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Horry projected to hit 115 COVID-19 cases by Wednesday
BY CHARLES D. PERRY AND  

CHRISTIAN BOSCHULT 

INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
State officials project 

Horry County will see 115 
positive cases of COVID-19 
by Wednesday while the 
state could have 1,700 cases 
by that date, according to 
estimates obtained by my-
horrynews.com. 

Those projections were 
provided to local officials 
this week by the S.C. Emer-
gency Management Divi-
sion. The estimates are 
based on the first two weeks 
of COVID-19 impacts in 
South Carolina and could 
change, according to those 
records. As of press dead-
lines Wednesday, there had 
been 342 cases statewide, 

including 19 in Horry Coun-
ty. State officials also con-
firmed Tuesday that an eld-
erly person with no underly-

ing health conditions was 
the first Horry County resi-
dent with confirmed 
COVID-19 to die. 

“We’re trying to avoid 
spreading this virus, making 
it even more dangerous 
than it is,” Horry County 
Council Chairman Johnny 
Gardner said. “But we’re get-
ting the things done that we 
need to get done.” 

As part of the effort to slow 
the spread of the coron-
avirus and the disease it 
causes (COVID-19), Gov. 

Henry McMaster has closed 
schools through April and 
shut down dine-in service at 
bars and restaurants. He has 
also instructed law enforce-
ment to disperse groups of 
three or more people. 

County officials have 
closed public buildings and 
encouraged residents to do 
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‘It’s almost like a green fog of recession’

“We’re trying to avoid spreading this virus, 

making it even more dangerous than it is.” 

Johnny Gardner 
Horry County Council chairman

Jobs lost, businesses close as crisis batters tourism economy
BY JANET MORGAN, VIRAJ NAIK AND  

CHARLES D. PERRY 

INFO@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 
Teetering on the edge of 

the busiest time of year at 
the beach, some are predict-
ing a washout while others 
are hoping to stay afloat by 
changing the perception. 

For 74 years, the Gay Dol-

phin has been a Myrtle 
Beach staple. Even when the 
original store was wiped out 
by Hurricane Hazel in 1954, 
the owners rebuilt the place. 
But earlier this week, the 
landmark’s doors were shut-
tered in the wake of the 
coronavirus pandemic.  

Unlike a storm, the re-
building doesn’t begin the 

next day because there’s no 
sign when the worst will be 
over. 

“It is a much more difficult 
thing for me to understand,” 
said Buz Plyler, whose fami-
ly built the business. “The 
economics don’t look realis-
tic. It looks like that there’s 
the potential for an interna-
tional financial collapse of 

mammoth proportions.” 
He and general manager 

Michelle Kerscher are wor-
ried about the 45 people 
who work there. They are 
folks like Cora Grice, a 58-
year-old whose blue hair 
matches her uniform. Grice 
has worked for the Gay Dol-
phin for a year, though she’s 
spent decades in the 

tourism industry. She nor-
mally rides the bus from 
Plantersville in rural 
Georgetown County to the 
Ocean Boulevard gift shop. 
As she disinfected handrails 
last week, Grice said she’s 
grateful for the way her 
bosses are approaching the 
crisis and she’s trying to re-
main hopeful. 

“I just keep my trust in 
God and people,” she said. 

For her bosses, the fear is 
what they don’t know. Will 
there be more closures or 
curfews? How much of a 
normal spring will they 
have, let alone a summer — 
the lifeblood for retail shops 
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JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

A woman stands on the balcony of the Yachtsman Tuesday night. Her room is surrounded by others without lights and pulled curtains. Many hotels on Myrtle Beach's Ocean Boulevard have vacancy signs flashing.

Hugging ban, taking temperatures and drive-thru viewing: Funeral homes respond to pandemic
BY ETTIE NEWLANDS 

ETTIE.NEWLANDS@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
 

The coronavirus has not 
only affected how people 
live, but even how they 
they’re honored after they 
die. 

Grand Strand funeral 
homes are taking a wide 
range of precautions. Some 
are postponing funerals. 
Others are putting masks on 
the faces of the deceased or 

taking the temperatures of 
visitors. One even offers a 
“drive-thru viewing.” 

“The community as a 
whole is looking for us to 
have solutions,” said 
Goldfinch Funeral Services 
owner Meghan Goldfinch-
Hayden, adding that she is 
focused on holding services 
that are both meaningful 
and safe.  

One way Goldfinch is 
doing that is offering private 

video streaming for families. 
“We don’t do public 

streaming, but the family 
will receive a link they can 

send out,” she said. “If we 
get a call, we can refer the 
caller to that family mem-
ber.” 

Goldfinch has six loca-
tions throughout the area. 
The funeral home is practic-
ing social distancing, keep-
ing sanitizers throughout 
their buildings for staff and 
visitors to use, and thor-
oughly sanitizing and re-
sanitizing buildings every 
four hours. 

The families Goldfinch 
has served since the out-
break of the coronavirus 
have been “extremely un-
derstanding,” Goldfinch-
Hayden said. 

“The family needs to be 
served and the funeral 
needs to happen in the best 
way we can let that happen 
so that families can go on 
with their grieving process,” 
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“Even with a hurricane, that passes and 

we can go back to normal. But that’s not so 

this time because nobody knows what’s 

going to happen.” 

Marvin Latimer 
Owner, Latimer’s Funeral Home
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