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HCS superintendent gets raise, contract extension
BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Superintendent Rick Maxey re-
ceived the results of his yearly
evaluation from the Horry County
Board of Education on Monday,
and that included a raise of more
than $32,000.
“Dr. Maxey’s job performance is

highly effective,” School Board
Chairman Ken Richardson said.
“The district continues to perform

well and is headed
in the right direc-
tion…we thank
Dr. Maxey for his
leadership.”
The board voted

unanimously to
move Maxey’s
salary from
$227,304 to
$260,000 per year.
They also boosted his monthly au-
tomobile allowance to $1,000 per

month and raised the district con-
tribution to his annuity to 15 per-
cent.
His contract will also be ex-

tended an additional year through
June 30, 2025.
Vice Chairman Neil James said

he wanted to assure his con-
stituents that this decision was
data-driven.
“Compared to other districts

across the state, these [increases]
are certainly justified,” James said.

District 4 Board Member David
Cox encouraged people to check
the salaries of superintendents in
other districts, as well as those of
other CEOs in the county.
“These numbers are fair and

these numbers are just,” Cox said.
“Dr. Maxey’s job is hard and it is
stressful.”
Cox mentioned a Lowcountry

superintendent who makes
$210,000 per year and has only a
master’s degree, and another Up-

state superintendent whose salary
comes in at approximately
$185,000 per year.
“Times have been hard the last

two or three years, and I really ap-
preciate the superintendent and
how his staff has come together to
protect our students,” said District
6 Board Member Helen Smith,
noting how Maxey has handled
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Maxey
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‘SHE WAS A STATESWOMAN’
Friends,

family

remember

Lois Eargle
BY HANNAH OSKIN AND
CHARLES D. PERRY
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

The room focused on the
little woman in the blue-
green dress.
She blew kisses. She

dipped in for hugs. She
pointed to folks in the crowd
with wide smiles of recogni-
tion. For more than half a
century, Lois Eargle had
known how to work a room,
and her last Horry County
Council meeting as auditor
on June 15 was no different.
With her retirement ap-

proaching, the council
chairman presented her a
resolution outlining her ac-
complishments: four-term
state representative for Dis-
trict 105, county auditor for
nearly 30 years, highway
commissioner, Horry
County Republican Party
chairwoman. The list was so
long it had to be condensed.
Before she left the podium,
Eargle received an AmericanCHARLES PERRY / THE HORRY INDEPENDENT

Horry County's longtime auditor Lois Eargle was recognized for her service to the county during a council meeting earlier this year. She died Sunday. EARGLE, A3

Bucksport Thanksgiving Day parade to be

rolling out at 11 a.m. Thanksgiving morning
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Dorothy Sherman isn’t a
quitter. When she takes on a
project she sticks with it.
She’s proven that by the 46

years she’s coordinated the
Bucksport Thanksgiving Day
parade, and she’s not about
to stop now.
Actually, they did miss one

year during those 46. That
was 2020 when the COVID-
19 pandemic was just start-
ing and they didn’t want to
speed up the spread of the
virus.
But they’re back this year

and they’ll be rolling out
from the James Frazier Com-
munity Center at 11 a.m.
sharp on Thanksgiving
morning.
The parade will return to

the center around 1 p.m.
when the crowd will be
treated to a pig pickin’ that’s

always sponsored by McK-
iever Funeral Home with
Shorty Davis as the chef. 
This year’s parade should

be another big hit with the
Conway High School band
and ROTC unit, a veterans
float, a senior citizens float
(at least seven total floats ex-
pected this past week), Girl
Scouts, daycare center kids
and a special grand marshal.
In the past, the group has

typically asked an Horry
County councilman to lead
the parade, but this year
they’ve turned to the leader
of Bucksport’s Progressive

Association, Kevin Mishoe.
“He’s doing big things

down here,” Sherman said.
Although Sherman, her

husband Lee and lots of oth-
ers work hard on the parade,
she gives top billing to the
Lord.
“This is my ministry,” she

said. “This is what God gave
me and I spread it to the
community for my help.”
Sherman said the parade

has drawn as many as 1,300
people with some of them
coming from as far away as
New York, Florida and Con-
necticut.

The idea for the parade
came 46 years ago when Mrs.
Sherman and her sister, Bren-
zell Hunt, were pondering the
upcoming Thanksgiving. She
said they were wondering
what else they might do on
their holiday other than just
sitting and waiting for their
Thanksgiving meal.
According to Sherman, the

Lord gave them the idea of a
parade and they went to
work immediately contacting
people they thought might
help. Although the parade
went on, Mrs. Sherman’s sis-
ter wasn’t there. She and her
husband were transferred
out of the country by the U.S.
military.
Money is always a need for

the parade, especially since
organizers learned that they
can order floats instead of
making them.

“This is my ministry. This is what God

gave me and I spread it to the

community for my help.”

Dorothy Sherman
Bucksport resident

BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

They’re the ultimate odd
couple. 
One is northern; one is

southern. One is an adult; one
is a teen. One is white and the
other is Black. One is a cop;
and the other, at one point,
displayed some troubling be-
havior.
But now Cpl. Bryan Ricci

and Conway High School sen-
ior Isaiah “Izzy” Graham have
a mutual admiration society
going on.
Recently, there was lots of

laughter when the two fellows
reviewed their relationship
and how their lives have been
changed.
“Our relationship did not

start out the best,” Ricci said,
with Izzy agreeing, “No, it
didn’t.”
Ricci first met Izzy when he

served briefly as the school re-
source officer (SRO) at Whitte-
more Park Middle School
where Izzy was a student.
Ricci and Izzy moved the

next year to Conway High
School where they have been
for almost four years.
Ricci said he repeatedly

tried to build a relationship
with Izzy, who was having no
part of him.
Ricci quotes Izzy as brush-

ing him off with, “I don’t want
to be around you.”
“I still wouldn’t leave him

alone, but I think he realized
that I wasn’t going anywhere,
that he might as well say hi to
me,” Ricci said.
Now Izzy refers to Ricci as

“Pops” and with guidance
from Ricci has totally changed
his behavior. He actually has a
plan and goals for his life.

The ultimate odd couple:
student, CHS police officer
forge lasting friendship
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