Mahon, who taught during
the district’s LEAP (Learn,
Analyze, Prepare, and
Evaluate) days, said the kids
just want to be back in
school, and those in atten-
dance for LEAP days fol-
lowed the rules wonderfully.
“Administration has

done everything they can
to make us feel safe,”
Mahon said, adding that
what teachers need now is
grace. “We’re doing the
best that we can, and they
[administration] have
given us everything we
need.”
Some elementary

schools will be holding vir-
tual open houses for chil-
dren to meet their teach-
ers, and a number of high
schools have planned vir-
tual orientations for their
new freshman classes.
Be sure to check your

school's social media
pages for more informa-
tion about orientations
and virtual open house
events. 
HCS reported earlier this

month that more than
13,000 students in the dis-
trict opted for school via
HCS Virtual.
Check back with My

Horry News for updates.
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High 92, mostly sunny

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Low 77, partly cloudy
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High 94, mostly sunny
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High 94, sunny
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High 88, partly sunny
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Address Service Requested

Loris Methodist Blessing Box
Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has a
Blessing Box available each
Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
This box contains nonperish-
able food items and individ-
uals in need are encouraged
to come to the box. It is
located inside the church.

Dogwood Hill Baptist Church
Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion
Rd., Loris, has a food pantry
the third Saturday of each
month from 8 a.m. until 10
a.m.

“In accordance with Federal
civil rights law and U.S.
Dept. of Agriculture (USDA)
civil rights regulations and
policies, the USDA programs
are prohibited from discrimi-
nating based on race, color,
national origin, sex, disabili-
ty, age or reprisal or retalia-
tion for prior civil rights
activity in any program or
activity conducted or funded
by USDA. Persons with dis-
abilities who require alter-
native means of communica-
tion for program informa-
tion (e.g. Braille, large print,

audiotape, American Sigh
Language, etc.) should con-
tact the Agency (state or
local) where they applied
for benefits. Individuals who
are deaf, hard of hearing or
have speech disabilities may
contact USDA through the
Federal Relay Service at 800-
877-8330. Additionally, pro-
gram information may be
made available in languages
other than English. To file a
program complaint of dis-
crimination, complete the
USDA Program
Discrimination Complaint

Form, (AD-3027) found
online at:
http://www.ascr.usda.
gov/complaint_filing_cust.ht
ml and at any USDA office,
or write a letter addressed
to USDA and provide in the
letter all of the information
requested in the form. To
request a copy of the com-
plaint form, call 866-632-
9992. Submit your complet-
ed form or letter to USDA
by:
(1) Mail: USDA office of the
Assistant Secretary for Civil
Right, 1400 Independence

Ave. SW, Washington, DC
20250-9410.
(2) Fax: 202-690-7442 or
(3) Email:
program.intake@usda.gov
This institution is an equal
opportunity provider.

Loris still debating Horry County over Hospitality Taxes 
BY SCOTT HARPER 
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The City of Loris is one
of the final municipalities
that has not reached an
agreement with Horry
County concerning the
distribution of Hospitality
Taxes.
The on-going fight over

hospitality fee taxes began

in March 2019. Myrtle
Beach sued the county
over the fee saying they
wanted to keep their own
tax dollars for their own
projects.
The city said their law-

suit should include all the
other municipalities.
In the complaint filed in

15th Circuit Court, the city
takes issue with a 1.5 per-

cent hospitality fee Horry
County has collected from
Myrtle Beach and other
municipalities since Jan.
1, 2017. The fee was col-
lected on accommoda-
tions, food and beverage,
and amusements.
The 1.5 percent hospi-

tality fee took effect on
Jan. 1, 1997, and was sup-
posed to end on Jan. 1,

2017.
The municipalities of

Myrtle Beach, North
Myrtle Beach, Loris,
Aynor, Conway and
Surfside have said they
want to keep the money
within their cities and
towns.
Loris City Council held a

meeting Aug. 27 to discuss
the hospitality fees and if

an agreement with the
county could be reached.
Loris interim

Administrator Brandon
Harrelson said Monday no
consensus was reached by
council during that meet-
ing.
He said some council

members had some ques-
tions they want to have
answered before a vote

can be taken.
Harrelson said because

it is part of the litigation,
he cannot disclose the
contents of the questions
council members want to
be answered. He said city
attorney Ken Moss is
working to get the answers
and another meeting will
be held either later this
week or next week.

County seeking $17.7 million for buyout program
BY CHARLES D. PERRY 
CHARLES.PERRY@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

David Cunningham
bought his Lawson’s
Landing home with the
expectation that he would
never leave.
He didn’t know how right

he was.
“We’re stuck,” said the

retired paramedic, who

moved into the three-bed-
room house a month before
Hurricane Florence hit in
2018, sending four feet of
water inside. “There’s no
way out for me.”
For flood victims in Horry

County’s most vulnerable
low spots, there are few
good options. Selling their
property means passing the
risk on to someone else,
while restoring it continues

the same cycle: flood, clean
up, rebuild, flood again.

Folks like Cunningham have
invested so much that even

if they could sell their
homes, they couldn’t afford
to take a hit on the price.
That dilemma is why

county officials have made
a buyout program a central
component of their $30 mil-
lion request for flood miti-
gation and resiliency fund-
ing. They submitted their
proposal to the S.C. Disaster
Recovery Office on July 31.
Although some plans for

the money include
stormwater infrastructure
projects, the county hopes
to use $17.7 million for buy-
outs, which allow the gov-
ernment to purchase prop-
erties that have repeatedly
flooded. Those homeowners
then move, their former
houses are razed and the
land is not allowed to hold

“It’s some place we can start. We can start to

relocate people in some of these extremely

vulnerable areas. That’s hopeful to me.”

Cam Crawford
Horry County councilman

FLOOD, A3

Coroner identifies person killed in hit and run on S.C. 9
BY IAN LIVINGSTON
BROOKING
IAN.BROOKING@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The Horry County
Coroner's Office identified

the person killed in a
Saturday hit and run inci-
dent as Charles Mechling,
54, of the Little River area.
The wreck happened near

2621 Highway 9 in Longs

around 9 p.m. The victim
was driving a motorcycle
and not wearing a helmet,
according to deputy coro-
ner Darris Fowler.
Saturday night's crash

involved an unknown vehi-
cle and a 1997 Harley-
Davidson motorcycle, said
S.C. Highway Patrol Lance
Cpl. Tyler Tidwell. Mechling
was heading south on S.C. 9

when the unknown vehicle,
which was traveling in the
same direction, hit the
Harley and left the scene.
Mechling was the only

person on the motorcycle

and was killed in the crash.
Troopers are asking any-

one with information about
this wreck to contact the
S.C. Highway Patrol at 843-
661-4705.

Students begin school in a hybrid setting
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Practicing social distancing, faculty and staff line up for their class photo at North Myrtle Beach Middle School Thursday. 
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