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Trinity United Methodist Pas-
tor Kim Strong drove his wife
Margo to McLeod Seacoast Hos-
pital Tuesday morning of this
past week after she complained
that she felt like she was about to
die. 
It was a good thing he did.

Strong said doctors found scar-
ring on her lungs, consistent with
COVID-19 - the cause of a world-
wide pandemic - as well as a
blood clot and sepsis. She was
isolated and put on oxygen.
“Another doctor told us the

blood clot and the sepsis was a
result of the COVID-19 as well,
but we don’t know because we
don’t have the test back,” Kim
Strong said Monday.
Doctors took a sample from

Margo the day she was taken to
the hospital. Strong said he was
told to expect the results by
Wednesday. That would mark
eight days since she was hospi-
talized, and about two weeks
since they both experienced flu-
like symptoms. He said the sam-
ple was sent to LabCorp’s
centralized diagnostic center in
Burlington, N.C.
“We still have not heard any-

thing back from the COVID-19
test, which is aggravating, but we
understand there are tens of
thousands of people being
tested,” Strong said. “They told
my wife today that they thought
actual testing kits, they may have
run out of them over the week-
end and they’re waiting to get the
next shipment in. It probably has
as much to do with the availabil-
ity of the kits as well as the high
demand for the tests.” 

Alicia Jones of Conway said her
3-year-old daughter Ellieana
began showing symptoms of
COVID-19 a week ago, when she
woke up with a, cough, a fever,
chills, body aches, sneezing and
a sore throat. Her 6-year-old sis-
ter had started showing some
symptoms a couple days before
that. 
Jones on Thursday had a tele-

health visit for Ellieana and her
sister with the Medical University
of South Carolina. The physician
referred Ellieana for testing, but
not her 6-year-old, she said.
Florence is one of three loca-

tions where MUSC collects sam-
ples. The other two are Lancaster
and West Ashley.
Ellieana gave a sample on

Monday, and Jones said it would
be four to eight days before she
got the results. 
“The test itself was fairly quick,

but brutal,” Jones said. “The
swab made the flu and strep test

look like a joke. They had to put
the swab in each nostril and hold
it there for five seconds. Holding
her in place was heartbreaking.
She ended up bursting tiny blood
vessels around her eyes and on
her cheeks that look like little red
freckles. Her eyes still look blood-
shot over an hour later.” 
Jones and her three daughters

are now in self-quarantine. 
“It’s been interesting to say the

least,” she said. “We have been
busy with art activities and
games. Eating lunch on our
screened porch for some fresh
air. Having a pizza party and just
trying to make the best of it.
Everyone is stir-crazy, I’ve put the
kiddos in the car just to take a
drive and get out of the house.” 
And of course, they’ve been

watching a lot more Netflix and
Disney Plus, and Jones has been
doing “some serious cleaning
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Fire destroys Joey’s Riverwalk Grille
Emergency personnel were called to a fire at a restaurant
in Conway Tuesday night. Fire crews responded to the
blaze at Joey’s Riverwalk Grille on Laurel Street, according
to Conway Fire Department officials. A photo posted on

the agency's Twitter account shows flames shooting
through the eatery's roof. No injuries have been reported,
officials said. Horry County Fire Rescue is assisting.
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S.C. Department of Natu-
ral Resources officers soon
won’t have to work out of
their vehicles, and Horryites
won’t have to drive to Flo-
rence or North Charleston
to get a sticker for their
boats because Conway is
about to have its DNR office
reopened.
The Conway office closed

in 2008 when the state had
some budgeting problems
and DNR was forced to do
some cutting.
S.C. Rep. Jeff Johnson, R-

58, said he was able to get
$297,501 as a recurring ap-
propriation for a new Con-
way office.
State officials took bids

for an office, but didn’t get
any that met their require-
ments, so the office was
rebid. Now Capt. Robert
McCullough, who oversees
the department’s media
and outreach, says if all
goes well the office will be
in place and ready to do
business by the summer.
“Everything’s kind of sit-

ting on G, waiting on O…”

he said.
The department plans to

have its staff trained and
ready to start work just as
soon as an office site is fi-
nalized. McCullough said
the office will have four new
staffers and one supervisor,
a seasoned DNR employee,
who is ready to step into his
new assignment. 
Johnson said there are a

lot of hunters, fishermen
and boaters in Horry
County, who have needed
the office during its 12-year
absence.
A big problem has been

securing stickers for boats.
Boat owners either had to
send to Columbia and wait
for a sticker that could take
as much as a month, or
drive to Florence or North
Charleston to get one.
During the hiatus be-

tween offices, wildlife

agents have been working
out of their cars when they
come to Conway, but now
they can use the office,
Johnson said.
Johnson said he’s excited

about the new office and
thinks it’s something that
Horry County with its large
population needs.
“Boating is very popular

along the waterway inlets
and rivers,” he said.
Matt Varnadore, conces-

sionaire for the Conway
Marina, is also excited
about the new office.
“I think it’s a great thing.

We have, in Horry County,
we have a very, very large
boating community,” he
said.
Varnadore also pointed to

the drive or wait to get a boat
registration. People either
had to mail their informa-
tion or Columbia and then

wait as much as a month to
get the needed documenta-
tion or drive to an office
where the necessary stickers
can be printed, he said.
He also likes the idea of

changing the duration of the
registrations from one to
three years.
During the years that the

Conway office has been
gone, he says he’s heard a lot
of grumbling about how
long it takes to get a sticker.
“If that’s what’s coming,

that’s awesome. That’s huge,”
he said.
McCullough says his

agency is just as excited
about coming back to Con-
way as Conwayites are to see
it coming.
“It’ll be good to get back in

there,” he said. “We want to
get all this done too… Hope-
fully it’ll all come together. I
just hate these times. It’s
tough,” he said of dealing
with the impact of the coro-
navirus.
In regard to the new office,

he said, “Oh, we think it’s
great. We think it will be a
good opportunity to serve
the constituency down
there.”

“Boating is very popular along the

waterway, inlets and rivers.”

Jeff Johnson
S.C. Rep. R-58

SCDNR plans to reopen Conway office

Margo Strong

COVID-19 spreads in Conway
Hospital releases pastor’s wife

More steps taken to

stop disease spread
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The S.C. Department of
Health and Environmental
Control on Monday an-
nounced 82 new cases of
COVID-19, bringing the
statewide total up to 424
cases in 39 counties.
One new case is from

Horry County, bringing the
local total up to 20 cases, ac-
cording to a news release.
Two previously reported
cases, one from Lancaster
and one from Lexington,
were determined to be from
people who reside outside the
state.
“As the number of cases in

the state significantly in-
creases, the method for con-
trolling the disease spread
changes from in-depth inves-
tigations of every individual
case to community strate-
gies,” said DHEC physician
consultant Dr. Brannon
Traxler. “Residents should not
expect individual notification
that they were exposed to a
case, rather everyone should
practice social distancing,
stay home and stay away
from other people if they’re
sick, and wash their hands
frequently with soap and
water.”
So far, officials have re-

ported seven deaths in South
Carolina connected to
COVID-19, including one
person in Horry County, an
elderly person who had no
underlying conditions.
Trinity United Methodist

Church in Conway posted on
Facebook Tuesday that two of
its members had COVID-19
and were isolated at the hos-
pital. Pastor Kim Strong's
wife was recently released
after being hospitalized for
suspected COVID-19, al-
though they haven't received
the test results yet.
S.C. Gov. Henry McMaster

has recently prohibited dine-
in service at bars and restau-
rants in the state through the
end of the month, though he
is allowing eateries to sell
sealed containers of beer and
wine to customers, who can
pick up the beverages
through curbside or "to-go"
orders.

Additionally, the state's
new income tax deadline is
July 15.
The Governor is also ask-

ing construction workers to
donate any personal protec-
tive equipment they can
spare such as respirator
masks to healthcare person-
nel and state agencies in
need.
McMaster has directed the

S.C. Law Enforcement Divi-
sion and other police agen-
cies in the state to disperse
crowds gathered on South
Carolina beaches. People can
still visit the beach, but are
told to practice social dis-
tancing. Unless authorized or
in their homes, individuals
are instructed not to congre-
gate in groups of three or
more and follow an officer's
order if asked to disperse. An
offender could be charged
with a misdemeanor.
The coronavirus pandemic

has caused public facilities to
close, schools and universi-
ties to move online, events to
be canceled and residents to
stockpile supplies in prepara-
tion for long stretches in-
doors, following the Centers
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention’s recommendation to
practice social distancing,
avoid public gatherings and
restrict travel.
Bartenders, servers and

other hourly workers have
been hit hard as filings for
unemployment have sky-
rocketed, and McMaster said
during a press conference
earlier this week that he
would expedite the approval
process for unemployment
benefits.
Horry County Schools has

started a program to deliver
food to kids who used to get
lunch at the cafeteria before
the pandemic forced the dis-
trict to send students home.
Hospitals have imposed

stringent visitor restrictions,
and McMaster said DHEC
would temporarily suspend
certificate of need require-
ments to allow hospitals to
add more hospital beds with-
out going through a long, ar-
duous approval process.
The Governor on Friday

said non-essential state em-
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