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Preliminary designs should 

soon be available for the two Car-
olina Forest elementary schools 
expected to be under construc-
tion by next year. 

“We hope to be shovel ready by 
January 2024, opening in 2025,” 
said Horry County Schools Direc-
tor of Planning Joe Burch. 

Horry County Board of Educa-
tion members decided Monday 
night to defer voting on the avail-
able schematic designs from 
SMHa Architects due to ques-

tions surrounding the placement 
of playgrounds. Designers were 
asked to go back and move the 
playgrounds but some members 
didn’t want to vote until they saw 
the final product. 

“As a board, for us to vote on 
something unseen I think that’s 
asking a bit much in my opinion,” 
said District 11 member Shanda 
Allen. 

District 5’s Howard Barnard 
agreed, saying he’d rather wait 
the two weeks until the next 
meeting to vote on the design. 

The board approved SMHa to 
provide design services back in 

September and finalized their 
contract in October. 

A design committee was 
formed with district staffers from 
various departments, including 
learning services, facilities, main-
tenance, transportation, arts, 
media and library sciences, stu-
dent services and technology. 
The group met four times to work 
on the floor and site plans. 

Vice chairman Neil James re-
minded the board that they will 
be proposing two designs – one 
for 900 students and one for 
1,200. Burch said that if the 
smaller square footage is chosen, 

it will not be a problem to change 
it later. 

“We’ve designed that with that 
in mind,” Burch said. “One sec-
tion doesn’t get constructed if 
you go with the 900 version. It 
can easily be added on later down 
the road. All the core spaces you 
need will be there on site.” 

The district purchased two sites 
last year for the Carolina Forest 
locations: one is about 35 acres 
near the intersection of Ronald 
McNair Boulevard and Christa 
McAuliffe Street, and the other is 
a 21-acre property at the corner 
of Stafford Drive and Carolina 

Forest Boulevard. 
 

In other board news: 
HCS Superintendent Rick 

Maxey congratulated the top five 
educators in the running for the 
Teacher of the Year honor, which 
will be awarded at a special cere-
mony in May. The top five teach-
ers are Brennan Allen of Carolina 
Forest High School, Emma Lyn 
Cain of Pee Dee Elementary, 
James Ryan Carter of Scholars 
Academy, Meredith Chandler of 
North Myrtle Beach High School 
and Suzanne Troiani of Socastee 
High.  

HCS to soon move forward with new Carolina Forest school designs
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Binoculars aimed at the trees, 

Arthur Weeks scoured Lake Busbee 
Tuesday afternoon looking for 
birds. 

The Coastal Carolina University 
biology major is taking an ornithol-
ogy class, and when he searched for 
the best places for birding in the 
area, he wound up at the swamp 
that was once part of Santee Coop-
er’s Grainger Steam Plant. Weeks is 
also an avid kayaker, and so Con-
way leaders’ recent discussions 
about acquiring Busbee and the for-
mer ash ponds across U.S. 501 for 
recreational projects, including a 
kayak launch, sounded intriguing. 

“That would be something I 
would be interested in,” said Weeks, 
who is originally from Charlotte, 
North Carolina. “I like breathing in 
fresh air, being on the water, feeling 
wind, hearing nature around me, 
seeing birds. It makes me feel very 
peaceful.” 

City officials outlined their vision 
for the Busbee property last week 
during Conway City Council’s budg-
et retreat in Aiken. City Administra-
tor Adam Emrick described a po-
tential partnership with Santee 
Cooper, the state-run utility that 
owns the 380-acre site. He said the 
city is seeking three parcels from 
Santee Cooper, including Busbee.  

Emrick said one ash pond site 
could be redeveloped with a beach 
for kayaking, stand-up paddle 
boarding and an inland marina 
with 100 boat slips. 

“We think it needs to be an  
 

LAKE BUSBEE, A2 

ANOTHER MARINA FOR THE RIVER CITY?
Conway leaders considering recreation projects for former plant site

JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
Lake Busbee in Conway is owned by Santee Cooper. Here, on March 7, a duck swims.
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A Carolina Forest property own-

ers association reached a new 
agreement with utility Santee 
Cooper this week that POA leaders 
say will save the community at 
least $60,000 — and potentially 
hundreds of thousands — on 
street lights in the coming years. 

For four years, the leaders of 
Plantation Lakes have sought to 
reduce the costs of the outdoor 
lighting in their neighborhood. 
The result of those efforts culmi-
nated Monday when both parties 
signed a new agreement at the 
community’s clubhouse. 

“Today marks a significant mile-
stone in our community’s 4-year 
quest to achieve a more equitable 

lease arrangement with Santee 
Cooper for our outdoor lighting 
system,” Plantation Lakes POA 
President Bob Sweet said in a pre-
pared statement. “We and Santee 
Cooper are signing a document 
today that commits us to a new 
leasing agreement that will save 
Plantation Lakes between $60,000 
and $340,000.” 

Plantation Lakes is one of more 

than 500 residential communities 
that participate in Santee Cooper’s 
outdoor lighting program. 

The HOAs pay for the street 
lights through lease agreements 
with the utility. For example, Plan-
tation Lakes has traditionally paid 
more than $8,500 per month for its 
200-plus lights and power. Resi-
dents have long insisted they’ve 
paid for the infrastructure multi-

ple times over. 
Since the POA’s leaders began 

asking the utility for a better rate, 
both parties looked for potential 
solutions.  

They discussed the possibility of 
the HOA purchasing the lights 
from Santee Cooper in 2019, but 
the utility told the residents that  

STREET LIGHTS, A3 

Carolina Forest neighborhood inks deal with Santee Cooper to lower street light costs

mailto:katie.powell@myhorrynews.com
mailto:info@myhorrynews.com
mailto:charles.perry@myhorrynews.com
http://myhorrynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=2bba2c9d-8cfd-51f4-90dc-7651e9e82c95
http://myhorrynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A5&uuid=2bba2c9d-8cfd-51f4-90dc-7651e9e82c95
http://myhorrynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A8&uuid=2bba2c9d-8cfd-51f4-90dc-7651e9e82c95
http://myhorrynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=2bba2c9d-8cfd-51f4-90dc-7651e9e82c95
http://myhorrynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A3&uuid=2bba2c9d-8cfd-51f4-90dc-7651e9e82c95

