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A panel of South Carolina
senators wants to see
changes in the state’s men-
tal health system after two
patients died while being
transported in an Horry
County Sheriff’s Office in
September.
During a hearing this

past week, the families of
the deceased argued that
the women, who were not
violent and did not pose a
threat to anyone, should
not have been treated as
criminals.
On Sept. 18, two deputies

were transporting 45-year-
old Wendy Newton of Shal-
lotte, N.C., and Nicolette
Green, a 43-year-old from
Myrtle Beach, when their
van was overtaken by
floodwaters in Marion
County. The deputies es-
caped the van, but the
women were trapped in-
side and drowned. 
The deputies, Stephen

Flood and Joshua Bishop,

were fired after sheriff’s of-
fice leaders determined
they had gone around a
barricade.
Flood made a “conscious

decision” to drive a deten-
tion center van into the
water, according to a disci-
plinary report from the

Horry County Sheriff’s Of-
fice. 
The report said Flood’s

supervisors provided him
with a safe route to trans-
port the patients, but he ig-
nored them. Bishop, who
was riding with Flood,
“failed to make a conscious

and conspicuous effort” to
stop him from taking the
van around the barricade,
records show. 
Officials cited the wreck

as the reason for their ter-
mination. 
Newton and Green were

being transported to sepa-

rate locations from Loris
Hospital, authorities have
said. The wreck happened
about a half-mile from the
Little Pee Dee River near
Nichols. 
S.C. Sen. Marlon Kimp-

son, D-Charleston, spoke
this past week at a hearing
of the Corrections and
Penology Special Subcom-
mittee on Mental Health
Initiatives, a state senate
subcommittee.
He said while the State

Law Enforcement Division
(SLED) and the Sheriff’s Of-
fice are conducting investi-
gations, “that is not
enough.”
Chief Mark Keel of SLED

said the agency will soon
turn over an investigative
report to 12th Circuit Solic-
itor Ed Clements, who will
decide if charges are levied
in the case.
Tommy Brittain, an attor-

ney representing Newton’s
family, testified that before
the incident Newton had
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Amid heated dispute, some Horry County Council members walk out
of meeting to stop peers from overturning controversial decision 

BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 

A group of Horry County
Council members walked out
of a meeting Tuesday night in
a defiant move that thwarted
another councilman’s effort to
reconsider a controversial re-
zoning request.
Minutes after council

members narrowly voted
against rezoning more than
860 acres for a subdivision of
nearly 1,500 homes, Council-

man Paul Prince made a mo-
tion to reconsider the vote.
Prince’s motion came after
scores of residents opposed to
the rezoning had cleared out
of council chambers.
Realizing what was hap-

pening, five council members
left the meeting, preventing
the panel from having the
quorum needed to legally
vote on Prince’s request.
Councilmen Harold Worley,
Johnny Vaught, Tyler Servant,
Dennis DiSabato and Danny

Hardee walked out. They were
the same ones who voted
against the rezoning. 
“This is bull,” Worley said.

“We need to get up and walk
out that door. … You don’t
have a quorum. You can’t do
this.”
The meeting finally re-

sumed when Horry County
Council Chairman Mark
Lazarus, who wasn’t present
for the rezoning vote because
he’d recused himself, came
back into the room and took

over the meeting. The mem-
bers who had walked out
joined him and Prince’s mo-
tion did not get a vote.  
Prince said he asked for the

reconsideration because he
was confused about the vote
he had just cast. He was with
the majority on a 6-5 decision
rejecting the rezoning re-
quest. Had Prince officially
changed his vote, the project
would have received the sec-
ond of the three supportive
votes needed to make the re-

zoning permanent.
The project has been de-

bated for months. The site sits
along Old Highway 90, which
connects with S.C. 90. The
county's planning staff and
the planning commission had
asked the council not to ap-
prove the rezoning because
the project conflicts with the
county's land use plan, which
calls for that area to remain
conservation land.
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VETERANS DAY SALUTE

The female members of Green Sea Floyds High School’s Army ROTC
snapped to attention when patriotic music was being performed at the
Veterans Day celebration at the historic Horry County Courthouse Satur-
day morning. ROTC groups from Green Sea Floyds, Conway High School

and Carolina Forest High School all marched in the parade that preceded
the festivities on the courthouse grounds. See more pictures on P. B1 and
at myhorrynews.com

Q. What are the salaries
for employees of the S.C. Ed-
ucation Lottery? 
A. Dolly Garfield, senior

legal services manager, pro-
vided the answers to your
questions.
In alphabetical order, the

employees who earn more
than $50,000 a year are: Holli
E. Armstrong, public rela-
tions coordinator, $66,540;
Daniel G. Beatty, chief com-
pliance officer, $104,117;
Joseph A. Boyle, chief finan-
cial officer, $143,263; Jorge L.
Bravo, director of informa-
tion technology, $125,000;
Teresa C. Brock, sales coordi-
nator, $51,408; Cynthia B.
Brown, director of licensing,
$107,000; Venise C. Brown,
marketing sales representa-
tive, $51,363; William H.
Brown, executive director,
$226,829; Monique J.
Burgess, marketing sales rep-
resentative, $55,928; James A.
Caldwell, marketing sales

State leaders call for reforms after deaths of mental health patients
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Two mental health patients died in an accident at this site in September.

Still time to
respond to
historical site
survey in
Horry County
BY ETTIE NEWLANDS
ETTIE.NEWLANDS@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

There’s still time to get
your opinions heard about
which historic sites in Horry
County are important, but
you need to hurry.
The Horry County Board

of Architectural Review and
Historic Preservation in-
tended an online survey to
run through September, but
Hurricane Florence ex-
tended it.
Officially, the 20-question

survey now ends tomorrow. 
But Lou Conklin, senior

planner with Horry County
Planning & Zoning Depart-
ment, and staff liaison for
the Board of Architectural
Review (BAR), said she won’t
actually look at the re-
sponses until the following
Monday morning. 
The survey’s results will be

discussed at the BAR’s Jan.
15 meeting. And, those re-
sults will be considered as
that board starts work on its
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