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 Binoculars aimed at the trees, Arthur Weeks 
scoured Lake Busbee Tuesday afternoon looking 
for birds. 

The Coastal Carolina University biology major 
is taking an ornithology class, and when he 
searched for the best places for birding in the 
area, he wound up at the swamp that was once 
part of Santee Cooper’s Grainger Steam Plant. 
Weeks is also an avid kayaker, and so Conway 
leaders’ recent discussions about acquiring Bus-
bee and the former ash ponds across U.S. 501 for 

recreational projects, including a kayak launch, 
sounded intriguing. 

“That would be something I would be inter-
ested in,” said Weeks, who is originally from Char-
lotte, North Carolina. “I like breathing in fresh air, 
being on the water, feeling wind, hearing nature 
around me, seeing birds. It makes me feel very 
peaceful.” 

City officials outlined their vision for the Bus-
bee property last week during Conway City Coun-
cil’s budget retreat in Aiken. City Administrator 
Adam Emrick described a potential partnership 
with Santee Cooper, the state-run utility that  
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Conway leaders push for paid parking

BY HANNAH STRONG OSKIN 
HANNAH.OSKIN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 

As Conway leaders move toward a deci-
sion to bring back paid parking downtown, 
business owners have expressed mixed feel-
ings about the potential change. 

Conway staff and council discussed the 
possibility of installing meters for on-street 
parking during the city’s budget retreat in 
Aiken last week. City staff proposed spend-
ing $250,000 on 500 meters. 

“Our opinion as store owners is to not 
even consider parking meters for the simple 
reason that you’re running off customers,” 
said Tracy Pickens, owner of Haberdashery. 
Pickens said some customers may spend 
two to three hours being fitted in his store. 

The Haberdashery has been on Fourth Av-
enue for 17 years, and Pickens said there has 
never been a parking problem in Conway. 

“There’s a walking problem,” he said. “We 
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Proposal calls for meters downtown
Parking on Main Street in 
Conway is limited to two 
hours. City officials are 
considering a proposal to 
bring paid parking to 
downtown.
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Priscilla Fuller watched the smoke drift 
from Whittemore Elementary School. 

She remembers when this was the only 
school for Black children in her community. 
Fuller graduated from the brick and stone 
building in 1965. Her six sisters and brother 
also learned there. Here, children wrapped 
the maypole, the teachers knew their fami-

lies, and there was a sense of unity and se-
curity that stood out in a segregated world. 

“It’s a part of history — a vital part of his-
tory — for the community, for the town,” 
Fuller said Tuesday morning, standing on 
Horry Street as fire crews worked the smol-
dering scene. “It’s a fixture in the commu-
nity. The community remembers the good 
times here.” 

What will remain of the tangible connec-
tion to those memories remains unclear. 

The Conway Fire Department was dis-
patched to the former school at 12:45 a.m. 
Tuesday. But because of the building’s di-
lapidated state, firefighters could not safely 
access certain parts of the school, city offi-
cials said. The roof collapsed on one sec-
tion, and crews pulled walls down to try to 
get to the fire. By the time workers left the 
scene, the left side of the building was rub-
ble. 

Authorities have not determined the 

exact cause of the blaze, though the Con-
way Police Department requested the assis-
tance of the State Law Enforcement 
Division Arson Unit, SLED spokeswoman 
Renee Wunderlich confirmed. She declined 
to provide further details, citing the ongo-
ing investigation. 

Conway spokeswoman June Wood said 
that because of the scale of the damage and 
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‘It’s a fixture in the community’

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Officials work the fire scene at the old Whittemore Elementary building on Tuesday. The State Law Enforcement Division’s arson team is investigating the blaze.

City discussing demolition of historic Black school after fire 

Smokestacks to kayaks? Conway eyes former plant site for recreation hub

Lake Busbee in 
Conway is owned 

by Santee Cooper. 
Here, on Tuesday, a 

duck swims.
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