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COLUMBIA — Sidney Moorer will
remain in prison.

Despite insisting that he’d bettered
himself during his time in prison,
Moorer was denied parole at a Tues-
day hearing in Columbia.

A three-member panel of the S.C.
Board of Paroles and Pardons made
a swift unanimous vote to deny
bond for Moorer, who appeared be-
fore panelists via teleconference and
is charged with kidnapping and con-
spiracy to commit kidnapping in

connection with the disappearance
of Heather Elvis.

Moorer’s trial for kidnapping in
2016 ended in a mistrial when the
jury deadlocked, but he was found
guilty in 2017 of obstructing the po-
lice investigation and sentenced to
10 years in prison. He is currently in-
carcerated at Lee Correctional Insti-
tution in Bishopville. His wife,
Tammy Moorer, who was also
charged with kidnapping and con-
spiracy to kidnap in the Heather
Elvis case, was tried separately from
her husband. A jury found her guilty
at the conclusion of her October trial

and a judge sentenced her to 30
years in prison. The Moorers were
both initially charged with murder,
but those charges were later
dropped. 

Elvis has not been seen since De-
cember 2013. She was last heard
from in the early hours of Dec. 18,
2013. Her car was found at Peachtree
Boat Landing in the Socastee com-
munity, spawning numerous
searches for the 20-year-old.

Seated adjacent to two of his chil-
dren and mother-in-law, Sidney
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State board denies parole for Sidney Moorer
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Sidney Moorer (center) was denied parole at a Tuesday hearing in Columbia.
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The owner of River Oaks Golf
Plantation wants to convert nearly
60 acres of the course into a neigh-
borhood of single-family homes, ac-
cording to public records.

Horry County’s planning commis-
sion will consider a rezoning re-
quest for the 58-acre tract, part of
the nine-hole Bear section, when
the panel meets on Thursday, said
David Schwerd, the county’s interim
director of planning and zoning.
The commission will give a thumbs-
up or thumbs-down recommenda-
tion to county council, which has
the final say on whether the rezon-
ing is approved.

The project calls for adding 220
single-family lots on the property,
according to a document filed with
the county’s planning department.
The development would also have
sidewalks, a community garden and
open space.

The property already has a resi-
dential zoning, but the proposed
change would allow for smaller lots,
meaning more homes could be built
there.

River Oaks Golf Plantation owner seeks to convert part of course into neighborhood
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Conway’s Taylor Reaves circles the green in a round at River Oaks Golf Plantation on Monday, Oct. 8.
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John Sumter knew he was chosen
as a Jenkins Scholar. He also knew he
would participate in the “The G
Word,” a documentary about gifted-
ness in America,
But when the Ocean Bay Middle

School eighth grader went to Min-
nesota mid-November, he had no
idea he would also get a $2,400 schol-
arship to Purdue University’s GERI’s
Summer Residential Program.
Sumter’s father, Gregory, who

works in management at Starwood
Hotels & Resorts, and his stay-at-
home mother, Traci, who previously
worked as a video journalist at CNN
and as a general assignment reporter
at WBTW in Florence and in Myrtle
Beach, were with him.

The 13-year-old Arrowhead resi-
dent is no stranger to accolades and
awards.
He qualified for Mensa, an organi-

zation open only to people in the
upper 2 percent of the population,
when he was in the second grade.
He’s been in the Mensa honor society
since the fifth grade.
He was a state winner in the 555-

entry Middle/Elementary School
Academy of Science [MESAS] math
and science contest sponsored by the
South Carolina Academy of Science.
All of his classes are accelerated or

honors. He takes the highest levels
available, makes straight As, and con-
sistently scores in the 99th percentile
on standardized tests. 
He swims on the Carolina Forest

High School team and with a city
league.

He was in all-county chorus the last
two years, and is the first person from
his school to make all-state chorus. 
When he was 9 years old, he ap-

peared on “Child Genius,” a program
filmed in California and hosted by
former NASA astronaut Leland Mar-
tin.
Mondays he has piano lessons, and

Tuesday he swims. 
Before school on Wednesdays, he

has Student Council meetings, and
after school on Wednesdays he has
BETA Club. Thursday is swimming
again.
His parents describe him as well-

rounded, enjoying not only academ-
ics but music, athletics, and even
quiet time reading, with Edgar Allen
Poe being his favorite author.

See JENKINS SCHOLAR, Page A2

Ocean Bay Middle School student earns national accolades

SUBMITTED
John Sumter had no idea he would be a GERI scholarship award recipient. The
Sumter family was in Minnesota for the 13-year-old to be named a Jenkins
Scholar and to participate in a documentary about giftedness.
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