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|  YOU ASKED FOR IT |

Horry Independent’s
weekly edition 

Q. I’d like to know what
the new state law that
started Nov. 19 regarding
mopeds and golf carts re-
quires?
A. Mopeds
First, a person who

drives a moped on a public
road must have with him a
valid moped operator’s li-
cense, valid driver’s license
and moped registration. He
must receive these docu-
ments the same way as he
would regular licenses. The
S.C. Department of Motor
Vehicles was required by
the statute to create a spe-
cial size and class of license
plates with distinctive
numbering and/or letter-
ing that makes it identifi-
able to law enforcement.
The vehicles are not re-
quired to be titled or in-
sured in this state and are
exempt from property
taxes.
The driver will need a

manufacturer’s certificate

of origin that states what
the vehicle is. In other
words is it a motor scooter,
motor-driven cycle or
something similar. 
A privately-owned

moped that belongs to a
nonresident can be ridden
in South Carolina if it is
registered and licensed in
its home state, territory,
district or country. The op-
erator must display or have
issued a valid registration,
registration card, license
plate or decal, or some-
thing else that shows he is
in compliance in his home
jurisdiction.
The license must be ob-

tained in South Carolina if
he establishes a domicile
here or within 180 days,
whichever comes first.
If the driver wants to be

registered in South Car-
olina, he must make an ap-
plication to the S.C.
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THIS IS IT!

BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Electronic signs warning
people that the Main Street
Memorial Bridge is about
to close have been in place
for about a week now, but
first thing Monday morn-
ing equipment will roll in
and that will be it for bridge
travelers until the end of
March.
For more than a year, the

S.C. Department of Trans-
portation has been plan-
ning the $2.3 million
retrofitting of the bridge
that will require motorists
to use U.S. 501 bypass, in-

stead of the historic Main
Street Bridge built in 1937.
Transportation officials

have even mailed postcards
to Horryites showing them
the detour for south and
northbound traffic.
For motorists headed to

Myrtle Beach, the detour
starts on U.S. 701 South
where they are instructed
to go to Church Street, take
Church Street to U.S. 501
South and then take US 501
South to Cox Ferry Road,
for a total of about 4.4
miles.
The detour headed to-

ward Conway will also be
4.4 miles, according to in-

formation provided by the
SCDOT.
Those drivers are asked

to take U.S. 501 north to
the Third Avenue off ramp,
which will take them in the
vicinity of the old Grainger
Steam Plant, before head-
ing on to Third Avenue, to
U.S. 378 and taking U.S
378/Third Avenue East to
U.S 501 business.
Although the detour

seems complicated, project
manager Stacey Johnson
says it isn’t. It is designed
more for people who don’t
know the area than for lo-
cals, who know how to get
where they are going, he

said.
People can turn off of the

detour at any point and
don’t have to use the Third
Avenue off-ramp if they
choose to continue going
straight.
The only areas where

people won’t be allowed
will be the area between
the barricades at the begin-
ning and end of the Main
Street Bridge.
“Once the barricades are

up, people should abide by
them, just like in the flood,”
Johnson said.
Information provided by

the department says work
on the bridge will include

hydrodemolition and the
addition of a new overlay
on the bridge’s deck.
Project manager Stacey

Johnson says what that
means is workers will take
about one inch to one-and-
one-half inch from the
road’s surface using high-
powered water jets and re-
placing it with a new
surface
After that the sidewalks

will be redone. Cleaning
and repainting steel girders
and bearings, rehabilitating
the deck joints, repairing
concrete curbs, injecting

Main Street Bridge to close Monday for repairs
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The lightless Main Street Memorial Bridge looked calm this past week
when this picture was taken, but it promises to be a busy place beginning

Monday morning when retrofitting of the historic bridge is set to begin.
Motorists are reminded to take another route!
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HOUSING DEMANDS DRIVING CHANGE

Why more golf courses could become subdivisions
BY CHRISTIAN BOSCHULT
CHRISTIAN.BOSCHULT@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

For years, golfers Jason Lewis
and Andy Joy have been playing
rounds at Azalea Sands Golf Club
in North Myrtle Beach.
"It's very close to home and they

treat us very well," Joy said. "We're
both from upstate New York origi-
nally. I've played other courses
down here, it’s just this one, I live
right there, I can walk here.”
But the course may not be

around forever. 
The City of North Myrtle Beach is

in "preliminary consultation" with
the landowners of Azalea Sands
and Possum Trot Golf Club about
the possibility of annexating and
developing, said North Myrtle's Di-
rector of Planning and Develop-
ment James Wood. 
"They're just doing some ex-

ploratory groundwork to see if it's
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Jason Lewis and Andy Joy, right, play a round at Azalea Sands Golf Club in
North Myrtle Beach over the holidays. They say they’ve played the course in
snow and a hurricane. The course is one that could be redeveloped. City offi-
cials have talked about annexing the property.
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BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Whether it came from
Hurricane Matthew or
Hurricane Florence, flood-
ing was the top story for
Conway during 2018. The
year began with victims of
Hurricane Matthew deal-
ing with the possibility of
selling their homes to the
City of Conway whose of-
ficials received money
from the Federal Emer-
gency Management
Agency to buy a number
of the homes.
However, before those

sales were made, Hurri-
cane Florence blew into
town damaging many of
the same homes, plus lots
more.
At this point, lines of

houses on Sherwood
Drive, Snow Hill Drive,
Lakeland Drive, Busbee
Street, Woody Lane and
others around the city re-
main dark at night, many
with their doors and win-
dows open because they
have not yet been repaired
or demolished.
FEMA has approved

buyouts for 58 homes in-
jured in Hurricane
Matthew and there are 28
more damaged in Hurri-
cane Florence that are
being reviewed by the
state for possible buyouts.
The city expects to

spend $11.3 million on the
buyouts and demolition.
The sales of one busi-

ness and two homes have
been concluded. 
2. A Conway issue that

has morphed into a
statewide issue is the
death of two mental
health patients who
drowned in floodwaters in
Marion County while
being transported to men-
tal health facilities by two
former Horry County
Sheriff’s deputies. The two
deputies survived, but
were unable to save the

Flooding

led 2018

news
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