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POSTAL PATRONSCHOOL DISTRICT HALTS  

FOOTBALL WORKOUTS OVER 

COVID-19 CONCERNS, A8 

BY CHRISTIAN BOSCHULT  

CHRISTIAN.BOSCHULT@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
North Myrtle Beach City 

Council on Tuesday passed an 
ordinance mandating that resi-
dents wear masks in all retail-
ers, including grocery stores, 
home improvement stores, 

pharmacies, and personal serv-
ices businesses such as hair and 
nail salons, barbershops and 
tattoo parlors. 

The ordinance, which is the 
first of its kind in Horry County, 
became effective at noon 
Thursday and lasts for 60 days. 
Myrtle Beach officials were 

scheduled to vote on a mask 
mandate after press deadlines.  

North Myrtle Beach joins a 
growing list of municipalities 
around the state who have en-
acted similar ordinances, in-
cluding Charleston and Hilton 
Head, after Gov. Henry McMas-
ter declined to enact a 

statewide mask mandate.  
State and federal health offi-

cials encourage the use of 
masks in addition to social dis-
tancing and avoiding large pub-
lic gatherings to slow the spread 
of COVID-19. The ZIP code  

 
MANDATORY MASKS, A2 

BY VIRAJ NAIK AND IAN LIVINGSTON BROOKING 

INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 

A Coastal Carolina University student 
faced a backlash from fellow students and 
university officials this week for a series of 
social media posts, including racist and 
homophobic remarks and one video that 
referenced bringing a high-powered rifle 
to class. 

Michael Loyd, who recently completed 
his freshman year at Coastal, said that de-
spite what was shared, he is not a racist, 
does not hate gay people and does not 
plan to carry out any violence. 

“I’m sorry that people took it this way,” 
he said. “I didn’t intend for it to offend any-
one or to be read by that many people.” 

Loyd, who studies sociology, posted 
tweets and videos that were widely shared 
online via screenshots and screen record-
ings, though at least one post sharing 
some of the screen captures and record-
ings had been deleted as of Tuesday after-
noon. Loyd’s posts included the state-
ment, “Gay people aren’t people.” 

His online comments drew condemna-
tion from university leaders. 

“First, I unequivocally acknowledge 
these posts to be racist and homophobic 
in nature,” Coastal President David De-
Cenzo said in a statement sent to students 
and faculty Sunday night. “These words 
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Traffic and access remain Horry 

County planning officials’ top con-
cerns about the redevelopment of 
the Myrtle Beach Speedway site. 

Last week, the county’s planning 
commission discussed a requested 
rezoning for the nearly 46-acre 
property. Proposed uses for the 
land include a hotel, townhouses, 

medical offices, senior living space 
and warehouse storage. Retail or 
office space could also be on the 
site. 

But access to the Speedway 
comes only from Hospitality Lane, 
a frontage road near the intersec-
tion of U.S. 501 and S.C. 31. 

“Say they closed it down today 
and wanted to redevelop it as 
mostly commercial,” said David 
Schwerd, the county’s director of 
planning and zoning. “We would 
still have the same issue with traf-
fic, which is how do we get them in 
and out of that single point of ac-

cess?” 
County officials are exploring 

possible infrastructure improve-
ments for the area, which will be 
impacted when Postal Way is ex-
tended. Hospitality Lane has a sin-
gle connection with Waccamaw 
Pines Drive, and that road will be-

come part of the Postal Way exten-
sion.  

“You will see an existing road 
construction project that should 
be coming through here and 
bringing a significant amount 
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North Myrtle Beach makes masks mandatory

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
Denise Branch, a registered nurse with United Healthcare, is in favor of the mask mandate the North Myrtle Beach City Council passed this week. 

Monica Rosenberg 
fills a cart with 

fireworks at 
Phantom Fireworks 

outside of Myrtle 
Beach last Friday. 

The Conway 
resident said she’s 

planning to light up 
the night for the 

July 4 holiday.  
 

JANET MORGAN 
JANET.MORGAN@ 

MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Sales booming early for  
Strand fireworks stores

Traffic, access main concerns for Speedway redevelopment
County officials exploring possible infrastructure improvements for area

CCU student faces 
backlash over 
controversial 
social media posts

BY ETTIE NEWLANDS AND CHARLES D. PERRY 

INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM  
 
Monica Rosenberg has two 

criteria for her Fourth of July 
fireworks: they must be grand 
enough to satisfy her lifelong 
fascination with the sparking 
essentials, but not so big that 
her husband will worry about 

setting fire to the woods be-
hind their Conway home. 

“I’m a pyromaniac,” she 
said Friday afternoon as she 
packed her cart at Phantom 
Fireworks near Myrtle Beach. 
“I love the lights. I love the 
noise. … I’ve always loved 
fireworks. Always. My thing.”  

With public displays of fire-

works canceled in many com-
munities because of COVID-
19 concerns, local fireworks 
stores are seeing an increase 
in their typical sales. 

“We’re not used to having 
this kind of volume[ so early],” 
said Michelle Turner, a  
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“These words create a hostile 

environment for our students 

and are in direct conflict with 

the values of this university.” 

David DeCenzo 

CCU president

City’s response to COVID-19 spike took effect Thursday
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