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Shorty’s and Loris.
When most people think

of one, they usually think of
the other. Over the decades,
the two words have become
almost synonymous.
Shorty’s Grill is not only a

landmark, it is a part of the
history of Loris.
This year, the Conner

family -- Shorty, Betty, Nick
and Jennifer --  is celebrat-
ing 40 years of owning and
operating the business
located in the heart of
downtown Loris.
Betty Conner said she

and her husband rented the
building in 1979 and
bought it in 1980 and
changed the name from
Loris Lunch and Pool Room
to Shorty’s Grill.
“Shorty worked there a

long time before we ever
started renting it,” she said.
Everyday except Sunday,

from 5 a.m. – 10 p.m. -- din-
ers can enjoy a big selection
of mouth-watering food.
While hamburgers and hot
dogs are what Shorty’s is
most famously known for,
the menu is much bigger.
In the morning’s you will

see customers enjoying
plates of eggs, grits, bacon,
sausage, and maybe even
French toast. And not just
in the mornings. Breakfast
is served all day.
The rest of the day’s

menu is full of even more
terrific choices. Everything
from BLTs to barbecue to
subs to salads. And, each
day there is always a great
special.
And, Shorty’s is also

famous for its hand-cut
French fries.  
And it’s not just the deli-

cious food that has kept the
doors open and the seats
filled all these years. It is
also the good times and
companionship.
Patsy Lewis said she has

been dining at Shorty’s

since 1991. Her friend,
Virginia Hedges, has been a
customer since 1995.
“It’s the people and the

food. They are the best,”
Lewis said. She said they
are at Shorty’s sometimes
six days each week.
Betty Conner was asked

why she feels her restaurant

has withstood the test of
time for four decades.
“I think it is because we

have been there as long as
we have, and people got
used to coming there. Other
people bring other people
and it is like a chain reac-
tion,” she responded.
Nell Cox says she has

been eating at Shorty’s for
three decades. She is joined
each Friday by friends
Melba Johnson and Katrina
Watson.
“It is our favorite place to

go,” Cox said. “Usually,
there are six or seven of us.”
Johnson said she loves

going on Fridays because

that is usually lima beans
day. When asked how long
she has been a Shorty’s cus-
tomer, Johnson said she
does not remember the
restaurant not being a part
of her life.
Another thing that sets
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Weather
High 90, mostly sunny

WEDNESDAY NIGHT

Low 72, mostly cloudy

THURSDAY

High 92, mostly sunny
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High 94, mostly sunny
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Address Service Requested

The Loris Area Lions Club
meets the first and third
Tuesday evenings of each
month from 7-8 p.m. at Dale’s
Seafood, 100 South US
Highway 701 Bypass, Tabor
City, N.C. For additional infor-
mation on our meetings and
or the Lions Club’s organiza-
tion, call Lion Jim Murph at
756-7900.

The Loris Civitan Club, an all
volunteer service organization
organized in 1938 where men
and women have an organ-

ized way of approaching com-
munity problems through
service and fund raising activi-
ties, meets at 7 p.m. on the
second and fourth Tuesday
evenings of each month
(except December) at
Backyard BBQ, 5107 Main St.,
Loris. For additional informa-
tion call Charles Webster at
756-4300.

The Master's Table has its
monthly food giveaway every
fourth Saturday of each
month from 8 a.m. until noon.

Must present proper ID and is
an equal opportunity
provider. Thanks to all who
help with our pass out. The
store is open Tuesday through
Saturday 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has a
Blessing Box available each
Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.
This box contains nonperish-
able food items and individu-
als in need are encouraged to
come to the box. It will locat-
ed inside the church.

Dogwood Hill Baptist Church
Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion Rd.,
Loris, has a food pantry the
third Saturday of each month
from 8 a.m. until 10 a.m.This
institution is an equal oppor-
tunity provider.
Salem Baptist Church, 4008
Salem Road in Aynor, has a
Food Bank on the second and
fourth Wednesday of each
month from 9 a.m.-noon. The
mission: “We serve Christ
when we serve people.”

Salem Baptist Church, 4008

Salem Road in Aynor, has a
Food Bank on the second and
fourth Wednesday of each
month from 9 a.m.-noon. The
mission: “We serve Christ
when we serve people.”

Loris City Council hires
interim administrator
BY SCOTT HARPER
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Just barely over one month after
Damion Kempski resigned as Loris
city administrator, a new person is
about to take over that position, at
least temporarily.
On Monday

night, Loris City
Council unani-
mously agreed to
hire Dennis
Drozdak as inter-
im city adminis-
trator. He begins
his new job
Monday.
He is working

as a contract
employee, not an
employee of the city. His salary has
not yet been finalized but Mayor
Todd Harrelson said it is budgeted.
Drozdak has been living in

Blythewood, S.C., but before that he
spent 13 years as city clerk and then
administrator of the Town of Lyman
which is in Spartanburg County. He
retired in 2015.
He was enjoying his retired life

until his wife, Jean, passed away in
March.
After the vote to hire him, Drozdak

addressed city council and said he is

ready to help the city work through
some of the issues it faces.
One of his first tasks will be to get

the city’s audits up-to-date.
“I have already reviewed the audit

and next week I will be working with
City Clerk Kenya Wright and then I
have something I will present to you
that will give you a better idea of
where the City of Loris stands finan-
cially,” 69-year-old Drozdak told
council.
He said he also has ideas about

redirecting some money to recreation
and police community projects.
Drozdak described himself as a

“workaholic” who will be on the job
10 hours or more each day Monday –
Thursday.
When asked if he would like the job

permanently, Drozdak said “I don’t
think so.”
“I just want to get things going for

the next person. I am a fix-it man.
The Town of Lyman had some of the
same situations when I took it over,”
he said.
Harrelson said he recommended

Drozdak after talking with leaders of
the South Carolina Municipal
Association as well as with Larry
Chappell, the mayor of that town.
“They would really love to have

him back in Lyman because he did
such a good job,” Harrelson said. 

Forty years later, Shorty's is more popular than ever

SCOTT HARPER / FOR THE LORIS SCENE

Shorty, Betty, Nick, Jennifer, Gage and Landon of Shorty’s Grill are happy to be a big part of the Loris community for 40 years.

SHORTY’S, A2

Drozdak

Chicken bog every day starts Monday 
BY SCOTT HARPER
INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Loris is known for many
great things, one of them is
the great chicken, rice and
sausage recipe known as bog.
It is the only town in the

world that has an annual fes-
tival dedicated to the deli-
cious meal. However, on most
days finding chicken bog in
restaurants has been hard to
find.
That is about to change

because, starting Monday, five
Loris businesses will be par-
ticipating in “Boggin’
Everyday,” an idea first talked
about back in March during a
Chamber of Commerce lunch.
Jack Murphy, owner of

WLSC radio, said Loris is the
chicken bog capital of the
world, but then asked, “where
do I get chicken bog for
lunch?”

He said there should be a
place that provides the dish
for people who visit to be
able to order and taste the
cuisine.  
During Monday night’s

Loris City Council meeting,
Samantha Norris, executive
director of the Loris Chamber
of Commerce, announced
people will be able to pur-
chase chicken bog at five

locations beginning Monday.
“People come into the

Chamber and ask where they
can get chicken bog and I
thought it was crazy you can-
not get bog in this town,” she
said.
So, she contacted five busi-

nesses that will each be serv-
ing the dish one day each
week.
The schedule is as follows:
n Monday - Loris IGA

n Tuesday - Tammy's
Backyard BBQ
nWednesday - Backstreet

Cafe
n Thursday - Shorty's Grill
n Friday - Tia's Caribbean

Taste
Norris said a billboard will

be erected announcing the
program and it will last for at
least three months.
The annual Loris Bog Off

Festival takes place Oct. 19. 
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