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Horry County school board 

member Holly Heniford resigned 
from office Monday, the same day 
North Myrtle Beach officials re-
leased video of her arrest on a DUI 
charge.  

Heniford, 55, was elected to the 
school board in 2014 and repre-

sented District 1, 
which includes Little 
River and North 
Myrtle Beach. 

“After much con-
templation and soul 
searching over the 
past week, I came to 
the conclusion that 

my resignation from the board 
was the proper action for me to 

take so that the important work of 
the Board members in providing 
excellent educational opportuni-
ties for our students will not be 
distracted from by my personal 
situation,” Heniford wrote in a let-
ter to school board chairman Ken 
Richardson. “My number one goal 
as a board member for District 
One has always been to put the 
needs of the children first. It is with 

this goal in mind that I believe my 
resignation is necessary at this 
time.” 

She declined to comment be-
yond the statements in the letter. 

Richardson had little to say 
about Heniford’s departure. 

“We appreciate the service Ms. 
Heniford has provided the stu-
dents of Horry County,” he said. 
“And we wish her the best in the 

future.” 
Heniford was arrested around 6 

p.m. Sept. 6 after police found her 
sitting in a silver Infiniti SUV that 
was stopped just off S.C. 31 in the 
middle of the exit ramp for Robert 
Edge Parkway. 

There were several vehicles 
parked on the shoulder of the road 
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The S.C. Department of 

Transportation is seeking near-
ly $9 million in federal money 
to raise the roadbed of U.S. 501 
near the Waccamaw River. 

DOT officials began  dis-
cussing  the idea  last year after 
Hurricane Florence’s flood 

threatened to cut off highway 
access to the Grand Strand. 
During the flood, parts of S.C. 
22, S.C. 9 and S.C. 905 were un-
derwater. DOT crews worked 
with the National Guard and 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers to build a temporary 
dam to keep U.S. 501 open. In 
May, the DOT submitted a 
grant application for elevating 

that road. 
“We thought it was the most 

critical lifeline,” said Leland 
Colvin, the DOT’s deputy sec-
retary for engineering. He 
noted the application was the 
only one the DOT made for 
this type of grant (related to 
Hurricane Florence).  

DOT officials said a decision 
about funding the $11.6 mil-

lion project will likely be made 
early next year. If approved, 75 
percent of the project would be 
covered by the federal govern-
ment and the remaining cost 
would be paid by the DOT.  

Most of the grant — about 
$9.6 million — would pay for 
the construction. The plan is to 
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In wake of DUI arrest, Heniford resigns from Horry County school board 

Heniford

DOT aims to raise U.S. 501
SCDOT pursuing federal money for raising U.S. 501; project would cost $11.6 million

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
Conway City Council members examine the temporary dam that SCDOT officials built to prevent the road from flooding in 2018. State officials are seeking 
federal grant money to raise the road two feet.

Carolina Forest student continues to excelHenry Hein 
stands with 
some of his 

many trophies 
and awards, 

including his 
most recent, 

commemorating 
third place in the 

national  
Trig-Star 

Competition. 
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When he started reading at 2-

years-old, Henry Hein’s parents sus-
pected he was a smart kid. 

When he’d read more than 330 ac-
celerated reading books in kinder-
garten at Myrtle Beach Primary 
School, they knew it. 

When he was 3-years-old, Hein 
started reading and writing in 
Burmese, and mastered Spanish at 
7-years-old. 

His recent third-place win in the 
national 2019 Trig-Star Competition 

and Scholarship Program makes 
him the first South Carolinian to 
place in this competition in 26 years. 

In addition to that national award, 
he placed first in the local and state 
competitions.  

The 15-year-old high school senior 
skipped fourth and seventh grades, 
and goes to the Scholars Academy, 
with CF his base high school. 

Hein lives in Covington Lake with 
his mother, Khin Sadar Yee, who 
practiced family health in her native 
Burma, and his father, Kyaw Hein, a 
hospitalist at McLeod Loris Seacoast. 

With enough college credits to 
graduate high school with an associ-

ate’s degree, he’s thinking about 
Clemson or USC where he’ll pursue 
a bio-chemical degree. 

With 10 physicians in his family, it’s 
no surprise that he plans to go into 
the medical field, possibly radiology. 

In addition to his parents, both pa-
ternal grandparents, two uncles, and 
four aunts are all physicians. 

“It’s not only part of my family, I’ve 
always had an interest in helping 
people to a better state of health,” he 
says.  

Hein’s awards, accomplishments 
and recognitions are myriad. 
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When Santee Cooper hauled the final loads 

of coal ash from the former Grainger plant in 
May, utility officials said the property would 
likely return to its original state — wetlands. 

But Conway leaders remain hopeful that 
the land, particularly the 12 acres facing U.S. 
501, can become something else. City offi-

cials have been seeking in-
vestors interested in redevelop-
ing the site. 

“Annexing the Grainger plant 
property and seeing it devel-
oped into something that pro-
motes the spirit and the char-
acter of Conway is perhaps our 
biggest dream,” Conway Mayor 
Barbara Blain-Bellamy said. 

“It’s not a dream that’s put aside. It’s one that 
now has to sort of take some of its own steps.” 

Santee Cooper officials said they would be 
willing to discuss any proposals the city has, 
but they have remained focused on complet-
ing the cleanup of the site. 

“We have talked with the city of Conway in 
the past and the offer is not off the table,” 
Santee Cooper spokeswoman Tracy Vreeland 
said. “We are focusing on the environmental 
piece for now.” 

The coal ash was a remnant of the former 
steam plant, which stood beside U.S. 501 
near Conway for 50 years. The plant closed in 
2012 and demolition crews razed the plant’s 
300-foot smokestacks in 2016.  

The site held two unlined lagoons that cov-
ered just over 80 acres. They were built to 
hold the residual coal ash from the plant. Al-
though Santee Cooper originally planned to 
leave the coal ash on the site, the Southern 
Environmental Law Center sued the utility 
over its pollution concerns and the sides 
reached a settlement in 2013 that required 
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Local  leaders  
still looking  
to redevelop 
Grainger plant site

Bellamy
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