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Dianne Hardwick sorts cowboy hats at Wild West of Myrtle Beach's Loris warehouse on Monday.

'Anything for the cowboy': Incentives help

western wear retailer expand in Loris
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

In some ways, John Travolta
spurred Rick Worley to success.
Long before Worley opened

Wild West of Myrtle Beach, Inc.,
he ran Worley’s Department
Store in downtown Tabor City,
N.C. His store didn’t even sell
western wear until after the
movie “Urban Cowboy” was re-
leased in 1980, starring a youth-
ful Travolta.
“When ‘Urban Cowboy’ came

out, people started coming in
wanting to know, ‘Do you have
any western wear?’” Worley said.

“So we ended up picking up
cowboy boots. [Then people
asked] ‘Well, you’ve got the
boots. Do you have the shirts?’
So we ended up picking up the
shirts. Then we went to the sec-
ond floor of that store and
opened up a western store.”
The Worley family’s western

apparel business gradually ex-
panded over the decades, and
Wild West now includes two re-
tail stores and recently added a
50,000-square-foot distribution
center in Loris. State and local
officials announced that the
company would be hiring 40
workers over the next five years

as part of the expansion of Wild
West’s ecommerce division.
“It’s interesting to see how it

all evolved,” said Austin Worley,
Rick Worley’s son and business
partner. “There was no master
plan. We just kind of went with
whatever was working.”
And boots, brims and blue

jeans always worked for the
Worleys.
After opening the Tabor City

western wear business, Rick
Worley started buying out the
inventory of other similar com-
panies in the region. In the early
1990s, he was purchasing the
stock of a store in Conway when

the outgoing owner mentioned
that the landlord would be will-
ing to rent to him if he wanted
to stick around.
Soon, the 2,000-square-foot

Conway store was busier than
the 12,000-square-foot Tabor
City operation. Folks liked that
they could buy their shirts and
boots from a local guy who was-
n't part of a corporate chain.
So Rick Worley told his wife

that they needed to build a nicer
place in Conway and it should
be on U.S. 501. In 1996, they
opened Wild West just past the

No masks required
for Horry County
students this fall
BY KATIE POWELL
KATIE.POWELL@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Horry County Schools will
not require students or em-
ployees to wear face masks
on school property or on
school buses this fall, ac-
cording to the district. 
“Our masking protocols

follow state law and are not
subject to change,” district
spokeswoman Lisa Bourcier
said. 
On Monday, the Ameri-

can Academy of Pediatrics
released a statement re-
garding school health and
safety regarding masks, say-

ing that their recommenda-
tion was that everyone
older than age 2 should
wear a mask in schools, re-
gardless of vaccination sta-
tus. 
The reason? A large por-

tion of the nation’s students
are not yet eligible for the
vaccine, which is allowed to
be given at age 12. 
“We need to prioritize

getting children back into
schools alongside their
friends and their teachers
— and we all play a role in
making sure it happens

CCU President,
Conway Mayor don’t
want fence in the
middle of S.C. 544 
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Conway Mayor Barbara Blain-
Bellamy and Coastal
Carolina University
President Michael T.
Benson agree on one
thing; they don’t
think a fence in the
middle of S.C. 544 is
a good idea.
The S.C. Depart-

ment of Transporta-
tion, looking for an
idea to keep students
who must cross S.C. 544 safe, are
calling for a concrete median with
rounded curbs with a fence in the
middle that they hope will force
students to go to a marked
crossover to get from one side to
the other of the busy road.
The group set a community

meeting to discuss the idea, but
canceled the meeting after receiv-

Students at Conway Elementary wore their masks and stuck to social distancing as they waited to enter the school build-
ing on the first day of school on Sept. 8, 2020.
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Benson

City employees
may get $1,500
bonuses due to
COVID pandemic
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Conway City employees, all of them,
are about to get a nice bonus, thanks
to a federal government bailout plan
passed in response to the COVID pan-
demic and expenditures caused by the
virus.
City Administrator Adam Emrick

told Conway City Council at a work-
shop meeting Monday night that,
among a number of projects around
town, that city staff recommended a 3
percent bonus for each employee, but
Conway Mayor Barbara Blain-Bellamy
wanted every employee to receive the
same amount, which will be $1,500.
The money will come from $4.365

million that the city has been allo-
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