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Your Carolina Forest Hearing Specialist
ADVANCED AUDIOLOGY

& Hearing Aid Centers

Licensed Doctor of Audiology Specializing in Hearing Problems

843-903-1496

24 HOUR SERVICE

FULL SERVICE MASTER PLUMBER

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

We Repair and/or Replace:
Toilets, Sinks, Faucets and Garbage Disposals
Water Heaters (Gas, Electric or Tankless)

For money saving maintenance plans, 
please visit our website:

www.jenkinsplumbing.com

beyond your backstop,
your berm, whatever you
have and it impacts some-
one’s life … [or] property, I
can articulate that is a
reckless discharge.”
DiSabato acknowledged

there are residents in the
rural parts of the county
who would be against a
stronger ordinance and
council members who
might have concerns.
As such, he suggested

implementing different
zones.
One zone could include a

heavily populated area and
prohibit shooting from a
certain distance of resi-
dences in one of the major
residential developments.
A zone in a rural part of

the county could have a
decreased buffer.
He stressed the new ordi-

nance would be geared to-
ward densely populated,
unincorporated areas such
as Carolina Forest and
Forestbrook.
“We’re not talking about

Aynor, Green Sea and
Loris,” he said. “We’re talk-
ing about the places closer
to the beach that aren’t in

the municipalities.”
Koty Price — a Carolina

Forest resident who lives in
the Plantation Lakes com-
munity — and some of his
neighbors were in atten-
dance at the meeting. 
He said bullets flying into

the community from out-
side the subdivision is a
frequent problem.
Price pointed out that he

is a gun owner.
“It’s not an anti-gun mat-

ter,” he said. “It’s a gun
safety matter at this point.”
His fence has been struck

in addition to a neighbor’s
home.
“This is an extreme prob-

lem,” he said. “I’m afraid to
go out in the yard at times.”
He said zones could be

helpful because it would
cause more awareness of
the issue at hand.
Hill said what Price and

his neighbors have been
dealing with is “ridiculous”
and police would begin to
patrol their community
more frequently.
Officers can charge those

causing some of the prob-
lems by enforcing trespass-
ing laws and the ordinance

already in effect. 
However, Hill said deter-

mining who fired a reckless
shot can be challenging
and that ballistics testing is
difficult.
Hill said implementing

zones could be beneficial.
To support this, he men-

tioned a hypothetical case
where someone reported
shots being fired and an-
other person was found in
a nearby wooded area in
one of the zones with a
gun.
“We’re going to have to

do some investigating,” he
said. “We have to deter-
mine if they are the ones
who fired a shot. It’s going
be difficult, but it gives a
little bit more leverage to
force somebody to tell us
the truth.”
Councilman Orton Bel-

lamy said signage put up to
accompany the ordinance
is another way to get peo-
ple’s attention.
County attorney Arrigo

Carotti is preparing to pro-
vide the public safety com-
mittee with maps outlining
where shooting would be
permitted.

RECKLESS SHOOTING, FROM A1

Fight at CFHS 
Two 15-year-old boys had a physical fight

at Carolina Forest High School on June 4.
According to an Horry County police re-

port, both suspects admitted they got into
an “internet-related beef.” 
They made their confessions with their

parents there. 
The families did not want to pursue

charges and the complainant said the
school would handle the situation.

Disorderly man arrested
An Horry County officer responded to

the intersection of McCormick Road and
Forestbrook Road at about 1:50 a.m. June 3
because a caller said a man was lying in the
street.
A silver 2000 Lincoln that was missing its

right front tire was partially blocking the
road, and the passenger door was open, a
county police report said.
The suspect, a 34-year-old Myrtle Beach

man, was passed out on the grass.
After being woken up and medically

cleared, the suspect had “extreme slurred
speech,” smelled like alcohol and had to be
helped to his feet so he didn’t fall over, ac-
cording to the police report.
The suspect said he had not been driving

the vehicle and had no idea how it got
damaged.
The suspect was arrested.

DSS called
An Avalon woman reported that her 12-

year-old daughter was physically assaulted
by a 15-year-old female, a June 5 police re-
port said.

The suspect told the officer she did phys-
ically assault the victim after an argument.
The suspect said the victim kept taunting
her and she “went off.”
Security video showed the two females

arguing and the suspect hitting the victim
in her face several times.
While the officer was there, it was

learned that the suspect was wanted by the
Horry County Sheriff’s Office for a proba-
tion violation. 
The report said she was also wanted be-

cause she ran away from her foster home.
DSS was notified and they said to take

the suspect into custody so she could be
taken to Columbia.

Was it a gun?
A Conway man, 23, called the police at

about midnight June 3 and reported that a
gun was pointed at him while he was at
Ron Jon’s.
According to the county police report,

the victim was in the parking lot when the
suspect, a 30-year-old man, approached
him and demanded that he open his car
door. The report said the suspect then
wrapped a T-shirt around his hand to con-
ceal what the victim thought was a firearm.
The victim said this situation started

about six months before because the sus-
pect thought the victim stole a firearm
from him, the report said.
The victim said he did not steal a firearm

from the suspect, but that he was still
being threatened by the suspect.
The victim left the area but said more

than one suspect followed him to his
house where he saw two men who’d been
at Ron Jon’s across the street.

Chronicle police reports
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Horry County Council
planned to ask the S.C. De-
partment of Transportation
to put off any work on I-73
until county officials know
they will have the funding
to fulfill a contract with the
state agency.
The only question is how

long the delay will last.
County officials signed

the agreement with the
DOT in December. The
contract called for eventu-
ally spending as much as
$25 million per year on
road work, including the
county’s portion of the pro-
posed interstate. But the
funding source for that
construction is the subject
of a legal dispute between
the county and local mu-
nicipalities, and council
members are unsure how
the courts will rule.
“Who knows?” council-

man Al Allen asked. “No-
body knows. That’s the
song I’ve been singing. …
Horry County does not
need to be in any binding
contract.”
The DOT contract states

that county officials have
until June 30 to approve

DOT’s proposed work plan,
but county council mem-
bers have considered ask-
ing the DOT to give them
until at least October to
make that decision. A vote
on that delay was sched-
uled for Tuesday after press
deadlines. Check myhor-
rynews.com for updates.
The work plan proposed

by the DOT covers $12.4
million worth of projects,
including road design and
right-of-way acquisitions
for I-73. 
The plan also calls for a

$410,000 study of S.C. 22,
which flooded after Hurri-
cane Florence. The study
would look at the cost of
raising the road above flood
conditions.  
If approved, the projects

would be completed over
the next year.
But Allen wants county

council to either delay ap-
proving the work plan until
January or scrap it altogeth-
er.
“It would give the county

much more options,
breathing room,” he said.
“The sad thing is nobody
can assure us how much of
the 1.5 percent [hospitality
fee] we’re going to get. … I
want to protect Horry

County. You’re talking
about 12 and a half million
dollars.”
Council members were

planning to delay the con-
tract until Oct. 1, said coun-
cilman Johnny Vaught, who
said the extension should
give the council more time
to find out the status of the
hospitality fee collections.
The 1.5 percent hospitali-

ty fee is collected on all pre-
pared foods, hotel admis-
sions and attraction tick-
ets sold countywide.
The fee was originally

created by a county ordi-
nance in 1996 to help pay
for major infrastructure
projects, including S.C. 31
and S.C. 22. When the debt
on those projects was paid
off, county officials
planned to use the hospi-
tality revenues to cover the
county’s portion of I-73 and
to help improve public
safety services such as the
police and fire depart-
ments.
But earlier this year, the

cities of Myrtle Beach,
North Myrtle Beach and
Surfside Beach decided
they wanted to dismantle
the hospitality tax structure
and not share fee revenues
with the county.

Horry County Council asking S.C. Department 
of Transportation to delay I-73 contract

Myrtle Beach officials
sued the county, calling the
county’s collection of hospi-
tality fees inside the city “il-
legal.”
During a hearing last

week, the county’s attorney
Henrietta Golding argued
that the Grand Strand’s mu-
nicipalities should not be
allowed to overhaul the hos-
pitality fee system that has
been in place for more than
20 years. The cities’ changes
are scheduled to take effect
July 1.
County officials have

asked the court to stop the
cities from changing the fee
structure while the lawsuit
is pending. 
A decision from Judge

William Se als is expected in
the coming weeks.
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