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Whenever Loris City Council
meets again, one thing they will
decide is whether to install secu-
rity cameras in areas where
events are routinely held.
During a virtual meeting of the

city’s Public Safety Committee
Monday, one of the big topics
was the possible purchase of
cameras that will be aimed at
areas where the annual Loris Bog
Off is held.
Loris Police Lt. Larry Williams

said the city has been working
with Myrtle Beach
Communications to purchase a
package of six cameras. The ini-
tial cost was estimated at $50,000
but Williams said through negoti-
ations that price has been low-
ered.
Williams said the need for a

security camera system came to
light during the 2019 Bog Off. He
said there was an incident where
a “grown man beat a grown
woman” and it took more than
three hours for officers to locate
the suspect.
He said if the security cameras

would have been in place, they
could have found him much
faster.
Williams said the money can

come from the city’s hospitality
tax funds but Loris City
Councilman Carroll Padgett Jr.

said he is unsure using those
funds in that manner is legal.
He said the law specifies six

uses for hospitality funds and
cameras are not on that list. He
suggests the city get an opinion
from a circuit court judge on the
legality of using hospitality funds
for cameras.
Williams said she was told by

Loris City Administrator Dennis
Drozdak cameras can be pur-
chased from that fund.
Padgett also expressed his con-

cern about a possible invasion of

privacy issues because the cam-
eras will likely be recording 24-
hours a day.
He said there is a possibility a

“bad egg” officer could use the
cameras for reasons not
approved.
Williams said the cameras will

be aimed at public areas and not
towards residential neighbor-
hoods. He also noted people can-
not expect privacy when they are
in public.
He noted the City of Myrtle

Beach has more than 800 cam-

eras that are continuously
recording.
Williams said if people knew

the cameras were in place, they
may be more apt to visit Loris
because they would feel more
secure.
If hospitality funds are not

used for the purchase, Williams
said there is no money for them
in the police department budget.
It is unknown when Loris City

Council will meet again. Their
meetings in April and May were
canceled due to the coronavirus.
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| OUTSIDE | | HAPPENINGS |

Address Service Requested

Cherry Hill presents
Beautiful Maine tour for
seven days, six nights
(Sunday – Saturday) June
14-20. Includes motorcoach
transportation, six night
lodging including four con-
secutive nights in Maine, 10
meals: six breakfasts and
four dinners, guided tour of
Portland, Maine’s largest
city-by-the-sea, guided tour
of quaint Kennebunk and
Kennebunkport, tour of his-
toric Victoria Mansion, guid-
ed tour of Pineland Farms, a
picturesque working farm,

visit to Boothbay Railway
Village, including a vintage
train ride, and visit to the
Seashore Trolley Museum
and countryside trolley ride.
Departure: Cherry Hill
Baptist Church, 2020 Daisy
Road, Loris at 8 a.m. and
then City of Dillon Wellness
Center, 1647 Commerce
Drive, Dillon at 9:30 a.m.
Cost is $699.* $75 due upon
signing. *Price per person,
based on double occupancy.
Add $225 for single occu-
pancy. Final payment due
April 7. For more pictures,

video and information visit:
www.GroupTrips.com/Cherr
yHill. For more information
and reservations contact
Alvin Jackson at 843-902-
3366.

Loris First United Methodist
Church, 3507 Broad St., has
a Blessing Box available
each Friday, 4:30 p.m. – 6:30
p.m. This box contains non-
perishable food items and
individuals in need are
encouraged to come to the
box. It is located inside the
church.

Dogwood Hill Baptist Church
Food Pantry, 1040 Mt. Zion
Rd., Loris, has a food pantry
the third Saturday of each
month from 8 a.m. until 10
a.m. This institution is an
equal opportunity provider.

The Loris Civitan Club meets
at 7 p.m. on the second and
fourth Tuesday evenings of
each month (except
December) at Backyard BBQ,
5107 Main St., Loris. For
more information call
Charles Webster at 843-756-
4300. CANCELED.

The Loris Area Lions Club
meets the first and third
Tuesday evenings of each
month from 7-8 p.m. at
Dale’s Seafood. For more
information call Lion Jim
Murph at 756-7900.
CANCELED

BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Despite the COVID-19 pan-
demic, or perhaps due to it, the
inmate population at the J.
Reuben Long Detention Center
dropped this past week to its
lowest level since 2002.
After a circuit judge took 104

guilty pleas over closed circuit
this past week, the jail popula-
tion dipped to a little over 490,
far fewer than the 750 average
they usually have, according to
15th Circuit Solicitor Jimmy
Richardson.
He reasons that some magis-

trates may have lowered their
bonds to keep people out of jail,

or that the answer could be as
simple as fewer people being
arrested.
“I don’t think there’s nearly as

many arrests just by looking at
the jail intake,” he said, adding
that the daily intake normally
averages about 25 or 30, and
now it’s running about one-
third of that.
Chief Deputy Sheriff Tom

Fox, a past director at the
JRLDC and overseer of the jail
for the Horry County Sheriff’s
Office, said fewer arrests is not
an accident.
Fox says area sheriffs asked

local police chiefs to help them
hold down bookings.
Also, he said, “Well, crime is

really down. It really is because
people are not out…”
Almost as in a curfew situa-

tion, police stop people who are
driving around and remind
them that they really should be
at home.
They are also writing cour-

tesy summons for some inci-
dents that, in the past, might
have gotten them a trip to jail.
Charges of serious offenses

are still landing people in jail, he
said.
Fewer inmates is a good

thing for the jail workers
because, with concerns about
spreading the virus, intake at
the jail requires much more
time than usual.
Fox said early on they actual-

ly planned well for the virus
outbreak. They immediately
adopted all of the Centers for

Disease Control and Prevention
precautions.
The jail has medical staff

onsite day and night everyday.
When they see any symp-

toms of illness they deal with it
immediately.
And they were forced to deal

with one positive case. Fox said
an employee, who worked in
the jail’s laundry, tested positive
for the virus after having close
contact with a relative who test-
ed positive, so he, a co-worker
and all inmates who had con-
tact with them were isolated in
place. They checked all of their
temperatures twice a day for 14
days and nobody had any sign
of symptoms, so they went back

to work. 
The employee has recovered

fully with almost three weeks of
down time passed. No one else
at the jail has shown any signs
of the virus.
“That’s what we planned for.

We knew that either a staff
member or inmate would get it,
so that’s how we planned for it,”
Fox said.
Now everyone who comes

into the jail must have his or her
temperature checked and must
answer CDC screening ques-
tions. Anyone who answers
“yes” to any of the questions is
placed in a holding cell for

Jail population drops to lowest level since 2002
“I don’t think there’s nearly as many

arrests just by looking at the jail intake.”

Jimmy Richardson
15th Circuit Solicitor

JAIL, A3

Horry County officials could be forced to rewrite mining regs after federal court ruling 
BY CHARLES D. PERRY
CHARLES.PERRY@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 

Horry County Council could
be forced to rewrite the coun-
ty’s mining regulations after a
federal judge ruled in April that
a local ordinance is inconsis-
tent with state law. 
The county’s rules for mines

became the subject of contro-
versy in 2017 when a group of
residents in the Red Bluff area
objected to a proposed lime-
stone mine in their communi-
ty. Although the state
Department of Health and
Environmental Control
(DHEC) had issued a mining
permit for the site, county
council refused to provide a
local permit, citing the coun-
ty’s mining ordinance. Red
Bluff Rock, LLC, the company

behind the project, then sued
the county, alleging in court
documents that county coun-
cil’s decision cost the business
tens of millions of dollars. The
case was initially filed in state
court, but was later transferred
to the federal system. 
That led to an April 15 order

from U.S. District Judge Sherri
Lydon, who said the local per-
mitting process could not pre-
empt state law.
“After a thorough review of

the record, the Court finds that
DHEC possesses exclusive
authority over mine permit-
ting,” Lydon wrote, noting that
the county’s mine permit ordi-
nance conflicts with DHEC’s
authority and “is an impermis-
sible veto power over DHEC
decisions wielded by Horry
County Council.” 

County officials would not
say how they will respond to
the judge’s ruling. County

spokeswoman Kelly Moore
said the county typically does-
n't comment on pending liti-

gation, and council members
offered similar explanations. 
“Until they get it worked out,

they really don’t want it dis-
cussed,” said Horry County
Councilman Danny Hardee,
whose district includes the site
of the proposed mine.
Kerry Jardine, an attorney

representing the plaintiffs, also
declined to comment on the
case.
The Red Bluff mine proposal

drew opposition from neigh-
bors and conservationists. The
company behind the project
wanted to extract limestone,
sand and fill dirt from the site,
but residents worried about
the potential mining impacts
on wetlands and the nearby
Waccamaw River. Traffic and
noise were also concerns.
A community meeting was

even held at Pleasant Hill
Baptist Church for residents to
discuss the mine. 
The Rev. Mack Hutson, who

pastors Pleasant Hill Baptist,
said he was unaware of the
court’s ruling in the mine case.
He said he hadn’t heard any-
thing about the project since
the council voted against the
permit.
“We thought we were

through with that thing,” he
said.
Plans in the works for years
The property owner pur-

chased the nearly 54-acre site
in 2007 for just under $2.7 mil-
lion when the property’s zon-
ing was high bulk retail,
according to court records. At
that time, the company sus-
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Horry County Council could be forced to rewrite the
county’s mining regulations.
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Popular Galivants

Ferry Stump Meeting

postponed until fall
BY KATHY ROPP
KATHY.ROPP@MYHORRYNEWS.COM

Although there wasn’t any speeches,
chicken bog or music on the banks of the
Little Pee Dee River at Galivants Ferry May
3, a 144-year tradition isn’t in peril,
according to 20-year stump director Sally
Howard.
The ever-popular Galivants Ferry

Stump Meeting has been postponed until
the fall, not canceled, according to
Howard.
A new date has not been set.
Because the new date is months away,

the director doesn’t know which political
candidates might join the fall fun.
But, U.S. Rep. Jim Clyburn has been a

regular at the stump over the years, and
Howard had spoken this year to senatorial
candidate Jaime Harrison, who is running
against U.S. Senator Lindsey Graham.
Joe Biden, who hopes to be the

Democrat’s nominee for President has
attended the stump twice in the past and
served once as keynote speaker when he
was vice president.
Although the stump has traditionally

been held on a Monday at the Pee Dee
Farms Store, in 2018 organizers moved it
to a Saturday.
“It did not prove to bring out more peo-

ple than what a Monday has done for the

STUMP MEETING, A2

City looking to install more security cameras 
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City of Loris is deciding on installing security cameras where events are routinely held.
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