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Most of Carolina Forest would
be represented by one Horry
County Council member if county
leaders approve the new voting
districts they will review next
week.
Adopting the districts — which

also apply to Horry County Board
of Education seats — requires
three council votes, though there
has been no public pushback
from county leaders over the new

borders. The first vote is sched-
uled for Tuesday night.
“Taking into account the enor-

mous population that has moved
into Horry County and the devel-
oping communities that have
changed over the last 10 years like
Carolina Forest and Highway 90
and the Burgess community,
we’ve been able to really consoli-
date these districts where they

have singular representation,”
said Horry County Councilman
Tyler Servant, who chaired the
committee that unanimously sup-
ported the revised map on Tues-
day. “Highway 90’s going to be
represented by two members now
and not a handful. Carolina Forest
will be represented by one singu-
lar member and not a handful.
And so I believe you’re going to be

able see better representation for
these communities of interest
across the county.” 
The county’s population grew

by more than 30% over the last
decade, according to the latest
U.S. Census data. Officials redraw
the voting districts after each Cen-
sus to account for population
changes. 
The process requires taking the

county’s population (351,029 peo-
ple) and dividing it by the number
of council/school board seats (11).
Officials then seek to draw dis-
tricts that each have about the
same number of people, ideally
within 2% of that target.
But there are multiple factors

that must be considered when
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COURTESY OF SOS CARE

Two campground projects planned for Conway area
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Horry County officials are
close to approving a rezon-
ing for one Conway area
campground and will soon
consider plans for another.
The projects would offer

different amenities: one
would provide RV lots while
the other would have cabins
and campsites.
Here’s a snapshot of each

project:

RV park on S.C. 544
Horry County Council last

week voted in favor of re-
zoning 17.5 acres on S.C. 544
near the Pace Circle inter-
section. The rezoning needs
one more vote to become
permanent.
The project, which would

consist of more than 100 RV
sites, is being approved with
the stipulation that a right
turn lane is added at the
campground’s entrance on

S.C. 544.
“Every councilman has at

their chair a drawing, a re-
vised drawing, of 544 and
the front of this property
showing a right turn lane in
as promised,” said Horry
County councilman Johnny
Vaught, whose district in-
cludes the site. “And so I feel
like we can go ahead and
approve this.”
Council members unani-

mously voted for the camp-
ground rezoning on Jan. 4.

The move was a stark con-
trast to the vote of the plan-
ning commission, which
had recommended that the
council deny the rezoning
request. Commissioners
worried that the traffic on
S.C. 544 would be snarled by
the addition of the RV park.
The S.C. Department of

Transportation has already
verbally agreed to allow the
proposed turn lane, said
David Schwerd, the chief
operating officer for Dia-

mond Shores, the firm seek-
ing the rezoning.
Rezoning the land to a

destination park designa-
tion would allow for the cre-
ation of 161 RV sites on the
property, though Schwerd
has said the number of sites
would likely be reduced be-
cause the landowner wants
to preserve oak trees there.
Based on his conversa-

tions with Diamond Shores,
Vaught has said the number
of RV sites would likely be

around 120.
A third and final vote on

the project is planned for
Jan. 18.

Campground south of
Conway
A second campground is

being planned for an 18-
acre tract along U.S. 701
South near the Moss Lane
intersection. 
The planning commission

CAMPGROUND, A2

County leaders set to vote on new council, school board districts
Carolina Forest would anchor District 3 under latest redistricting map

NEW DISTRICTS, A2

Oak Tree Farm to become a “community”
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Two new apartment
buildings plus a health and
wellness center will help
Conway’s Oak Tree Farm
mushroom into a commu-
nity of more than 50 men
and women.
Construction is expected

to start at the property off of

Medlen Parkway in the next
month or two and, hope-
fully, be complete within a
year.
SOS Care chief executive

officer Sarah Pope recently
announced plans for the
health and wellness center
that is set to include a
kitchen, computer lab, sen-
sory room, fitness and exer-
cise room, medical exam

room, classroom, game
room, offices, outdoor fit-
ness station, outdoor pool
and a generator.
“It’s got a lot of things in it

because obviously it’s going
to be sort of like the hub of
the community. It’s going to
be where the activities are
going to take place,” Pope
said.
It’s where people will

come in from outside of the
community to offer projects
and classes. They are al-
ready working on a partner-
ship with the Little River
Medical Care group for
mental health counseling, a
service that Pope said is
coming into more demand
from all communities, due
to the COVID virus.
The group has already

raised more than half a mil-
lion dollars toward the $1.3
million cost of the health
and wellness (community)
center.
“We don’t have all the

money, but we’re getting
close,” she said.
Members of the Oak Tree

Farm population have
autism and intellectual dis-
abilities and are carefully

selected to live at the farm
and are properly prepared
to live there.
Five men, who moved

into a transitional house
about one year ago, were
the first to call the Farm
home.
Pope hopes to also break

ground for the new apart-

OAK TREE FARM, A2

This is a drawing of a community building that will house many health and wellness fea-
tures for residents of Oak Tree Farm, located off Medlen Parkway in Conway. SOS Care offi-

cials hope to have a groundbreaking for this community center and two residential build-
ings, possibly as soon as February.

The heart of the community
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