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FROM CALIFORNIA TO MYRTLE BEACH
Cross-country walk ends as healing continues for veteran

JANET MORGAN / THE HORRY INDEPENDENT

Retired Staff Sgt. Van Booth finished walking more than 7.1 million
steps in 3,100 miles from San Juan Capistrano, Calif., to the Atlantic
Ocean in Myrtle Beach last week. Along the way he carried a guitar, a

few stuffed animals he found on the road and the weight of his service
in the U.S. Army. “I was walking for a therapeutic pilgrimage, but I fig-
ured I may as well walk for a cause,” he said of his self-funded walk.

BY VIRAJ NAIK AND JANET MORGAN
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The low E string stretches along the gui-
tar.
Veteran Van Booth held the weathered

instrument by the neck, spinning it to see
the chaos of signatures and stickers. Fine
wrinkles under his eyes belied the smile
beneath his bushy beard.
“Yup,” not usually stingy with words,

Booth said, taking his time looking at the
final string on a guitar he lugged across the
country. “That’s the last string.”
The final string was strung after the final

step of 7.1 million steps in a 3,135-mile
walk to raise awareness about veteran sui-
cide and post-traumatic stress disorder.
“My walk is music related, too, because

of Operation Song and Freedom Sings
USA,” the retired U.S. Army infantryman
said in Myrtle Beach on the last day of the
last decade. “It’s going to be symbolism. I
said when I get a guitar I’m going to take all
the strings off of it. It’s going to be no
strings. It symbolizes veterans, soldiers and
people who aren’t here anymore to play
their music for us. Every 500 miles I walk,
I’m going to put one string on. That sym-
bolizes its healing as it’s going, kind of like I
am.”
The first string went on at the Utah-

Nevada border, the second in Colorado,
the third in Kinsley, Kan., the fourth in Jef-
ferson City, Mo., and the fifth in Tennessee.
But Booth knows healing is more diffi-

cult and complicated. He’s been mired
under the weight of retiring from a 20-year
Army career, the loss of 15 people he knew
in war and memories of one redheaded
man from upstate South Carolina.
With hopes of facing the rest of his life

outside of grief and pain, Booth set off on a
cross-county walk on Feb. 23 from San
Juan Capistrano, Calif., to Plyler Park in
Myrtle Beach.
He’d talked to Army buddies once about

walking across the country, but that was
before he needed the walk. It was before

CROSS-COUNTRY WALK, A3

Q. What is the City of
Conway doing to fix the
problem of continuing
flooding on and around
Long Avenue?
A. Conway spokesper-

son Taylor Newell tackled
this question.
“While there may not be

immediate ways for the
City of Conway to "fix"
flooding on and around
Long Avenue, we have
taken some major steps in
mitigating flooding in that
area for the future. 
“Hundreds of trees were

planted this year in the
City of Conway - including
trees that soak up large
amounts of water along
Crabtree Swamp. The City
of Conway has also partic-
ipated in several river and
swamp community
cleanup events to remove
trash and debris in areas
that will allow water to
flow more freely.
“The City of Conway

also continues its FEMA
buyout program. Through
that program, the City has
bought dozens of homes
that have flooded year
after year. Those homes
have been torn down to
make room for water to
flow more freely should
we have another rain
event that brings cata-
strophic flooding to our
area. We're also looking at
ways we could further use

YOU ASKED, A2

Senior independent living facilty proposed for Wild Wing
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

A senior independent liv-
ing facility appears headed
for Wild Wing after Conway
City Council gave the plan
for 138 apartments its first
nod Monday night.
A city council committee

and the Conway Planning
Commission had already re-
viewed the plans, but both
groups chose not to make
recommendations about its
approval or denial.
The Conway council did

suggest lowering the devel-
opment from 80-feet to 60-
feet, and the plan, as of now,

calls for a 66-foot height re-
striction.
At Monday’s meeting,

Conway City Council gave
first reading to a request to
give the property an institu-
tional zoning designation,
but it did not deal with the
developer’s request to be re-
lieved of meeting the city’s
tree ordinance.
Conway property owner

Jimmy Jordan told the Con-
way Planning Commission
Thursday night that meeting
both the city’s tree require-
ments and the stormwater
requirements will be so ex-
pensive it could discourage
the project’s developers.

Jordan’s property has been
divided into five parcels to-
taling 49.5 acres, with a
Planned Development zon-
ing designation. Only one of
the parcels is expected to be
included in the independent
living project.
Jordan says an independ-

ent living project will be
much better for the Wild
Wing residents because its
residents won’t be noisy or
racing around the develop-
ment in their cars, the way
college students might.
He also doesn’t expect a

lot of visitors. The Wild Wing
residents agree with Jordan
that this is the best use of the

property. A group of resi-
dents has met with Jordan
and given their blessing to
the project on the condition
that he not put 20 possible
uses that they would rather
not have in the area on his
other parcels.
In December, City Admin-

istrator Adam Emrick ex-
plained to a city council
committee that independ-
ent living facilities have
more activities and ameni-
ties than assisted living facil-
ities that require more staff
and more oversight by the
S.C. Department of Health

From dropout to standout

(This story originally ap-
peared in North Greenville
University's magazine "1892."
Celeste Hawkins is the author.)
TIGERVILLE-Carl Dukes

quit school in ninth grade. So
you might not expect to learn
that he went on to become a
teacher, who also happens to
be working on his fourth de-
gree at the moment. 
And last fall, he was named

the winner of North

Greenville University’s 2018
Young Alumnus Award. 
Dukes grew up in the proj-

ects of Conway, he says. His
mother worked as a house-
keeper at a hotel 17 miles
away, right on the water in
Myrtle Beach. He remembers
his father, struggling with ad-
diction, was hardly in the pic-
ture. 
With Dukes on his own

most of the time, he racked
up a criminal record early on.
Because of the trouble he
caused in class, he was forced
to become a home¬bound
student. Eventually, he de-

COURTESY

From left, Carl Dukes was presented the Young Alumnus of
the Year Award in 2018 by NGU President Dr. Gene C. Fant Jr. CARL DUKES, A2

Utility offers to
take over
Conway water
service area
in The Forest
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Grand Strand Water and
Sewer Authority is willing to
provide water for thousands
of Carolina Forest residents
currently stuck paying higher
bills for Conway service, but
city leaders haven’t decided if
they will accept the utility's
offer.
The move would reduce

water rates by more than half
for people who live east of
Conway and yet pay for city
water.
“It seems to me that this is a

deal that would work for
everybody,” said State Rep.
Tim McGinnis, R-Carolina
Forest. “It would put these un-
incorporated communities on
parity with the other unincor-
porated areas in the Carolina
Forest [region]. I just hope
that the city can be in favor of
those residents.” 
The offer was made by

Grand Strand Water CEO Fred
Richardson last month when
he met with McGinnis, Con-
way Administrator Adam Em-
rick and Conway Mayor
Barbara Blain-Bellamy to dis-
cuss the city’s water rates. The
meeting followed McGinnis’
introduction of a bill that

WATER SERVICE, A2

WILD WING, A5

Former Conwayite

named University’s

top alumnus 
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