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Conway teen advances on NBC singing competition
BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Conway's Cecily Henni-
gan is on Team Blake!
The 16-year-old audi-

tioned this past summer
and was featured Monday
night during the "blind au-
dition" portion of the NBC
singing competition, The

Voice.

One judge, country star
Blake Shelton, turned his
chair to choose her for his
team, as she sang Jewel’s hit
Foolish Games.

“At that point, I was so
physically exhausted,” Hen-
nigan said. “I just wanted to
connect with my audi-
ence…by the time I hit the
stage, I just decided to do

my best and go with it.”
She didn’t realize at first

that anyone had turned a
chair for her.
“I was facing the audi-

ence when it happened. I
didn’t realize it happened. I
remember seeing the audi-
ence jump up and I
thought, ‘Did I hit a good
note or something?’ Then I
turned around and saw him
and I grinned,” Hennigan
said. 
Last year, Hennigan

thought it would be fun to
sing the famous Todrick
Hall McDonald’s song on a
trip to the drive-thru with
her friends, and filmed it on
a whim. 
The clip went viral, and

the rest is history.
In the next few months,

she made an appearance on
The Steve Harvey Show, got
$25,000 extra toward her
education, got to meet Ce-
line Dion, and then be a
featured contestant on The

Voice. 

Hennigan said being on
Steve Harvey really helped
prepare her for the experi-
ence of seeing herself on
television. 
“Seeing everything put

together after all the long
days of filming and wait-
ing…I was excited to see it,”
Hennigan said. 
Hennigan said Shelton

was very encouraging,
telling her he was so excited
to work with her and great
things are coming. 

The Voice is a singing
competition in which con-

testants do a “blind audi-
tion” for four celebrity
judges who have their
backs to the contestants.
They are country artist
Blake Shelton, singer Kelly
Clarkson, singer John Leg-
end and Maroon 5 front-
man Adam Levine. If one
judge turns around during
the audition that means the
contestant is automatically
advancing to the next stage
of competition with that
judge as his or her coach. If
more than one person turns
his chair, the contestant
must choose his coach. The
competition continues with
singing “battles” against
other contestants and
celebrity musician guest

Local artist Tommy Simpson is
busy at work in Downtown Con-
way painting a mural on the
side of Rivertown Roasters so it
will be a focal point of the new
Kingston Park. The old Shoo-fly
train that once traversed Con-
way’s Main Street is featured in
the mural that Simpson hopes
to have ready by the end of
March or first of April. The
artist, with more than 20 years
of experience painting signs
and billboards, is the same
artist who helped restore the
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CHUGGING ALONG

Q. I have read that the S.C. Department of Transporta-
tion is planning to resurface Main Street. When will that
project happen?
A. There’s good news here, according to Horry County’s

SCDOT construction engineer Anna Barnhill.
The department hopes to resurface the road in two

phases: from the Main Street Memorial Bridge to Fifth Av-
enue and from Fifth Avenue to 16th Avenue.
Plans have the resurfacing from the bridge to Fifth Av-

enue beginning next week with all of the work being done
at night to avoid disturbing downtown traffic. That project
should go quickly, about one week, with about three days
devoted to milling and three to resurfacing.
The second section will take a little longer, beginning

about three weeks after the first section is complete, giving
crews time to finish the concrete work going on there now.
Because milling and paving can be loud and SCDOT of-

ficials don’t want to bother residents at night, that section
will be done during the day. One of the biggest issues here
will be making sure that people don’t leave their cars
parked along the road while work is underway.
A second issue is getting the concrete work completed

on that stretch of road.
She’d like to see that project complete by the end of May.
Barnhill also gave the Horry Independent an update on

the resurfacing of Fourth Avenue from Stalvey’s all the way
back to Food Lion. She’d like to see that done by the end of
April.
The resurfacing of Cultra Road will not start until the

bridge is complete or nearly complete, she said.

Hennigan

Conway's Will Smith pitches in the game with Carolina Forest Friday of this past week.
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Conway pitcher draws attention as
potential pro vs. CCU debate nears 
BY IAN GUERIN
IAN@IANGUERIN.COM 

The doorbell rang at the Smith
house, and a harmless prank was in
full motion.
Three boys had “kidnapped” the

family’s 7-year-old son, Will, tied him
up and left a note on the front door de-
manding three pieces of gum each for
his release. Will’s mom, Kayla, did the
math.
The captors had overshot their

mark.
“Kayla said for that price they could

keep him,” remembered Ashley Smith,
Will’s father.
The ransom was never paid, but it

set off a fortuitous path for the boy
who was six and seven years younger,
respectively, than his newfound bud-
dies. The three older boys -- Jordan
Gore, Grant Holmes and G.K. Young --
were poised to become three of the
biggest names to ever come out of the
Conway High baseball program.

SMITH, A9

County assistant

administrator

takes job with

S.C. Department

of Transportation 

HENNIGAN, A3

BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM 

Horry County Govern-
ment’s No. 2 official is
leaving his post for a job
with the S.C. Department
of Transportation (DOT).
Justin Powell, an assis-

tant county administrator,
will be the DOT’s deputy
secretary for finance and
administration. Powell
came to Horry in 2015
from Dorchester County,
where he was the chief fi-
nancial officer there.
"I'm excited about it,"

Powell said of his new po-
sition. "There are few jobs
where you can impact the
life of every South Car-
olinian." 
In a Tuesday memo an-

nouncing his hiring, DOT
Secretary of Transporta-
tion Christy Hall noted
that Powell helped im-
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