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Horry County administrator resigns, council agrees
to compensation package worth more than $270K
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Chris Eldridge is no longer
Horry County's administrator.
Horry County Council

reached an agreement with
Eldridge Tuesday night that
allowed him to resign with a
compensation package worth
more than $270,000.
For three weeks, Eldridge’s

lawyer has been in negotia-
tions with Horry County
Council Chairman Johnny
Gardner. Gardner initially said
both sides could agree on an
exit strategy for the adminis-
trator within two weeks, but
the talks took longer than the
chairman anticipated. On
Tuesday night, council mem-

bers voted 9-2 to accept the
agreement with Eldridge.
Gardner, who did not vote on
the separation contract, de-
clined to comment on the
terms of the administrator's
resignation. However, he said
the administrator and his at-
torney came to Tuesday's
meeting and both Gardner
and Eldridge signed the sepa-
ration agreement after it was
over, ending the administra-
tor's employment with the
county.
"This is good for the

county," Gardner said. "This
way we can put this behind us
and move forward."
Neither Eldridge nor his at-

torney could be reached after
the meeting.

Council members dis-
cussed the administrator's job
in a closed-door session be-
fore returning to an open ses-
sion for a vote. Council
members Bill Howard and
Tyler Servant opposed the
proposal, but only Servant of-
fered a reason why. 
"I agree that we need to

move in a different direction
with the administrator," Ser-
vant said during the meeting.
"But where I disagree is the
close to $300,000…" 
At that point, council mem-

bers told Servant not to speak
about the proposed separa-
tion agreement, which had
not been signed yet.  
"We don't need to be cam-

paigning up here," Council-

man Al Allen said.
After the meeting, Servant,

who had voted against El-
dridge's last employment
contract when it was ap-
proved four years ago, de-
clined to elaborate about his
opposition to the resignation
deal other than to say he dis-
agreed with its terms.
The administrator's salary

was just over $211,000 and he
received a car allowance of
about $10,000 per year.
County officials confirmed

the separation agreement
contains 15 months’ worth of
compensation, including a
year of health insurance. 
The agreement marks aFILE PHOTO
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Chris Snyder, owner of the
Crooked Oak, stands at the
spot where the city’s first
parklet will be located if it
receives several more ap-
provals from city staff. The
structure recently received
preliminary approval from
the city’s Community Ap-
pearance Board.
Shown below is an example
of what the parklet might
look like.
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Downtown Conway could
soon have its first parklet
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

It took more than one
year, but Downtown Con-
way may soon have its first
parklet.
Conway Downtown Alive

pitched the idea to the City
of Conway citing their pop-

ularity in Greenville and
Sumter. Conway’s council
approved the idea in Febru-
ary of 2018 and has waited
since then for someone to
pick up on the idea.
That someone is Chris

Snyder, owner of the
Crooked Oak on Laurel
Street, who got preliminary

approval this past week to
take two parking spaces in
front of his restaurant
where he plans to add ta-
bles, chairs and umbrellas,
plus boxes of flowers and
herbs that he might incor-
porate into his menu.
The Community Appear-

ance Board is the first step

for Snyder, whose plan now
must be approved by the
city’s Technical Review
Board that includes repre-
sentatives from each of the
city’s departments and the
building department.

Snyder said after the
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BY CHARLES D. PERRY
AND JANET MORGAN 
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The cities of North Myr-
tle Beach and Myrtle
Beach rejected Horry
County Council’s offer to
split hospitality tax rev-
enues with them, calling
the county’s plan unfair
and legally questionable. 
Myrtle Beach Mayor

Brenda Bethune released
her written response to
Horry County Council
Chairman Johnny Gardner
at the city’s budget retreat
last week. In the letter,
Bethune said city leaders
did not want the county
collecting hospitality taxes
inside the city limits. 
“The continued collec-

tion of the Hospitality Fee
inside the City’s corporate
boundary is not lawful,”
Bethune wrote, noting that
the city is already suing the
county over its hospitality
tax collections. “Given that
position, we do not see

how that fee can be con-
sidered as the basis for a
compromise.” 
The dispute centers on

the 1.5 percent hospitality
fee that the county collects
on all prepared foods,
hotel admissions and at-
traction tickets sold in
Horry. 
County leaders want

that 1.5 percent levy to
continue being collected
countywide. They hope to
use up to $18 million of
that money to pay for con-
structing the county’s por-
tion of I-73, a proposed
interstate that would con-
nect with I-95. County offi-
cials have also expressed
an interest in spending
some of those dollars on
public safety improve-
ments. 
But weeks ago, Myrtle

Beach officials started the
process of cutting Horry
County out as the collect-
ing arm of the fees and

Cities reject splitting
hospitality tax funds
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Conway Golf Club
developer agrees to
community meeting
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Concerns about flooding,
expressed by a large group of
residents who live near the
former Conway Golf Club
property, caused the devel-
oper of a proposed subdivi-
sion at the site to call for a
pause in the approval process
and a public meeting to reas-
sure the residents.
Forrest Beverly told Con-

way City Council Monday
night that he had hoped to
bring the project’s engineer to
the meeting, but she was un-
able to come.
Council had already voted

4-3 at a previous meeting to
annex the property with an R-
1 zoning designation that re-
quires 10,000-square-foot lots
with a 100-foot minimum

width. Second reading for the
issue was on Monday’s
agenda, but before a vote was
taken Beverly asked that the
issue be tabled.
The residents, who had met

Friday night to prepare for the
meeting, feared that council
might step back from that
vote and assign an R-1 zone to
the property that would allow
7,500-square-foot lots with a
75-foot minimum width. The
difference in the number of
houses appears to be about
40. Beverly’s proposed plat for
the area, with an R-1 zone,
shows 198 homes.
But the group’s main con-

cern is flooding and they want
the threat of flooding eased
before the project continues.
Eight Conway citizens
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