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County gets first estimates on Busbee Bypass cost
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Constructing the Busbee
Bypass would cost between
$172 and $228.5 million, ac-
cording to the latest esti-
mates from Horry County
Government.
Designed to connect S.C.

544 with U.S. 701 South in
Conway, the proposed road
and bridge project would
provide another route over
the Waccamaw River. The

road’s proponents have not
identified a funding source
for the project, but they
plan to present the latest es-
timates to the Horry County
Legislative Delegation.
“We’ve got to have some

help from the state, what-
ever we do,” said Horry
County Councilman Johnny
Vaught, one of the project’s
proponents. “With all the
flooding…all of the paraly-
sis actually that it will pre-
vent — it’s a very

worthwhile project.”
The idea for the bypass

emerged from the flooding
of Hurricane Florence in
2018. During that disaster,
state and federal officials
built emergency dams along
U.S. 501 near the Wacca-
maw River to keep water off
the highway. Flooding cut
off other major routes, in-
cluding S.C. 9, S.C. 905 and
S.C. 22. Supporters also
maintain the project would
relieve some of the traffic

congestion on U.S. 501.
Conway City Administra-

tor Adam Emrick said the
traffic woes during Florence
highlighted the area’s infra-
structure needs.
“There’s no question,” he

said. “We need another way
over the Waccamaw River.”
In the aftermath of Hurri-

cane Florence, state and
local leaders began discus-
sions about raising the
roadbed of U.S. 501 near the
river. The state Department

of Transportation (DOT)
even sought federal funding
for an $11.6 million project
that would have raised the
road by two feet. The fund-
ing would have also paid for
studies looking at the bene-
fits of placing culverts be-
neath the road to allow
floodwater to move through
the area more easily.
But that grant application

— the only one the DOT
submitted for that type of
funding — proved unsuc-

cessful, said Leland Colvin,
the DOT’s deputy secretary
for engineering.
So rather than address

U.S. 501 with one large proj-
ect, he said the DOT plans
to make a series of smaller
improvements, known as
“hardening infrastructure,”
to make the area more flood
resilient. 
For example, he said

when that section of U.S.
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Members of a local Boy Scout and Cub Scout troop joined together
Friday to learn the proper way to respect the American flag and to
retire a flag when it’s worn and tattered. Pictured here are, bot-

tom, Michael Hughes drops his flag into the fire; and above,
Samuel Clarke, Casey Burns and Royce Endicott do their part to
show honor to the flag.

Scouts remember how flag should
be honored when worn and tattered
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Boy Scout Troop 828 and
Cub Scout Pack 824 joined to-
gether Thursday of this past
week to remember just what
the United States flag stands
for and how it should be hon-
ored when it becomes worn or
tattered.

Nine flags that had been do-
nated were dropped into a fire
and burned with the grom-
mets that survived being given
to any of the boys who wanted
to remember the ceremony
held at Conway’s National
Guard Armory.
Scoutmaster Kenneth

McIver thought the Armory
was a suitable place for the

flag retirement ceremony, due
to its connection with the
country’s heritage. Two
guardsmen joined the cere-
mony, standing at attention
and saluting as the flags were
solemnly dropped into the
fire.
“This is the only time the

flag is burned,” said J.D. Davis,
one of the troop’s leaders and

a former ROTC director at
Conway High School.
Davis also gave a history of

the flag telling the youngsters
that the flag is a symbol of this
country that reminds every-
one of their ancestors who
fought and died for the coun-
try.
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City Council
delays proposed
fee increases
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Money issues dominated Conway City
Council’s meeting Monday night with coun-
cil stepping back to look at phasing in some
fee increases after receiving requests from
the Conway Chamber of Commerce and let-
ters from at least three area business people
who think the fee increases are too much at
this time.
Conway Mayor Barbara Blain-Bellamy,

who participated in the Zoom meeting de-
spite having been stricken with COVID-19,
turned leadership of the meeting over to
Mayor Pro Tem Shane Hubbard. The Mayor
said she is interested in adding additional
fees for services, but agreed this might not
be the best time.
She and other members of council liked

the idea of increasing them over time to
make it easier for residents and businesses
to pay.
Conway Finance Director Allison Williams

said changing the budget would require a
special meeting before June 30 because the
new $48.1 million budget is set to go into ef-
fect July 1 with the start of a new fiscal year.
Councilman William Goldfinch pointed

out that the city’s stormwater fee has not in-
creased since 2006 and the solid waste fee
has increased only $1 since 2006, but he, too,
was sympathetic with people who are strug-
gling due to the coronavirus shutdowns.
Councilwoman Jean Timbes says that

when council put together the coming year’s
budget it was the first week in March and

BY KATHY ROPP
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A young Conway man charged with
killing a former Conway police officer was
denied bond this past week and will be
evaluated for his prosecution instead.
But Morgan Martin, the attorney repre-

senting 22-year-old Eric
Faulk says there are some
questions about the
strength of the State’s
case. Faulk is charged
with murder in connec-
tion with the death of 65-
year-old James Odell
Cochran, who retired
from the Conway Police
Department after 38
years of service.
Martin told Circuit Judge Steven H. John

that Faulk does not have a history of vio-
lent crime and that he was living with his
mother when the crime occurred in
March. He said Faulk’s mother retained
him to represent her son and Faulk could

Faulk

Conwayite charged
with killing police
officer denied bond
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