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Tonya Lowe can finally
tell her daughter Lydia
what she’s going to be
when she grows up.
It was about seven years

ago, when Lydia started
kindergarten, that she
asked her stay-at-home
Mom, “What are you
going to do, now that
you’ve grown up?”
Lowe didn’t have an

answer, but she had a
dream. 
Today, she has the

answer. And, the dream
has become reality.
The Loris-born wife and

mother has come a long
way since recording her
handwritten stories in
spiral-bound notebooks
when she was a kid.
She’s recently signed a

three-book deal with
Tyndale House, which will
add the trio to her

already-published 11.
And there are four more

works in progress.
Lowe and her husband

Bernie, who works at the
North Myrtle Beach
Sports Complex, have a
son, Nathan, who’s a sen-
ior at the Academy for
Arts, Science and
Technology. Their 12-
year-old daughter Lydia
goes to Loris Middle
School.
Lowe says she was “a

closet writer” when she
was a kid, and when she
read the Sweet Valley High
series for pre-teen girls,
she started wondering if
she could write novels
too.
Lowe’s mother, who’d

always encouraged her to
write, was diagnosed with
cancer in the winter of
2011, and everything else
was put on hold while
Lowe and her husband
took care of her mother.
“When I had a mind

break, I’d read,” Lowe
says, “Because that took
my mind away from her
hurting so much.
“But, there were those

days when I couldn’t read,
and that’s when I’d write.”
Lowe shared snippets of

her writing with her
mother who asked her to
promise to continue.
Lowe’s mother passed

away in September 2013,
and every word Lowe has
written has been because
of her mother’s encour-
agement.
She self-published her

first several books, all
under the name T.I. Lowe,
and was stunned when
her first book, “Lulu’s
Café,” was No. 1 in
women’s Christian fiction
on Amazon.
She hadn’t even told

anyone she’d gone
through the self-publish-
ing process, but says
when that happened, “It
was like a dam broke.”

Lowe continued writing,
continued self-publish-
ing, and in 2014, started
looking for an agent to
help her.
Danielle Egan-Miller at

Browne & Miller Literary
Associates took Lowe on,
and with Egan-Miller’s
encouragement, Lowe
submitted her work to
Tyndale.
The experience is new

for the publishing house
as well as for Lowe.
Tyndale has never

worked with a self-pub-
lished author before, and
Lowe has not had a book
published by a major
publishing house.
But, Tyndale has not

only re-issued Lowe’s first
book, “Lulu’s Café,” but
they’ve got a signed con-
tract from Lowe for the
three-book series, The
Carolina Coast Series.
“I’ve waited for this my
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High 59, partly sunny
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Low 49, mostly cloudy
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| OUTSIDE | | HAPPENINGS |

Cane Branch Baptist pres-
ents Christmas Cantata
Cane Branch Baptist Church,
760 Cane Branch Rd., Loris
will present their Christmas
Cantata Sunday, Dec. 23, at 6
p.m.

Come join a group of friends
on a Holiday Trip to New
York City, ‘The Big Apple”.
Incredible price of $595 for
six days and five nights, Dec.
6-11. Contact Alvin Jackson
to make your reservations at
843-902-3366.

A five day, four night trip for
a Holy Land USA experience
to Orlando and Cocoa Beach,
Florida will be Feb. 18-22,
2019 at a cost of $475. Call
Alvin Jackson at 843-902-
3366. Visit grouptrips.com
(password – CherryHill) for a
listing of trips.

The Cedar Branch
Community Center presents
a trip to the Ark Encounter
located in Kentucky (Noah’s
Ark reconstructed) May 13-
18, 2019. The trip is six days,

five nights and cost is $585.
To make arrangements call
Linda Hemingway at 843-
455-7242.

Dogwood Hill Baptist Church
Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion
Rd., Loris, has a food pantry
the third Saturday of each
month from 8 a.m. until 10
a.m. This institution is an
equal opportunity provider.

Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad Street,
Loris, has a Blessing Box,

located on the Broad St.
side, which contains non-per-
ishable food items.
Individuals in need are
encouraged to come to the
box; likewise, individuals
wishing to donate items are
encouraged to place them in
the box. There is no need to
contact the church office.

The Master's Table has its
monthly food giveaway
every fourth Saturday of
each month from 8 a.m. until
noon. Must present proper

ID and is an equal opportu-
nity provider. The store is
open Tuesday through
Saturday 9 a.m. – 4 p.m. Any
group that would like to
help with the pass out, call
Barry Long at 843-902-9078.
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Loris woman signs 3-book deal with Tyndale

Tonya Lowe
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Green Sea Floyds wins the school's first state championship. Green Sea Floyds defeated Lamar 26-20 at Benedict College in Columbia. See section B
for more Trojan coverage.

CONGRATULATIONS TROJANS!
Feds, local police

announce major

drug bust

involving Horry

County gang
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

A team of local, state
and federal authorities
on Thursday of this past
week announced they
had broken up a local
gang and indicted 27
people on drug charges.
All but three of the

Horry County suspects
were arrested
Wednesday in a sting
that involved 125 law
enforcement officers
from 12 agencies, offi-
cials said. Authorities
said the individuals
charged are connected
to a gang called G-
Shine, a Bloods gang
that has roots going
back to the late 1990s.
The group originated in
the New York/New
Jersey area and gradual-
ly spread south along
the East Coast to the
Carolinas. Although the
suspects are charged
with drug offenses,
authorities said the
gang’s crimes range
from shootings to mur-
der.
“There is a serious

violent crime problem
in this community,”
said Sherri Lydon, the
U.S. attorney for South
Carolina, who led a
news conference at the
Horry County Police
Department. “And there
is a serious opioid
problem in this com-
munity. And there are
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