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Jerome Jenkins had his
first run-in with police
when he was 17-years-old
and by then had already
dropped out of high school,
according to his mother

Itina Jenkins.
Defense attorneys are try-

ing to convince Horry
County jurors this week
that they should spare his
life and send him to prison
instead.
That same jury found the

25-year-old man guilty Sat-
urday of murder, armed
robbery and attempted
murder in the killing of 40-
year-old Bala Parachuri at
the Sunhouse convenience

store on S.C. 905 near
Longs in January of 2015.
Prosecutors showed the

jury a video of the killing
and played Jenkins’ state-
ment to police detective
Greg Lent Saturday morn-
ing.
In the statement, Jenkins

said he shot Parachuri, but
did it only because his co-
defendants, James and
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Owners of the Peanut
Warehouse in the
Conway Riverfront
District want to
weatherize the build-
ing with new siding,
but members of the
Community Appear-
ance board are hesi-
tant about changing
the Conway land-
mark.
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Q. Who serves on Con-
way’s Water Quality and
Storm Drainage Commis-
sion?   
A. City of Conway

spokesperson Taylor Newell
answered this question and
the next two.
Members of the commis-

sion are Angela Even, Tim
Kirby, Jackie Taylor, Gage
Forston, Steven Starbuck
and Scott Goldberg. Kevin
Chestnut is ex-offico.

Q. When and where does
the Water Quality and
Storm Drainage Commis-
sion meet?      
A. The group meets in the

City Hall conference room
on the third Wednesday of
each month at 6 p.m.

Q. When is it appropriate
for a city council member
to recuse himself from vot-

ing on a rezoning request? 
A. The Ethics Act, SC Code

§8-13-700, provides that no
public official may know-
ingly use his office to obtain
an economic interest for
himself, a family member of
his immediate family, an in-
dividual with whom he is as-
sociated, or a business with
which he is associated. No
public official may make,
participate in making, or in-
fluence a governmental de-
cision in which he or any
such person or business has
an economic interest.

Q. What are the rules or
guidelines for a recall elec-
tion for city officials?    
A. Horry County Voter

Registration and Election di-
rector Sandy Martin says
South Carolina has no provi-
sion for recall elections.
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North Myrtle Beach baseball
players sprawled out on the
concrete of a weigh station,
trying to make a bad situation
somewhat better.
By the early hours of April

30, the Chiefs’ season was over.
At the time, that’s all that mat-
tered.
It was an already grueling

trip, so the flat tire that
stranded the team near Walter-
boro on the way home -- leav-
ing members of the team
choosing between an upright
seat on a charter bus or the
hard ground -- was just a blip.
At 7:17 a.m., nearly 22 hours

after the team originally left for
its district championship

games in Hilton Head, North
Myrtle Beach finally pulled
back into the school. About
one hour after that, the chime
of the first bell rang.
“It was absolutely miser-

able,” said Chiefs coach Brian
Alderson. “Luckily, we were ex-
cused from school that day.
But the team and me were ab-
solutely exhausted. … It took
me another day just to re-
cover.”
For Horry County’s baseball

and softball teams, brutal
postseason schedules are not
an anomaly but a byproduct of
their location in the state. Fur-
thermore, changes enacted by
the South Carolina High
School League three years ago
have made it worse. The sys-
tem is one that led local teams

to spend more than $15,000
during this spring’s district
baseball and softball tourna-
ments alone, and saw them
travel a distance equivalent to
a trip from Myrtle Beach to
Seattle and back, according to
an analysis of district records.
Some school officials insist

that too many postseason
qualifiers too far apart have
changed what it means to be a
playoff team, all at the cost of
the schools who are responsi-
ble for footing the bill for com-
petition. More often than not,
the top teams from the regular
season advance through the
district rounds while others
who previously wouldn’t have
qualified are spending money
to go on the road and lose.
At a growing rate, coaches

and administrators are starting
to rethink giving up their once-
upon-a-time bragging rights,
wondering aloud if it is time to
amend the system.
“Sometimes you want to

make the playoffs just so you
can say you made the play-
offs,” St. James softball coach
Adam Jones said. “For us, it
was a little different because it
was the first year we were in 5A
and we made it. It’s a smaller
slice of the pie now. It was a lit-
tle bit sweeter when it was four
classifications.”
Under the longstanding for-

mat, each of the classifications
in softball and baseball starts
its postseason with eight dis-
trict brackets split evenly be-
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A Conway landmark is about get a facelift
in the form of weatherization.
The Peanut Warehouse, located at 150

Laurel St. in Conway, was purchased a few
months ago by CHS of 1995 Investments,
which consists of three Conway High 1995
graduates, Jamie McLain, Jay Holbert and
Heath Adams. 
McLain asked Conway’s Community Ap-

pearance Board (CAB) this past week to
allow him to place natural cypress siding
over the existing outside façade of the

building, saying he wants to cover holes and
keep rain from further deteriorating the
original walls. 
The board approved his request so he

could order materials, but told McLain he
needs to come back for a final approval on a
sample of the siding finish before installa-
tion can take place. 
He also hopes to replace the windows and

seals, but that request was deferred until
the board can view samples of the windows
and concentrate on the two requests sepa-
rately.
McLain said the natural “rough-hewn” cy-

press siding had to be milled specifically for

the warehouse, and will take three months
to receive after it’s ordered. The cypress will
last 75 to 100 years, and should weather to
the color of the current siding within three
to four years, he said. 
The Peanut Warehouse was built in 1900,

and originally was a storage house for to-
bacco, later to be followed by peanuts,
hence the name. 
Scott Thompson, owner of Thompson

Farm and Nursery, has leased the building
for the past three years for folks to host all
types of events. He said he hosts approxi-
mately 35 events there each year, and said
people know the building is not climate-

controlled and know not to book events for
June, July and August with the heat. 
He said people like the rustic look of the

property. 
“It’s tough because you want to see it

weathered, but it’s deteriorating,” said CAB
member Troy Roehm. “I mean, would you
rather us say no, and then eventually there’s
no Peanut Warehouse?”
Some members of the CAB expressed

worry that with such an historical land-
mark, locals will be upset to see siding
being installed.
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Defense attorneys hope

to save ‘JJ’  Jenkins’ life

Jerome ‘JJ’ Jenkins Jr.
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