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CHAIRMAN ADMITS ETHICS 

VIOLATIONS, FINED A3 

BY KATIE POWELL 

KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
Horry County Schools will not 

require students or employees to 
wear face masks on school prop-
erty or on school buses this fall, 
according to the district.  

“Our masking protocols follow 

state law and are not subject to 
change,” district spokeswoman 
Lisa Bourcier said.  

On Monday, the American 
Academy of Pediatrics released a 
statement about school health 
and safety regarding masks, say-
ing that their recommendation 
was that everyone older than age 

2 should wear a mask in schools, 
regardless of vaccination status.  

The reason?  
A large portion of the nation’s 

students are not yet eligible for 
the vaccine, which is allowed to 
be given at age 12.  

“We need to prioritize getting 
children back into schools along-

side their friends and their teach-
ers — and we all play a role in 
making sure it happens safely,” 
said Dr. Sonja O’Leary, chair of 
the AAP Council on School 
Health, in the AAP statement. 
“The pandemic has taken a heart-
breaking toll on children, and it’s 
not just their education that has 

suffered but their mental, emo-
tional and physical health. Com-
bining layers of protection that 
include vaccinations, masking 
and clean hands hygiene will 
make in-person learning safe and 
possible for everyone.” 

 
MASKS, A2 

No masks required for Horry County students this fall 

BY IAN GUERIN 

IAN@IANGUERIN.COM 
 
Horry County Schools has 

been steadily increasing up-
front resources for its athlet-
ics programs. 

But not even coaching pay 
raises, adding a district-wide 
athletics director or upping 
the number of certified ath-
letics trainers compares to 
what may be the next move. 

While nothing formal has 
been approved, the district is 
moving forward with the 
necessary steps to install syn-
thetic turf on eight shared-
use athletics venues, possibly 
within the next three years. 
The entire project could cost 
more than $9.5 million for 
the installation at eight high 
schools. Like it did with its 
track upgrades, Horry Coun-
ty would utilize a multi-year 
window, with as many as four 
of them completed prior to 
the start of the fall of 2022. 

Bids have not been solicit-
ed, nor have any contracts 
been signed. However, the 
project appears more likely 
by the week. 

“I’m a natural grass guy, but 
there’s a need in Horry Coun-
ty for synthetic turf fields 
with the traffic they get,” dis-
trict athletics liaison Roger 
Dixon said Friday. “I’m more 
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TIME FOR TURF IN HORRY COUNTY?
School district proceeding with full-scale turf project at eight high schools

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
About 60 children participated in Myrtle Beach Track and Field Day at Doug Shaw Memorial Stadium in Myrtle Beach in 2018. The  boys and girls ages 6 to 12 were teamed with the 
Coastal Carolina University track team for an introduction to all the aspects of the sport, including stretching. Eight other Horry County high schools could soon get turf fields.

Public health officials recommend that everyone older than age 2 wear masks in schools

BY CHARLES D. PERRY AND  

CHRISTIAN BOSCHULT 

INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
  
An Horry County council-

man launched a campaign 
to change the way county 
council members are elect-
ed, but he faces a steep chal-
lenge to make his wish a re-
ality. 

Frustrated by his peers’ re-
cent support for a contro-
versial rezoning in his dis-

trict, North 
Strand 
councilman 
Harold Wor-
ley said he 
wants all 
council 
members to 
be elected 
county-
wide. He 

maintains this would make 
them more accountable to 
voters outside the commu-

nities they call home. 
“We would be more re-

sponsive to people in other 
districts if they had an op-
portunity to vote for us or 
against us,” Worley said. “It 
puts the power back in the 
hands of the voters.” 

Under Worley’s proposal, 
the county would still be di-
vided into 11 districts repre-
sented by council members 
who live in those communi-
ties. But rather than answer-

ing to the voters of a specific 
district, each council mem-
ber would be chosen by all 
of the county’s more than 
262,000 registered voters. 

That means Conway vot-
ers would get a say in Caroli-
na Forest’s representation 
and North Myrtle Beach vot-
ers could help decide Gar-
den City’s next council 
member. The council chair 
would still be elected coun-
tywide and could come 

from any district. 
“Instead of voters picking 

one council member, 
they’re going to choose 11, 
and the chairman [would 
be] 12,” Worley said. 

The process would be dif-
ferent from the at-large elec-
tions in the cities of Conway 
and Myrtle Beach, where 
council members can come 
from any neighborhood and 
each one represents the en-
tire city, not just a specific 

district. 
In fact, no large county in 

South Carolina utilizes an 
election process like the one 
Worley has proposed. Only 
Hampton and Jasper coun-
ties elect their council mem-
bers at-large, and those are 
smaller, rural communities. 

“It would be an interesting 
thing to do in such a large 
county, a populous county,” 
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Councilman faces uphill fight in effort to change county elections

Worley

North Strand leader wants all council members to face countywide races
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