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JANET MORGAN | JANET.MORGAN@MYHORRYNEWS.COM 
Vehicles drive on the two-lane River Oaks Drive by River Oaks Golf Club on Aug. 13. 
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Neighbors will have an op-

portunity to learn more 
about the redevelopment 
plans for the River Oaks Golf 
Club at a Sept. 21 communi-
ty meeting inside the Caroli-
na Forest Recreation Center. 

The 18-hole course’s own-
ers want to convert more 
than 170 acres into a devel-
opment of about 500 homes, 
but the style and number of 
housing units could change 
depending on the amenities 
the community wants to see 
there.  

The group designing the 
development will present a 
variety of plans at this 
month’s community meet-
ing.  

“We’ll have multiple op-
tions,” said David Schwerd, 
chief operating officer of Di-
amond Shores, the develop-
ment firm representing the 
landowners. “Not only the 
version of the plan that could 
be done under current [zon-
ing], but there may be multi-
ple options presented de-
pending on the improve-
ments that people would 
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The River Oaks Golf Club could be redeveloped in 

different ways. Neighbors get a say in that process

BY ETTIE CHAIET 
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The number of people 

asking for help from area 
foodbanks has increased, 
and Carolina Forest folks 
are doing what they can to 
help. 

The community’s Neigh-
borhood Fall Food Drive is 
Saturday, Sept. 10. All any-
one who wants to help 

needs to do is put a bag of 
food products and person-
al items in bags at their 
mailbox by 9 a.m., and a 
volunteer will pick them 
up.  

Elwin Miles, who heads 
up the local drive, said 
Carolina Forest residents 
have been helping out for 
about 10 years.  

Carolina Forest holds a 
food drive each April and 

each September. 
“I served on Churches 

Assisting People’s (CAP) 
board some years ago, and 
thought, ‘Why can’t we do 
this in our neighborhood?’ 
he said. 

“People heard about it 
and it kept expanding.” 

Now 11 Carolina Forest 
communities are commit-
ted to helping.  

They are Waterford Plan-

tation, Plantation Lakes, 
Waterbridge, Brighton 
Lakes, Ridge Lake at Burn-
ing Ridge, Clearpond, The 
Reserve at Walker Woods, 
Covington Lakes, Coving-
ton Lakes East, The Farm 
and Pine Lakes. 

Donations are given to 
Catholic Charities, Helping 
Hand and CAP. 
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Carolina Forest fall food drive set for Saturday
Eleven Carolina Forest communities committed to helping

SUBMITTED 
Carolina Forest families help gather food for those in need.
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Supporters of Jack Thompson have 

rallied to help find a more permanent 
home for the Myrtle Beach historian 
and photographer. 

For the past 70 years, Thompson has 
faithfully chronicled the history of the 
Grand Strand, looking through the 
lenses of his cameras.  

Through the generosity of a friend, 
Thompson has been operating out of 
a temporary studio at 611 Broadway 
Street in Myrtle Beach for the past 
three months. 

However, he will be asked to vacate 

the building once the owner confirms 
plans to redevelop the property. 

“Jack’s life’s work is priceless and 
must be preserved for future genera-
tions,” said Steve Robertson, one of 
those working on a committee to find 
a new home for Thompson. “Jack has 
only a few days to move from his tem-
porary studio to a more permanent 
location. But he needs our communi-
ty’s help to make this possible.” 

Recently, a Go Fund Me page was 
set up for Thompson. All of the money 
contributed to the fund will be used 
to obtain secure a safe, secure studio 
for his thousands of photos and nega-
tives. 

Donations can be made by visiting 
https://gofund.me/76a17f86. 

Over the years, Thompson became 
the city’s unofficial historian. He shot 
the razing of the Ocean Forest Hotel 
and the Pavilion amusement park. He 
chronicled the building of Broadway 
at the Beach and the oceanfront 
boardwalk. 

Recently, someone asked him how 
many pictures he’d taken during his 
lifetime. 

“You know, I went out on the bal-
cony the other night and looked up at 
the dark sky,” he said. “I said, ‘That’s 
how many pictures I’ve made, how 
many stars are in the sky.’” 

Searching for a home for Myrtle Beach history

FILE PHOTO 
Thompson looks through old negatives.
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