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Christine Williams outdid herself with Christmas decorations
this year because she feared she wouldn’t have another
Christmas in her Sandridge home. Williams, a Sandridge na-

tive, built the house of her dreams on her mom’s property a
little more than a year ago. The selected route for Conway’s
new Perimeter Road is set to go right through her home. 

Sandridge residents believe
their heritage is threatened
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

It isn’t just homes that
Sandridge residents say
they’ll be losing when the
new Perimeter Road invades
their community.
It’s their families. It’s their

heritage. It’s their history.
The six homes along Dirty

Branch Road that are set for
demolition are owned pri-
marily by one African Ameri-
can family, and the land has
been in their family for as
many as four generations.
Jennifer Laws Holbrooks,

who grew up in “The Ridge”,
as residents sometimes refer
to the Sandridge neighbor-
hood, grew up on Dirty
Branch Road, lived for a
while in Charlotte, N.C., be-
fore moving back to the area
about three years ago to sup-
port and live with her
mother.

What she’s seen with the
highway planning has sad-
dened her.
“It is making the people

there ill, and it’s manifesting
itself in other ways. All of
them are stressed and don’t
know what to do. They’re be-
side themselves,” she said.
Her mother and her

daughter cleared their land
themselves in 1990 so her
mom could build a house
there. When she returned,
she realized that she and her
mom needed more room, so
they began following
through with plans to add a
bedroom, bathroom and
dining room and to expand
the living room. The project
has walls and a roof, but isn’t
usable yet because it has no
drywall.
Holbrooks believes having

it finished could make a dif-
ference in how much money
they are offered for the

house.
But even then she’s con-

cerned about the bottom
line of having to move.
“This is the reality of it,”

she said. “They’re going to
offer her (her mother) a sum
of money for what they say
her property is worth…I
know it’s not going to be
enough to go purchase a
piece of land and then build
a house on it, not going to
happen,” she said. “She’s
going to end up out there
disenfranchised. That’s
what’s going to happen. We
know how this goes. It’s not
in our best interest. They’re
not trying to help us…If we
disagree they’re going to
condemn the land and take
it anyway. It’s a very stressful
thing that’s happening and
nobody seems to care.”
She says communication

with the S.C. Department of
Transportation has been

poor. They weren’t aware
that the road might impact
them until August when they
received letters inviting
them to a public hearing
about the project and its five
proposed routes.
“We’re outcasts,” Holbrook

said. “It’s horrible. And all of
these neighbors, it’s our fam-
ily. We’ll be removed from
our family.”
The idea behind the new

road is to make a loop
around Conway, making it
unnecessary for traffic to go
through the city. The loop
begins now at S.C. 905. Mo-
torists can take East Country
Club Drive to Country Club
Drive, to the newly-resur-
faced Cultra Road, cross U.S.
501 to El Bethel Road and
head on to U.S. 378 where it
stops. The double-lane
Perimeter Road with a me-

Bus service looking to

grow after years of struggle
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

As early as 2024, voters in
Horry and Georgetown
counties could be asked to
spend more money on the
Grand Strand’s public bus
service.
But long before Coast

RTA pursues any referen-
dum, its leaders will try to
persuade other local gov-
ernments to provide
smaller amounts of addi-
tional funding so the nearly
37-year-old transit system
can expand its service.
“We want to start the

conversation,” Coast CEO
Brian Piascik said. “As we
sort of develop it and do
these small increases, I
want to start talking about
long term, which is going
out for a referendum and
getting off of everybody’s
dole, being autonomous.”
Although Coast’s leaders

express confidence in the
organization’s stability now,
it’s been a tumultuous two
years for the bus service.
After Horry County

Council changed its fund-
ing formula for Coast in

2018 -- a move designed to
double the county’s contri-
bution to the RTA -- the bus
service struggled to adjust
to the payment schedule,
which took more time for
money to be distributed.
Coast also overspent, trying
to grow too fast too quickly.
That resulted in the bus
service borrowing from
Conway National Bank to
cover its financial obliga-
tions.
At one point, that debt

amounted to about
$400,000. Coast’s annual
budget, which consists of
local, state and federal
funding, is $5.7 million.
Coast RTA leaders even

debated asking the county
to pay them in monthly in-
stallments rather than quar-
terly, though they ultimately
kept the same schedule.
“We learned a lot of les-

sons in [fiscal year] ‘18 liv-
ing paycheck to paycheck,”
Piascik said.
County leaders did

change their contract with
Coast to stipulate that no
new service be added until
the debt was paid off.

BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

A man who sold 11
Dunkin’ Donuts restaurants
before moving South wants
to reopen a convenience
store at 1616 Sixth Ave.
Although the vacant store

has a Sixth Avenue address,
it faces U.S. 501.
At a Conway City Council

workshop meeting Monday
afternoon, Rikin Patel told
council he already has the
okay from Exxon to provide
service to the business.
Several council members

and Conway Police Chief
Dale Long expressed con-
cern that customers might
hang around the business
causing problems for nearby
residents, a church and po-
lice.

Councilman Larry White
said he is most concerned
about the Mt. Zion F.B.H.
Church that is directly across
Sixth Avenue from the store.
Bethel AME is only blocks
away.
Long told council that

there are already two stores
in the area, The Shree Mini-
Mart on Wright Boulevard
and another on Church
Street that require a great
deal of police attention.
Long said without very

strong oversight at the new
business, he fears police will
see an uptick in loitering, lit-
tering, public drunkenness
and drugs sales.
He advised Patel to get the

area under control before it
becomes a problem, if coun-

Councilman, police chief

worry that reopening U.S. 501

store could increase loitering
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Conway youngster earns his spot in history
A Conway youngster has

claimed a spot in history as
the first South Carolina
wrestler to become American
Crown Series Champion.
KJ Keith earned the title by

winning two of the four na-
tional championships that
make up the American Crown
Series in the same year. 
In addition to winning the

Liberty Nationals in St.
Joseph, Mo., which is neces-
sary to claim the Series
Crown, Keith also won the
Dixie Nationals in Atlanta, Ga.
The other two tournaments

that make up the Series in-
clude the Big Horn Nationals
in Pueblo, Colo., and the West
Coast Nationals in El Paso,
Texas.
KJ and his father/coach

Kenya Keith traveled to Mis-
souri after capturing first

place in the Dixie Nationals,
considered one of the tough-
est youth tournaments on the
East Coast.
KJ's first round bout at

Dixie Nations was against the
third-ranked competitor from
Florida. The two battled al-
most three entire periods be-
fore Keith pinned his
opponent with a little more
than 30 seconds remaining in
the match. This was a big con-
fidence booster for Keith.
In the second round, Keith

pinned the top-ranked Ala-
bama wrestler only 19 sec-
onds into the first period. KJ
felt like he was definitely in
beast-mode at this point.
In the semifinal round, the

Conwayite faced off against a
very tough opponent ranked
first in the state of Georgia.
After wrestling all three peri-

ods Keith posted a 4-0 victory
to advance to the finals.
In the finals, KJ trailed the

top-ranked Floridian 4-0 after
the first period and things
looked dim after he suffered
an injury only 30 seconds into
the second period.
Coaches Kenya Keith and

Harold Williams walked over
to check his injury.
Coach Williams asked KJ,

"Are you okay?" and when he
replied, "Yes sir" Williams ex-
horted him to get up and fin-
ish the deal.
The elder Keith then laid

hands on his son and told the
youngster that he prayed for
him, and in prayer, God told
him to tell KJ that, "This was
his moment if he wanted it." 
The injured Keith went into

the third and final period trail-
ing 10-6, and well aware that

his beast-mode mentality had
to rise and wrestle, a saying
that his dad created earlier
called by #RiseandWrestle.
Keith completed his come-

from-behind victory by pin-
ning his opponent with only
five seconds remaining in the
final round.
At the time, the match was

watched by more than half
the spectators at the event
and was said to be the best
match of the entire tourna-
ment.
In 2017, KJ’s cousin Jackson

Keith, then five, became the
youngest South Carolinian to
win a national title. In 2018,
Zy'erre Williams, Coach
Harold's 7-year-old son, be-
came the youngest kid ever to
win a national title in two dif-

KJ Keith poses with his father Kenya Keith after winning the
2020 Liberty Nationals in St. Joseph, Mo. The Conwayite also
won the Dixie Nationals in Atlanta, Ga., making him the first
South Carolina wrestler to become an American Crown Se-
ries Champion.
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