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Conway mayor tests positive for COVID-19
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

People who know Conway
Mayor Barbara Blain-Bellamy
are surprised that she’s been in-
fected with the virus and, so far,
because of the care she always
took about staying safe they
aren’t particularly worried about
themselves.
“None of us really has been in

that close contact with

her…She’s been extra careful
about social distancing and put-
ting on masks,” said Mayor Pro
Tem Shane Hubbard, who went
on to say that he doesn’t know
how she got it because she has
been one of the most careful
people he’s been around.
Council members were near

the Mayor at their June 1 council
meeting, that was the first time
council members had been near
each other since the COVID-19

scare began. Previous meetings
were held on Zoom with each
member at his or her own loca-
tion.
But June 1, the group met to-

gether at the city’s Public Safety
building. Although a few others
attended the meeting, most
people watched on YouTube.
At the June 1 meeting, each

council member sat alone at a
desk and, council members
point out, they were reasonably

far apart.
That won’t happen this com-

ing Monday when council
meets. Hubbard says they’ll go
back to their Zoom meetings
with members at different loca-
tions.
Although Blain-Bellamy has

told Hubbard she anticipates
feeling well enough to take part
in Monday’s meeting, she has
asked him, and he has agreed, to
conduct the meeting.

Council members and city
staff found out late Tuesday that
the Mayor and her husband had
been diagnosed with the coron-
avirus. Bobby Bellamy, who has
diabetes, was admitted to a hos-
pital and assigned to an isola-
tion unit.
Hubbard and Councilman

Justin Jordan both say that, be-
cause of the care council has

Mayor Barbara Blain-BellamyMAYOR, A2

Q. Can you tell us who
put up all the signs with
photos of the seniors all
around Conway? 
A. The 500-picture display

of seniors from four area
schools was a project of the
City of Conway whose offi-
cials planned and funded it. 
Conway Mayor Barbara

Blain-Bellamy says council
got onboard after Council-
woman Jean Timbes saw
this kind of project in an-
other town and suggested it
for Conway. The signs were
made quickly by A-1 Signs
and were put in place by her,
Timbes and Horry County
School Board Member Janet
Graham, D-7, and a bevy of
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Paula Edwards shows off her prizewinning catfish.
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Still running

S.C. Senator Luke Rankin is
pictured with his family on
election night after being
forced into a runoff
against challenger John
Gallman (below.) The
Rankin family includes, left
to right, Luke Rankin Jr.,
Hollings Rankin, Luke
Rankin and his wife Lind-
sey Bond Rankin. A runoff
will be held June 23. See
more about Tuesday’s re-
sults on A3.

Old Whittemore School

back on council’s agenda

Horry council
incumbents
sweep primaries
BY CHARLES D. PERRY 
CHARLES.PERRY@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Horry County Council
incumbents swept Tues-
day’s Republican Primary,
all but assuring there will
be just one new face on
council next year.
Council members Cam

Crawford, Dennis DiS-

abato, Danny Hardee and
Gary Loftus each defeated
primary challengers, ac-
cording to unofficial re-
sults. With no Democratic
opposition in November,
they are set to keep their
seats.
“We can keep on doing

what we’ve been doing,”

PRIMARIES, A10

BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Conway City Council is not
giving up on a suitable use for
the old Whittemore School
property on U.S. 378.
The city bought the property

from the school district several
years ago with the idea of ren-
ovating it into a community
center, but later decided that
transforming too much of the
building into a modern usable
structure isn’t feasible for the
city alone.
But at this past week’s city

council meeting, council
agreed to work with Liollio Ar-
chitecture, the Charleston
company Conway had already
hired to transform the build-
ing, to come up with a master
plan for the property to in-
clude affordable housing or
some type of veterans’ housing
and, perhaps, a community
center.
Information provided by the

city says the issue was first dis-
cussed at the annual budget
retreat in March when council
instructed city staff to look at
the option of partnering with a
group to build affordable
housing. 
Staff had spoken with Joey

Smoak chief executive officer
of  Eastern Carolina Housing
Organization (ECHO), a 13-
county private, nonprofit or-
ganization that receives grants
through groups including the
state housing authority, the
Veterans Administration,
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment and more. He said they
also like to partner with other
groups, and in this case that
would be the City of Conway,
whose representatives he says
have been wonderful to work
with.
Smoak says he’s visited the

site several times and believes
it is a good location for afford-
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Conwayite lands

50-pound catfish
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

“Git’im, git’im,” was the cry
that rang out from Paula Ed-
wards’ husband and friend as
they all realized what a big fish
she had hooked.
“It took about 20 minutes to

get him in,” the Conway High
School bus driver said of her
50-pound Trophy catfish.
“I was give out by the time I

got him,” she said.
Edwards has now received

an official parchment from S.C.
Governor Henry McMaster
heralding her huge accom-
plishment.

Although she is an avid fish-
erwoman, Edwards said the
largest fish she had caught be-
fore this weighed 32 pounds.
“I knew he was big,” she said

of her recent catch, “but I didn’t
really expect him to be any big-
ger than the one I caught be-
fore.”
But things changed when

she saw him roll on the water.
Her response was, “Oh, my

Lord, look how big he is…It
was just a whole motion of ex-
citement from all three of us
when we saw how big he was.
Edwards, her husband Rus-
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