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POSTAL PATRONNORTH MYRTLE BEACH 
POLICE OFFICER KILLED IN 

LINE OF DUTY, A5

BY ETTIE NEWLANDS 

ETTIE.NEWLANDS@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
In 1971, Dr. James Graham 

charged $5 for an office visit. 
If he saw a patient in the ER, 
the fee jumped to $7. 

And from the first visit to 
the follow-up after a baby 
was born, it was $150.  

An overnight visit at Ocean 
View Memorial Hospital in 
Myrtle Beach was $45. 

Today, at 82, Graham is the 
director of Coastal Recovery 
Center, a 501 C 3 not-for-
profit facility helping people 
with addiction. 

Graham considers it a min-

istry, and the fee is based on 
the individual or the family’s 
ability to pay. 

But between the time he 
graduated from college and 
medical school at Wake For-
est and now, Graham be-
came a flight surgeon and a 
fighter pilot in the Air Force, 
running a dispensary in 

Southeast Asia by day and 
being a combat pilot by 
night. 

He flew 70 combat mis-
sions, about 30 of which were 
over North Vietnam and the 
rest over Laos. 

In 1968 when he came to 
Myrtle Beach, he was as-
signed to the Myrtle Beach 

Air Force Base as chief of 
aerospace medicine and 
deputy hospital commander, 
over the pilots and their fam-
ilies. 

He was 28. 
In June 1971, Graham 

opened his family practice 
on the Grand Strand, and 
was one of only 18 doctors in 
the area.  

Graham remembers the 
dates and days of the week 
that important things hap-
pened – like the Wednesday 
afternoon he met his wife 
Annette. 
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Recovery doctor still working full time at 82 years old
Dr. James 

Graham is the 
director of 

Coastal 
Recovery 

Center, a 501 C 
3 not-for-

profit facility 
helping 

people with 
addiction. 
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“I don’t see retirement in the Bible, 

and I don’t see anyone running to  

take my place.” 

Dr. James Graham | Director, Coastal Recovery Center 

BY CHARLES D. PERRY  

CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
The city of Conway would not be 

allowed to charge Carolina Forest 
residents more for water service if 
a bill submitted by a state legisla-
tor becomes law. 

State Rep. Tim McGinnis, R-Car-
olina Forest, prefiled the bill last 
month. He submitted a similar 
proposal in 2019, but it never went 

anywhere. How-
ever, McGinnis is 
more optimistic 
about this bill, 
which also in-
cludes language 
that would give 
residents of unin-
corporated areas 
a say in water rate 
decisions. 

“This is a fairness issue,” McGin-

nis said. “There aren’t many black 
and white issues in the world, and 
to me this is a pretty black and 
white issue. You can’t charge 
somebody for an essential service 
more just because of a jurisdic-
tional line.” 

Under the McGinnis proposal, 
South Carolina cities would not be 
able to charge non-city residents 
higher rates for water service un-
less the cities could show a finan-

cial justification for that increase. 
The bill would also require cities 

to provide some type of represen-
tation for out-of-city customers in 
water rate decisions. That could 
mean a city would create a water 
commission that includes com-
missioners from the unincorpo-
rated areas. 

McGinnis acknowledged that 
the COVID-19 response, Santee 
Cooper issues and the budget will 

dominate discussions in Colum-
bia during the upcoming session, 
but he plans to make the water bill 
a priority. 

“I’m going to push this as aggres-
sively as possible,” he said.  

McGinnis took up the water fight 
after years of hearing complaints 
from residents in Waterford Plan-
tation and other nearby areas who 
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Lawmaker’s bill aimed at leveling water rates 
Some Carolina Forest residents pay double the rate of Conway customers 

McGinnis

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
Some residents of The Farm in Carolina Forest oppose a rezoning request that would help clear the way for Conway Medical Center to build a hospital near the community. The site is 
located off International Drive across from the Lewis Ocean Bay Heritage Preserve and beside a county-owned preserve.

CMC faces uphill challenge building hospital 

BY CHARLES D. PERRY 

CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
Conway Medical Center’s 

proposed Carolina Forest 
hospital continues to face 
opposition from state 
wildlife officials, and those 
objections have led some 
Horry County Council mem-
bers to withhold support for 
the project. 

CMC and state Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
officials discussed the 
healthcare provider’s plans 
for the $161 million hospital 
last month before the Christ-
mas holiday. CMC leaders 
had hoped to persuade DNR 
to change its stance, but 
DNR’s position remains the 
same: the state agency is ask-
ing county officials not to re-
zone property for a hospital 
that would be built near 
public land that is occasion-
ally burned for wildlife con-
trol. 

“SCDNR’s position regard-
ing the use of prescribed fire 
management on the Lewis 
Ocean Bay property has not 
changed,” DNR spokesman 
David Lucas said via email. 
“It is a requirement to main-
tain the sensitive habitats on 
the Lewis Ocean Bay Her-
itage Preserve and it is an  
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County leaders still wary of project’s impact on mitigation bank
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