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The State Law Enforcement Di-
vision launched an investigation
into the Horry County Council on
Aging after a former employee of
the nonprofit raised concerns
about the publicly funded organi-
zation’s finances.

SLED spokesman Thom Berry
said the probe began after the for-
mer employee sent a letter to
SLED Chief Mark Keel. SLED
agents looked into the matter and
decided to start a formal investiga-
tion on Feb. 14.

“It is open and it is being
worked,” he said.
Berry would not provide any

specific details about the allega-
tions in the letter that prompted
the investigation. The letter is a
public record, but it is part of the

case file and won’t be released
until the conclusion of the inquiry.
The nonprofit’s leaders maintain

they aren’t exactly sure what inves-
tigators are seeking to uncover,
though they have turned over
some financial records to SLED.

“To tell you the truth, I don’t
know myself,” said Bobby Jordan,
the council’s chairman. “I under-
stand that we’re being investigat-
ed, but nobody’s told us anything.”
The Council on Aging receives

local, state and federal funding to
provide meals, activities and other
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SLED investigating Horry County Council on Aging’s finances
Nonprofit runs 10 senior centers throughout Horry 
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Pups bark on the Horry Coun-
ty Animal Care Center grounds
in an air-conditioned military
tent.
Center staff set up the tent last

Thursday to help with over-
crowding. Nine of 16 additional
kennels the center purchased
are in the tent, which belongs to
the Horry County Police Depart-
ment. Staffers utilize an air con-
ditioning unit/generator cour-
tesy of the North Myrtle Beach

Department of Public Safety.
Just one of those 16 kennels

was vacant the following day.
While the center has been op-

erating as a “no-kill” shelter for a
few years — meaning it does not
euthanize adoptable or treatable
animals — overcrowding could

result in the shelter no longer
following that model. In other
words, more animals would
have to be put down.
“We’re going to do everything

in our power to make sure that

SAVE CATS AND DOGS, A2

A fight to save cats and dogs

Overcrowding may force shelter to euthanize more animals

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM
She doesn’t bark. She wags her tail until the her rear legs lift with each tail swing. She shoves her nose between the slats of the cage and stares while waiting in a tent
at the Horry County Animal Care Center. “This is puppy and kitten season,” said center director Kelly Bonome. The shelter is filled to capacity with a majority of the
dogs and puppies being held as part of pending abuse cases. The overcrowding has forced the shelter to use a tent from Horry County Police Department and an air
conditioning unit/generator from the North Myrtle Beach Department of Public Safety. 

Payton Heleine
and Liam Conley
won first place
in the Young
Filmmakers
Project, a
statewide

competition.
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AAST graduates win state filmmaking award
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They didn’t want to give a pro-
found message about taking the
high road. They wanted to make
people laugh.
AAST graduates Payton Heleine

and Liam Conley won first place in
the Young Filmmakers Project, a
statewide competition involving a

specific, random creative challenge.
The challenge: Create a video, no

longer than two minutes, that in-
cludes a compass.
Entries were scored by a panel of

independent judges and the Top 10
videos were screened at the Nick-
elodeon Theatre in Columbia where
the winners were announced.
Judged on script and story, pro-

duction value, design and style, and

overall impact, the competition was
hosted by Trident Technical College
and the South Carolina Film Com-
mission.
Heleine and Conley have worked

together and won together before,
and this was the fourth first-place
award the duo has taken.
“We didn’t want to go the route
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Calling their last attempt to ban
reckless shooting ineffective, Horry
County Council began crafting a re-
vised policy last week. 

They hope to pre-
vent dangerous recre-
ational shooting near
large residential de-
velopments.
“I am a responsible

gun owner,” said
councilman Dennis
DiSabato, whose dis-
trict includes part of
Carolina Forest. “I

don’t want to restrict anybody’s gun
rights, but the last thing I want us to
have to do is attend a funeral for a kid
who was shot by a stray [bullet].”
A draft ordinance presented during

the county’s public safety committee
meeting June 11 also prohibits shoot-
ing in large residential developments
and includes certain exceptions.
Horry County Police Chief Joe Hill

said the proposal would not just apply
to those who recklessly fire a gun. It
would allow law enforcement to cite
the owner or caretaker of a property
that is determined to be the site of the
shooting.
DiSabato said the current ordinance

does not define what makes a dis-
charge “reckless.”
“It’s very subjective,” he said.
He stressed the importance of craft-

ing an ordinance that is enforceable.
Hill said law enforcement can ex-

press what is considered a reckless dis-
charge to the court.
“As a police officer, we’re responsible

for every round that leaves our
weapon,” he said. “But as a gun owner,
you are too. Any round that gets 

RECKLESS SHOOTING, A3

County looks 
at new rules to
crack down on

reckless shooting

DiSabato
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